Moving forward towards our new history

Each of us has a history.  In the world’s terms, that typically means a genealogical history, a personal history, and a medical history, among other aspects of earthly history.  These may range from interesting, fascinating, disappointing and intriguing, including some unknowns that may be difficult if not impossible to uncover.

But while God’s word does not set aside the worldly aspects of our history, it reveals that everyone has a spiritual history in Adam, and those who have believed in Christ for salvation have a spiritual history in Christ that has replaced that Adamic history.  The Adamic spiritual history was because we were identified with Adam, and our new history in Christ is because we were identified with Christ by God’s own doing when we believed (1 Corinthians 1:30).

Born with amnesia

In the same way that we are born into this world with a history that we don’t know, but later are told about it or discover it, we who believe in Christ for salvation also are spiritually born again into a new history that we don’t know about.  The only way that we know that new spiritual history after we are born again is that we learn it directly, or indirectly, from the word of God.  Our understanding of that new history in Christ is a matter of learning and knowing those facts from the word of God and then believing it – faith in the revealed facts.  The strong implication of Scripture is that we most certainly ought to know our spiritual history, that this history is essential, not incidental:

Romans 6:3-9a

Or do you not know [and of course you do: Romans 7:1] that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this [literally, ‘because you know…’ or ‘since you know…’], that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that [literally, ‘because you know…’ or ‘since you know…’] Christ…

The whole of the history that we have in Christ, drawn mostly from the New Testament letters written by Paul, is that we were identified with Christ in these five events:

Crucified > Buried > Raised > Ascended > Seated in the Heavenlies
Because these five aspects of our history take place at the point when we believe, but we do not experience those facts of our history at that time or even later, from then on we are catching up to:

· The facts of our identification with Christ in these five things

· That death means separation

· What we are separated from and Who we are joined to

· The spiritual consequences of each aspect of our identification in this present life, and what that means for how we live, walk, etc.
· The decisions and choices we are called upon to make in view of these truths

· Where and how we are blessed and have our citizenship

· What these things mean for eternity

When people in the world do their counseling of one another, a central point of discussion and assessment is often what happened in the life of the counselee – what they did, what they didn’t do, and what happened to the counselee and what didn’t happen.  One of the difficulties in such counseling is that while this approach may provide some insights, it doesn’t provide spiritual insight, and these approaches do not really result in any good and lasting answers to the problems that people face.

But when we look at this life in terms of our history in Christ, whether we are examining our own life, or coming alongside another believer, or whether another believer is coming alongside one or more of us, the encouragement of God’s word, the exhortation of God’s word, and the insights from God’s word about our life is going to substantially include our new history in Christ.  It is in our new history in Christ that we will find answers – answers that are not only good for this life, but for the life we are being prepared for.  These will be answers in which the power to effect change doesn’t rely on just earthly resources.   

Being conformed & transformed, growing to maturity and being sanctified

We have said that Christ is the direction of each one of these processes that God has in progress in our hearts.  But these processes are not just toward Christ as the eternal Son of God as He was in eternity past.  It is Christ who deliberately and according to God’s plan entered time as a child of Mary.  It is Christ who deliberately and according to God’s plan was crucified, buried, raised, ascended and seated in the heavenlies.  It is Christ, with Whose history in these things each one of us who believes has a personal and intimate sharing.  We are not being conformed, transformed, growing or being sanctified to Christ apart from His history.  All these processes are bringing us to be like Him in the history that we have been made to share with Him.  

Philippians 3:7-11

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
So sharing Christ’s history is something that we are to learn about, but not just academically.  It is something that we are to live out by faith in the facts that God has revealed.  But the knowing of Christ, and the conforming process that God is carrying out include our shared history with Him – that is an essential part of who He is, and who we are in Him.  We don’t go through these processes that we have been examining over the last several months, which are all directed toward Christ, without those processes including our shared history with Him.

And the problems that we have will not likely be resolved by just sidestepping the problem or making the problem just go away.  The problems will not be dealt with by either finding someone in our past to blame or by blaming ourselves.  The problems that we have will be dealt with in great part by our being conformed to the image of Christ,  by being transformed into the image of Christ, by growing into maturity in Him, and by being separated unto Him.  In all of these things Christ is not independent of His history, but His history has become the definition of who He is – and who we have become in Him (position) – and who we are becoming (process).  We are always catching up with our new history, until the day when we see Him face to face, and we shall be like Him:

1 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 
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