John 13:1-38

John 13:1-4

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, 4 got up from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. 

The apostle John had begun with John 2:4 to state that Jesus’ time or hour had not yet come:

John 2:4

And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."

John 7:6

So Jesus said to them, "My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune." 

John 7:8

"Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come."

John 7:30

So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

John 8:20

These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

Why state that Jesus’ hour or time had not yet come (or similar) – several times?  We find our answer in John 12:23, here in John 13:1:

John 12:23 (see also John 12:27-50)

And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified."

John 13:1

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

The first three verses of this chapter reveal Jesus’ thoughts at this pivotal hour, but they are thoughts which the disciples do not seem to understand, for the moment.  So these are thoughts that were either later revealed to John by Christ Himself, or by the Holy Spirit.  Verse 4 gives Jesus’ actions to prepare for washing the disciples’ feet.      

John 13:5-11

Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 So He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, "Lord, do You wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter."  8 Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."  9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head." 10 Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you."  11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean."  

It was typically the place of the lowest household servant to wash the feet of the others in the household.  And it was rabbinical tradition in Israel that a rabbi could ask his disciples to do various things, but asking his disciples to wash his feet was against the tradition.  However, there was no prohibition against a rabbi washing his disciples’ feet!  So this Jesus did for them, for which there was no tradition.
Peter’s questioning the appropriateness of Jesus washing his feet, turned into refusal.

Even Jesus telling Peter that he would understand later did not seem to deter Peter.  Peter’s refusal to have Jesus wash his feet was emphatic!  It conveyed something like, “There is not the slightest chance that you will wash my feet – no way!”
Jesus was using the foot washing as an illustration, both in His actions and His speech, to refer to spiritual cleanliness.  This conveys what we have come to call position and condition:

Peter is positionally already clean (he has a relationship with Christ), but only needs to be conditionally cleaned (to maintain fellowship with Christ) by footwashing.  Judas, however, is positionally and therefore conditionally unclean (he has neither relationship nor fellowship with Christ).       

John 13:12-20

So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15 "For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.  16 "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.  17 "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  18 "I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture [Psalm 41:9] may be fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.'  19 "From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I AM He.  20 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me."  

Jesus gave an example of humble service, then instructed that they, in turn, should give humble service to one another.  Humility in the Greek and Roman Gentile culture was not considered a virtue, but rather a character defect, so Jesus’ example was a stunning reversal of the Jewish rabbinical traditions, and entirely contrary to the values of the Gentile culture.
Some have taken this as instituting an ordinance of footwashing in the church, alongside the Lord’s table and baptism.  But there are a few points that indicate that Jesus meant something broader and deeper than simply washing one another’s feet:

· What Jesus did was an example (John 13:15) of humble service, not just the specific act of footwashing.

· What Jesus did was symbolic of something deeper, in which Jesus referred to spiritual cleanliness (John 13:8, 10).
· Verses 16 and 17 present a larger principle, with footwashing as the example, rather than the specific action that Christ wanted His apostles to take as an ordinance.

· There is no record that any of the apostles took footwashing as an ordinance comparable to the Lord’s table or baptism.
Jesus then made another statement to refer to Judas, which the disciples did not immediately understand.  But it is clear that Jesus’ treatment of Judas, in which Jesus expressed love for Judas, was such that the disciples had no idea that he was the betrayer.
The prediction of events, even if they were not understood until later, were said and done specifically so that the disciples would believe that Jesus was the I AM (Greek: egō eimi), a claim to His identity as deity.  Verse 20 is among those in the Gospel of John that are preparing the disciples to be Christ’s apostles in a church context – something that they would begin to understand later, gradually discovering what that meant over the decades to follow.  This passage contains what Jesus said on the night of the Last Supper (the night before His trial and crucifixion), which differs in focus from the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).
John 13:21-30

When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me."  22 The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking. 23 There was reclining on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 So Simon Peter gestured to him, and said to him, "Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking." 25 He, leaning back thus on Jesus' bosom, said to Him, "Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus then answered, "That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him." So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus said to him, "What you do, do quickly."  28 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, "Buy the things we have need of for the feast"; or else, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So after receiving the morsel he went 
out immediately; and it was night. 

This is now the third time that John recorded that Jesus was troubled in spirit (11:33; 12:21; 13:21).  In each case what troubled Him was human death, even if His own.   

Several points to note:

· The disciples did not have any idea that Judas was the betrayer, neither by Judas’ behavior nor by Jesus behavior.  
· Aside from John 13:23, the other passages where John referred to himself as, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” are John 20:2; 21:7, 20.  John named a number of the other disciples, but did not call himself ‘John’.  No other author of the four gospels used that term for any disciple, so these points are taken together to mean that the disciple whom Jesus loved was John.
· Because it was Judas’ responsibility to purchase food for the disciples, the disciples assumed that Jesus was arranging for Judas to purchase more food.  Jewish traditions permitted this, even on a Passover.  Judas, as Christ knew, was actually doing other business that night.  Judas’ role as treasurer had ended.
John 13:31-35

Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him; 32 if God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him immediately.  33 "Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  

With Judas gone, Jesus spoke to just the eleven.  These all had much to learn, but Jesus knew that none of them was a betrayer.  As Jesus would be crucified by 9 AM the next morning, Jesus anticipated glorifying the Father and the Father glorifying Him.  The crucifixion would be painful beyond comprehension on several levels, but once complete would bring glory, as would what follows.  Jesus told the disciples, who do not understand, of course, that they cannot come with Him where He is going.  Then gave them a command to love one another, with His love for them as the example.   

John 13:36-38

Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered, "Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later."  37 Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You." 38 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times.
Peter was puzzled that he could not go where Christ was going.  He did not understand that Christ would soon die.  In response to Peter’s oath that he would lay down his life for Jesus, but Jesus told Peter that he would deny Christ three times before the rooster crowed.

� This and all Scripture quotes are from the New American Standard Bible, Updated (NASU), unless otherwise stated.  The ‘I AM’ in verse 19 reflects the Greek egō eimi.
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