The Approach To The Gospel Of John
The aspects of our approach that apply to all of Scripture
Our approach to the Gospel of John will have aspects that apply to all of our study of Scripture.  The principles (fundamental truths) of Bible study are presented in summary form in the pages labeled Overview I & II at the back of this handout.  Other principles and general guidance have been presented in the elective, “How to Study the Bible”.  The Overview pages I & II are from the material for that elective.
So we will be studying the Gospel of John according to the same set of principles that we would apply to the study of all of Scripture.  There are a few important points to bring forward from these principles:

1) One of the primary reasons for the varying and errant interpretations of Scripture is inadequate observation.  Thorough observation is critical to arriving at the intended meaning of each passage and all of Scripture.  A number of Bible interpreters are prone to develop a system of theology (Calvinism, Arminianism,  Charismatic, Covenant Theology, etc.) that is used as an interpretive grid which is laid on top of Scripture, overriding the intended meaning of a passage and all of Scripture at various points.  We will be inclined to be very thorough in our observations, and to set aside any system that is prone to override the intended meaning of a specific text.

2) The key interpretive approach to the Gospel of John will be to observe the context of Scripture at various levels, which will include observing all of the elements of language, history and culture.

3) Having observed the distinctions between the Gospel of Substitution and Gospel of the Kingdom throughout all of Scripture in the Law & Grace series (see lessons 35, 36 and 58) we will continue to observe those distinctions as we proceed through the Gospel of John.  
The Gospel of Substitution  is centered on Jesus Christ’s first coming, along with the name ‘Jesus’ (Heb: ‘Yeshua’ = ‘Savior’).  The Gospel of the Kingdom, on the other hand, is centered on Jesus Christ’s second coming, along with the name that is a title, ‘Christ’ (Gk: ‘Christos’ = Heb: ‘Ha’Mashiach’ = Angl: ‘Messiah’, all of these terms meaning ‘Anointed One’).
Acts 3:17-21 contains both Gospels in one passage (NASU):
"And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also.      18 "But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which               God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time."
The aspects of our approach that apply uniquely to the gospel of John

John stands in the context of all of Scripture, with the Old Testament as a preface, and with the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke offering both comparable and unique content.  Though one can find more detailed ‘Harmonies of the Gospels’, the accompanying supplement, ‘The Life of Jesus in the Four Gospels’ is a good start.  
There were several religious and political groups active in Israel in New Testament times, and these are introduced in the supplemental handout titled, ”Judaism: Pharisees, Scribes, Sadducees, Essenes and Zealots”.  The Essenes are not named in the New Testament at all (the only evidence of them in the New Testament is in Matthew 5:34), but the Sadducees, while not named in the Gospel of John, are represented by Annas and Caiaphas, who are named in the Gospel of John (John 11:49; 18:13, 14, 24, 28).  

Regarding grace, the identification truths, and position and condition, we will find that these are present in many of the chapters of the Gospel of John, as we began to show in last week’s elective and handout.  We will look to the letters by the apostle Paul, however, for explanation of and inspired commentary on these precious truths.

We will be able take great advantage (in a good way) of John’s unique approach, insights into the people and events of the life of Christ and inside track on the Sanhedrin (the Jewish high council).  Also take note that John had the most ongoing contact with Mary, the mother of Jesus, after the crucifixion (John 19:26-27).  That may explain why John 7:1-10 reveals details about Jesus’ brothers that are unique.

John writes in simple language, but also in generally consistent words, phrases and patterns, and is often unique in that usage.  For example, John writes:

· Only John directly calls Christ ‘the Lamb’ (John 1:29, 36; Revelation 5:8, 12, 13; 6:1…).
· Only John uses the term, ‘down out of heaven’ (John 6:33, 41, 42, 50, 51, 58; Revelation 3:12; 10:1; 13:13; 21:2; 21:10)
· We pointed out last week that John has Christ saying I AM (Gk: egō eimi), a pattern he continues in Revelation (1:8, 17… 22:16).

· John tells his readers that the book is written that the reader might believe, and he has the word ‘believe’ in the book several dozen times. 
· John, as we pointed out last week, writes with patterns of sevens (seven I AM statements and seven miracles in John, and in Revelation seven years, and three sets of seven judgments each).

· In John 1:1 and 1:14 and in Revelation 19:13 Christ is called the Word.

We will take advantage these aspects of the way John writes to arrive at certainty and clarity and spiritual depth and insight as we step our way through this masterfully written book!    
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