Sanctified - what is the believer’s part?

Review

In the previous lesson, “Sanctified - what is God doing?”, we focused on the positional truths of the believer as God views us from His perspective. Our basis for being sanctified or separated is grounded in the very nature and character of God Himself. We learned that the term “holy” is used interchangeably throughout Scripture for the word sanctified and carries the idea of being separated. When we looked at how God is holy or sanctified we learned:
1) God is totally separated from all that is created;

2) God is totally separated from all that is sinful.

Behind all forms of sanctification or separation is the reality that God Himself is separate, set-apart, holy. Having this foundation we can more easily transition into how God intends us to be separated. We looked at 1 Thessalonians 4:7:
“For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.”
While sin separates the believer from God, here we see that God has not called us to impurity but to separation or holiness. God has literally called us to be separated unto Himself. He has called us to be “saints” (1 Corinthians 1:2). Remember the word "saint" means "a holy, set apart, separated person."

So we are called to be saints, but where does that start? We hardly “feel” like saints most days. This is where we learned of being a saint from a positional perspective. We discussed in our previous lesson that when a person places his faith in the facts of the gospel message, God separates that believer positionally. Through Christ, we are once and for all set apart for God. This is why we are called “saints”, because that is what we are in God’s sight. Because we have the complete and sufficient sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ applied to our sin debt we are declared righteous, holy. I can’t over-emphasize this reality. The rest of this lesson will not matter if you don’t first begin with the truth of who you are in Christ, positionally.
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the

righteousness of God in Him”. ~ 2 Corinthians 5:21

If you are a believer YOU ARE A SAINT! So where do we go from here in terms of living sanctified lives?

The Believer’s Calling

Having the positional truth in full view we need to bring the focus to the believer’s responsibility of living a separated life. God’s expectation of the believer is that he or she live like a saint in this world, but how does that work? I think this is where most believers, including myself, get bogged down. However, the Scripture is clear about our responsibility:
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called...” ~ Ephesians 4:1

This verse calls our attention to God’s calling on the believer’s life. Have you ever wondered what your “calling” was? There is a lot of confusion in the Christian church about what believers can be called to do. I personally feel that the term is often used too loosely. In an effort to express what a person believes God wants him to do, he will often say “I have been called to this, or that.” Unfortunately a lot of the misunderstanding is rooted in operating on feelings rather than what the Scripture says.

The word “calling” carries the idea of vocation or occupation. From a worldly standpoint the idea of a person’s vocation involves training and is often directed in terms of what an individual is suited to do by way of their personality. However, in this verse we see that every believer is called to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling.” As believers we don’t get to set this job aside and look for another one that better suites us. Rather, the Lord desires us to “walk” in such a way that it is “worthy” of being called a saint. Can God “call” you to a specific vocation in life? Sure, but it will always function within the larger calling seen here in Ephesians 4:1.

As believers we have a great calling. When God saved us He separated us and called us to Himself! According to 1 Corinthians 1:9, what have we been called unto? 

“God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord.” ~ 1 Corinthians 1:9

God has called us to fellowship with His Son. The Scripture additionally describes this wonderful calling in a few noteworthy ways. As believers in Christ we have a heavenly (Philippians 3:14; Hebrews 3:1) and holy (2 Timothy 1:9) calling!

“...who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but

according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.” ~ 2 Timothy 1:9

We are literally called to a separated life in Christ Jesus. Let’s dig a little deeper into how this life is to be measured as holy.
The word "worthy" (Ephesians 4:1) comes from another word which means "to weigh." In Bible times scales were used for weighing. The standard weight was put on one side and the product to be measured (grain, fruit, etc.) was put on the other side. When the scales were even and balanced, then everyone would know that the proper amount had been measured out. Thus the word "worthy" carried the idea of being balanced and equal! 
To "walk worthy" means that our walk (our life) should be balanced and equal with our calling! Remember our calling is to fellowship with Christ, a heavenly and holy calling.  This process of walking worthy is how we know we are in the will of God.

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification” ~ 1 Thessalonians 4:3

This is the #1 job we were called to as believers, to be sanctified, to be separated, to be set apart unto the Lord, to be saints!
The Believer’s Walking

Our calling is clear, our mission is separation - to walk worthy of our calling, but how does our separation unto the Lord happen?

“...For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.” ~ Romans 6:19

How do we present our members as slaves to righteousness? Well, take a deep breath and relax because it’s all tied to the responsibilities we have already learned in previous lessons. Being separated unto the Lord is what happens naturally when we SIMPLY TRUST HIM in the very things He has revealed in Scripture. 

Being sanctified positionally means that we trust the Lord to declare us holy and to identify us with His Son’s sacrifice for sin. We didn’t acquire positional sanctification through any other responsibility than by faith. Guess what? Conditional sanctification is acquired incrementally in the exact same way, BY FAITH.

“For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’” ~ Romans 1:17

The righteous shall live by faith. The holy, unique, set apart, sanctified, separated ones shall live BY FAITH! But faith is not blind; it requires content, also known as the biblically revealed facts. All of the believer’s part in being sanctified unto the Lord takes place in the context of what God has done, is doing, and will do. So as we learn, know and understand what God has done, is doing, and will do, and place our faith in Him for those things, we grow in conditional sanctification.

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in

him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” ~

Colossians 2:6-7

How did we receive Christ? By faith. So how do walk in Him and become rooted and established in the faith. By trusting Him. The interesting thing about faith is that it requires that you understand the difference between your options so that you can TRUST the Lord. It means that you begin to understand the way God’s word is sanctified or separated from the claims of the world, the flesh and the devil.

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” ~ John 17:17

God has separated His word from the voice of other self proclaimed authorities. If we want to live separated lives we must recognize that separation and come to God, trusting Him for what He has revealed on any given matter.

I think many believers get bogged down in “operation boot strap” at this point. Meaning they take the responsibility of being conditionally sanctified too personally. In some ways we need to take it personally, but not in the sense that we head out into the world and begin to work our way through the Christian life, imitating what we think Christ would do.

Rather, we find our call to be holy as practiced through a choice to simply believe what the Lord has said in His word and to count it as true. At first the believer wrestles with trusting the basic truths of the gospel, wondering if he is indeed saved eternally and if the Lord has truly paid for “all” his sins. But as a young believer grows in this trust he moves on to more mature truths of the faith, also known as identification truths.

As we attempt to “walk in a manner worthy of our calling” we begin to wrestle more and more with the power of sin in our life. This is where much of Paul’s writing in the New Testament is to be understood and believed. Where the new believer starts with faith in what God has said regarding the penalty of sin, the conditionally sanctified believer begins to deal with what God has said regarding the power of sin in his life. Much of this can be seen in Romans 6:
“5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”~ Romans 6:5-11

Being sanctified or separated from sin in the experiential moments of life means first of all having God’s freeing words in your mind and then to reckon or to count them as true. God not only tells us what freedom from sin is in this life, He also provides the experience of freedom and rest for the one who walks by faith.
“The righteous will live by faith.” ~ Romans 1:17

Sanctification in our experience happens one step at a time and is always parallel with our decision to walking by faith a “manner worthy of our calling”. Steps have been made by all of us to believe in the justification truths of the gospel. Now, we now must continue to come to a better understanding of how God has set us apart positionally with Christ by identifying us with Him in His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. With each step of faith, even the small seemingly insignificant ones, we take an active part in being sanctified, separated for God’s holy purpose.
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