John 2:1-12
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This passage takes us to Cana in Galilee, the exact location of which is debated by some.  Many, however, believe that it is located as shown on the map to the left, which places it about eight miles north of Nazareth and about 16 miles west southwest from Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee.

It will be helpful to point out that the cultural background of the times would have dictated that following the wedding ceremony, the hosts were to provide food and wine for the guests sufficient to last for all seven days.     
John 2:1-5
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."  5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."
 
Thomas Constable writes this about the counting of days in John chapter 1 and in 2:1, fulfilling John’s pattern of writing in sevens: “John's specific reference to days in chapter 1 and here is unusual for him.  On the first day, John the Baptist gave his veiled witness to Jesus (1:19-28). The second day he gave his open witness to Jesus (1:29-34). The third day John's two disciples followed Jesus (1:35-42). The fourth day Philip and Nathanael met Jesus (1:43-51). On the third day after that, the seventh day, Jesus did His miracle at Cana.”  If Constable is right, then that would fit John’s pattern of writing with sevens.
About sixteen miles southwest of Capernaum is the likely location of the city of Cana.  Mary, the mother of Jesus was at the wedding, and Jesus and His disciples had been invited as well.  Mary may have had some assignment of responsibility for the wedding, as a friend of the family or possibly even a relative.  Mary seems to have been aware of the shortage of wine very soon after it became apparent.   But this major embarrassment of running out of wine had come about in a place and in a time when one could not simply run down to the store.  This shortage of wine, in that culture, would have been an embarrassment and shame that would be held over the family for the rest of their lives.  According to the laws of that time and place, the bridegroom and bride could lose up to half the value of the gifts given to them for having this shortage of wine.  If you were Mary, and cared about the family that was hosting the wedding, and held a responsibility of some kind for the wedding, and if you knew Jesus’ compassionate character, wouldn’t you be inclined to tell Jesus about the wine shortfall? 
For Jesus to address his mother as “Woman” was not impersonal nor inappropriate.  In fact, in all of the Gospel of John not once is the mother of Jesus called, “Mary”, and that may be in order to avoid confusion.  About one in five women in Israel was named Mary during New Testament times.  But Jesus would again address her as “Woman” from the cross, establishing a responsibility for John to care for her from that day forward:

John 19:25-27

But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"  27 Then He said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" From that hour the disciple took her into his own household.

In truth, though Mary, the mother of Jesus, seems to have some place of responsibility at this wedding, it does not seem that Mary, Jesus and the disciples had some ultimate responsibility for the wine shortage, so Jesus says, “…what does that have to do with us?”    
The apostle John begins with John 2:4 to state that Jesus’ time or hour had not yet come:

John 2:4

And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."

John 7:6

So Jesus said to them, "My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune. 

John 7:8

"Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come."
John 7:30

So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

John 8:20

These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

Why state that Jesus hour or time had not yet come (or similar) – several times?  We find our answer in John 12:23, 13:1 and 17:1:
John 12:23 (see also John 12:27-50)
And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified."

John 13:1

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

John 17:1
Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You…"
So Jesus’ time or hour refers to His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating – historical and spiritual events in which we have been identified with Him.  John 13:1 and Galatians 2:20 (also John 3:16, and Ephesians 5:2, 25) tell us that Jesus loved and gave Himself up for us, which meant the cross.  Even as Jesus was preparing to turn the water into wine He was looking towards His ‘time’ and His ‘hour’. 
Jesus’ mother tells the servants to do whatever Jesus says.  This seems to imply that Mary had some responsibility for the wedding feast or at least that the servants knew that she is someone whose word ought to be followed at this event and/or in this household.  Her words also seem to assume that Jesus would or could say something to the servants.  But since this seems to be Jesus’ first miracle (see verse 11), it is not likely that Mary is just expecting Jesus to do another miracle, as if He had done miracles before and might do another at this wedding feast.        
We observe that there are servants – plural – in this Jewish household.  That there are plural servants, when most households had no servants, means that this household is well off, and perhaps even very well off.  There are enough servants that they could carry out the rather substantial task that Jesus is about to give them.

John 2:6-7
Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the brim.   
The Jews had traditions of purification regarding both the washing of hands, and the washing of plates, cups and bowls used to contain food and drink.  With the number of people that were present, lots of water was required to maintain ritual purity for seven days, but these six waterpots would be put to another use.  These traditions were considered to be just as weighty as the Law of Moses, and these traditions became an issue at other times between the Jewish leaders and Jesus, for example:

Mark 7:1-5 (see also Matthew 15:15-20)

The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around Him when they had come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; 4 and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 5 The Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?"  

So perhaps one of the less commonly observed messages of this account of the wedding at Cana is that the ritual washings of hands and utensils, while possibly hygienic, were not to be considered required by God, as if they were a part of the Law of Moses, which was indeed a part of the inspired word of God.  The washing traditions were simply a human tradition that could just as well be set aside to satisfy another human tradition, that of providing wine for a seven day wedding feast.

Larger waterpots such as these (20-30 gallons each) were not for carrying water around, but for storing water that had been carried to these larger waterpots in smaller containers.  The water in these larger waterpots would weigh 160 to 240 pounds, plus the substantial weight of the stone pot.  Servants would not be moving large stone waterpots about easily, and especially not six of them.  So these stone water pots were filled right up to the brim.  

John 2:8-10

And He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it to him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now."
The Greek word that is translated ‘headwaiter” in the New American Standard Updated (NASU) is also footnoted as meaning ‘steward’.  Literally, the word means ‘ruler of the table’.  Curiously, this man doesn’t seem to have been in the loop about the shortage of wine, nor the means by which that shortage was resolved.  The only thing he seems to know is that he was asked to sample the wine.  By the way, the wine served would be actual wine – not just grape juice.  By rabbinical custom, the wine would often be diluted with four parts water to one part wine, but not necessarily so.  The word translated ‘drunk freely’ in verse 10 is elsewhere translated drunk, as in inebriated (Luke 12:45; Ephesians 5:18).  Drunkenness was, however, looked down upon in Jewish culture.    

The parenthetical statement in verse 9, that the servants who had drawn the water knew that the water had been turned into wine, is significant.  Isn’t it interesting that Jesus chose to have the servants – the lowest in rank and prestige – be ‘in the know’ while the man in charge of the feast is surprised, and thinks he’s just tasted the best wine so far.      
John 2:11

This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 

So we find that this was the first of Jesus’ signs that He was and is the Messiah.  In this, He showed His glory - the radiant essence of who God is.  It seemed His disciples (those called as disciples up to that time) were caused to believe in Him as a result of this event.  Cana will be mentioned two more times in the Gospel of John: 4:46, when Jesus heals a nobleman’s son and 21:2 where it is revealed that the disciple Nathanael – likely called Bartholomew in the other Gospels – is from Cana.
John 2:12

After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.
Capernaum, once Jesus began His ministry, was the place where Jesus settled (Matthew 4:13).  And Capernaum was lower in elevation, which is why John wrote that Jesus went ’down to Capernaum’.  
Here is a family tree of Jesus’ family, with notes about each: 





· Since Jesus was born of Mary as a virgin (Matthew 1:23, 25; Luke 1:27, 34), Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus, as he was of Jesus’ other siblings.  So Jesus was properly a half-brother to these siblings.
· Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him until after Christ was resurrected (John 7:5; Acts 1:14).

· James and Jude, actually Jacob and Judas, were the authors of the New Testament books by those names.

· The names James, Joses, Jude & Simon are given in Mark 6:3, as is the fact that Jesus had sisters.   The names Salome and Mary are from records outside of Scripture, so the names and number of Jesus’ sisters has less certainty, though the names and number may be accurate.
· Of Jesus’ brothers, James is the one about which the most is recorded, including John 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19; 2:9, 12; James 1:1, Jude 1, and in the writings of Josephus.  An ossuary box from New Testament times has been found with the inscription, “James (actually ‘Jacob’), son of Joseph, brother of Jesus”.  After careful investigation, and even a public trial, it appears to be genuinely that of James, the brother of Jesus. 
Joseph             Mary
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� This and all Scripture quotes are from the New American Standard Updated (NASU), unless stated otherwise.
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