John 1:1-18

John 1:1-18 is often called ‘the prologue’ of the Gospel of John.  There are a couple of different ways of looking at that passage that will be useful for us.  One way is to look at this passage as covering three main topics:

· John 1:1-5 The deity of Jesus Christ 

· John 1:6-13 John the Baptist as a witness

· John 1:14-18 The Word made flesh

The deity of Christ is a major theme of the Gospel of John, from the first verses to the last verses.  John the Baptist as a witness will be the focus of the rest of the first chapter.  Christ is ‘the Word’ in John 1:1; 1:14; 1 John 1:1 and Revelation 19:13.  
John follows a pattern of writing in John 1:1-18 that is called a chiasm – a mirror image in written form, which looks like this:
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A The Word, in the beginning with God (1-2)
B All things came into being through Him (3)
C The Light of men (4-5)
D John+ came to testify about the Light (6-7ab)
E ...so that all might believe (7¢c)
D’ John+ came to testify about the Light (8)
C’ Enlightens every man (9)
B’ The world was made through Him (10-13)
A’ The Word existed before (14-18)

+John in these verses refers to John the Baptist



A chiasm structure was used in numerous places in the Bible
 and on various scales for several reasons:
· Chiasms emphasize by repetition and by the pivot or center of the passage.

· Chiasms made for        a memory tool and                a cross-check for  copying by hand.

· Chiasms made for an orderly presentation.

· Chiasms serve to help us check our understanding of each part of a passage.

The points of emphasis in John 1:1-18, by repetition and by the center of the chiasm, are:

· Christ the Word was spiritually preexistent. 

· Christ was the One through Whom all things were made.

· John testified of Christ, the Light of men.

· All this is done and said so that you might believe.

John 1:1-18 draws words and phrases from Genesis chapter 1 regarding creation, and chapter 16 regarding Abraham, Sarah and Hagar and Ishmael, as well as Exodus chapter 33, in which Moses intercedes for Israel after Moses shattered the stone tablets in anger over Israel’s sin.
· John 1:1-10 draws from Genesis 1:   “In the beginning”, “light”, “darkness”, “life”, “the world was made through Him”

· John 1:11-13 draws from Genesis 16: Abraham, offspring & his descendents
· John 1:14-18 draws from words and images in Exodus 33:

33:7 - presence, tent

33:8, 10 - gaze, saw

33:13 - know God

33:17 - Moses’ name

33:18, 22 - show glory

33:20, 23 - cannot see God directly
John 1:1-2
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.
 
What John 1:1-2 are saying:

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression, existed from the very beginning:


In the beginning was the Word, and 

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression, had fellowship with the Father & the Holy Spirit:


the Word was with God, and 

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression was indeed deity Himself:


the Word was God.   

His fellowship with the Father & the Holy Spirit was already there in the beginning:


He was in the beginning with God.

John 1:3
All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 
The first part is the positive statement, and the second part is the negative statement in order to be totally clear.  John’s choice of words is absolute: ‘All’ and ‘nothing’.  This message is consistent with what the apostle Paul wrote:

Colossians 1:16

For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.

John 1:4-5

In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

Both life and Light are major themes in the Gospel of John, and Jesus Christ was and is the source of life, and He was and is the Light of men.
John 1:6-8

There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the Light,            but he came to testify about the Light. 

These verses ‘hand off’ the reference to Christ as ‘the Light’.  John, sent from God, came as a witness to testify of Christ the Light, a fact which we will see in further detail beginning in verse 19.  In the middle of these verses is the first mention of ‘believe’ which is the stated purpose of the Gospel of John, as he wrote in John 20:31, “…but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
John 1:9-10
There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
Verse 9 has Christ, who was the true Light, coming into the world that He created, and enlightening every man.  But having come into the world that He Himself made, and though He was the Light Himself and enlightens men, the world doesn’t know Him at all.
John 1:11-13

He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Christ came to the Jews, but as a generalization, they did not receive Him and welcome His message.  Yet even though most did not receive Him nor welcome His message, to those who did receive and believe Him were born of God, as children of God.
John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
The Word, the Son of God, who was in fact deity, became a human being, and John the apostle saw His glory - the radiant essence of Who He is – having full divine qualities of grace and truth.  The particular word John chose for ‘dwelt’ in verse 14 meant ‘to live in a tent’.  In the books of the New Testament, only John used the word, four other times, and in each case it is used for God dwelling with men. 

John 1:14 expanded and explained, in light of 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and God’s communication of His essential being, came so as to be born in human form, and though total deity, He was dwelling in that human form even while among us, and we beheld – Oh, this is awesome! – we beheld His glory, that radiant essence of God Himself, since Christ is the unique Son of and expression from the Father, full of the grace and the truth which are God’s eternal and infinite character.  As we behold John’s description of how he and the disciples beheld Christ, we are beholding Him as well, and as a work of the Holy Spirit, are being made to grow in and into the glorious character of Jesus Christ.”  

John 1:15
John testified about Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'" 
In just a few verses John will write:

John 1:29-30
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 "This is He on behalf of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'
Jesus Christ is both higher ranking and prior in time to John the Baptist, even though John is about six months older in earth time, and a relative by blood.  Jesus Christ is deity.

In John 8:59 we will read, “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I AM.’”  
John 1:16-18 (per NASU, except ‘the grace and the truth’ per the Greek text in 1:17)
For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through Moses; the grace and the truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
Jesus did not come to abolish the Law of Moses in regard to the Jews as an ethnic people in the land of Israel, at the time He came and on into the Millennial kingdom (Matthew 5:17).  But for us in the church Christ has abolished the Law of Moses and has established grace as the reigning principle, from the time of Acts 2 until the time of the Rapture (Romans 5:1-21; 6:14,15; 7:1-6; Galatians 2:19-21; Ephesians 2:14-22).

Christ was full of grace and truth, and of His fullness, John the apostle said, they had and we have received, grace piled upon even more mounting and growing grace.  Grace and truth were realized – made reality - through Jesus Christ.  He is the truth (John 14:6).  And while Moses did indeed bring Law, that’s not what Christ brought for us, who are in the body of Christ.  He brought grace as the reigning principle (Romans 5:1-21).
While nobody on earth has seen God’s essence, Christ expressed full deity in human and bodily form, being fully God and fully man, as the Son of God and the Son of Man.
� For instance, there are chiasms in Genesis 3:19-22; in the flood account in Genesis, the entire books of Ruth, Matthew and Jude, and in 1 John 3:9.  By no means is this list of examples exhaustive.


� All Scripture quotes are New American Standard Updated (NASU), unless stated otherwise.
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