Where is all this going to end – or will it?

Since the beginning of 2011 we have been exploring what God is doing in the life of the believer, and our exploration has taken us to exploring the answers to these questions:

· What is the spiritual anatomy of a believer, so that we understand what changes (what God is doing) and what does not change (what God has done)?  (January’s main topic)

· What does it mean for the believer to be conformed to the image of Christ and how does that happen?  (February’s main topic)

· What does it mean for the believer to be transformed to the image of Christ and how does that happen? (March’s topic)

· What does it mean for the individual believer to grow toward maturity, and how does that happen? (April’s topic)

· What does it mean for the believer to be sanctified, and how does that happen? (May’s topic)

· What does it mean for the body of Christ to grow toward maturity, and how does that happen? (June’s topic)

After our study of the spiritual anatomy of the believer in January, in each subsequent topic of study we have:

1) Initially defined the process that God has in place

2) Explained God’s part in our position and in the ongoing process

3) Explained the believer’s part in the ongoing process

We could therefore present in summary form what God has done in the life of the believer, and what God is doing in the life of the believer, and what God will do in the life of the believer in this way:
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( Faith in the Gospel
Faith in God’s Revelation
Face to Face


The above chart begins with the time when we believed in the truth of the saving gospel, and by God’s amazing grace He accomplished everything in our position, which took place at that one past point in time
.  The present processes, since that time when we first believed, takes place in our lives by God’s ongoing accomplishment, and by faith in what God has revealed in His written word – our trust in and dependence upon what God has done, is doing, and will do, all known to us by what He has revealed.  It is this aspect that has drawn most of our attention in this elective.  The question we are asking this morning, in our last and final class in this elective, shifts us from a primary focus on the present processes to the future fulfillment.  This future fulfillment is the final culmination of our past point position, the present processes, alongside what we have been predestined for and promised. At that future point in time, when we leave this earth and this present life:

1 John 3:2

We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.

We won’t be Him and we won’t be deity, since only Christ is Christ.  But we are being made to be like Him, and we are being both conformed and transformed into His image, and ultimately being like Him is predestined by God Himself (Romans 8:28, 29).  We will be fully mature, spiritually speaking, with growing into Christ having been completed and fulfilled (Ephesians 4:12,13). 

At present we have a sin nature associated with this body – but the sin nature is terminal, being condemned (Romans 8:3).  Our new body will not have the sin nature associated with it, and what we are to reckon continuously in our present lives – dead to the sin nature - will be fully and finally and forever reckoned and fixed by God Himself.

In our new bodies we will be done with the present processes, which is why there will be no mourning or crying or pain (Revelation 5:5; 21:4).  Our position will be the same as our condition forever.  We will be in the place where we are blessed with every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3), and have our citizenship (Philippians 3:20) – our heart’s home.  We will be with Christ forever (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), as His bride (John 14:1-6; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 4:21-33), and wherever He goes, we will go.  The eternal romance of Christ and the church will have begun.
Present processes have a purpose: Future fulfillment
Are we talking about the future so that we can just get our minds off of these present painful processes?  No.  In fact, we are deliberately focusing on the present processes.  
We are talking about the future so that we know that the things that God is now doing in and among us as believers have a purpose.  God has an eternal reason for the temporary present processes.  So we don’t need to ask ‘Why, God?’, or ‘Why me, God?’.  We know why, at very least in the larger picture.  And is what we are going through and our part in the process worth it?  Are the pains of body and soul a good ‘tradeoff’ in the grand scheme of things? 

Romans 8:18

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
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