Overview I

The Holy Spirit is involved in every part of the right understanding of Scripture and our beholding the Lord Jesus Christ through His word and thereby being changed from glory to glory.

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

God’s word is for individual growth:

1 Peter 2:2

…like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation…

God’s word feeds the growth of the church body as a whole:

Ephesians 4:11-13

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Understanding, applying and appropriating God’s word in keeping with God’s intent for Scripture:


Observation
    (

Interpretation
      (
 Application
     (

Appropriation


1 Corinthians 4:1 (see also 1 Corinthians 14:37)

Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.

2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

This part of the sequence is subjective:                    





2 Timothy 3:16-17


All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.





This part of the sequence is objective:                                                          





2 Peter 1:20-21


But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own (KJV: private) interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
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