[image: image1.png]We live in an era...

* A rainbow once * There was a time
meant that God when, if somebody
was never again said to a man, “Be
to flood the earth a man!”, that meant
(Genesis 9:8-17). something specific.

* Now the rainbow * Now it's a good way
means something to have people look

quite different than at you puzzled &
it once did. confused, or worse.
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¢ God has revealed ¢ Mankind was

His plan & intent not just the latest
for mankind, as stage of hominid
well as the eternal evolution, on the
outcome, starting way to becoming
more than 3400 some other form or
years ago, & last level of hominid, but
revealed just over a special creation

19 centuries ago. for eternal purposes.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let them
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth." 27 God created man

in His own image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created
them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth,
and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over every
living thing that moves on the earth."”



[image: image4.png]Genesis 1:26-28; Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:7

Maleness & femaleness

» The expression
of what is ‘male’
& ‘female’ is for
here on this earth
(Matthew 22:30),
yet the expression
of male & female as
God createdthemis
by His clear intent
— on several levels.

God clearly intended
& defined maleness
& femaleness in a
marriage (Genesis
2:24; 1 Peter 3:1-7).
God intended distinct
expressions of male-
ness & femaleness
inthe Church (asin 1
Corinthians 11:2-16).
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Passage

ikeness of God

Likeness

Key Point

Genesis 1:26

X

made in God's image
& likeness

Genesis 1:27

made in God's image
- male & female

Genesis 5:1

made in God’s
likeness; summary

Genesis 9:6

made in God's image
— s0 give respect to
that image in person

1 Corinthians 11:7

made in God's image
—woman is the glory
of man re: church

James 3:9

made in God’s
likeness & a warning
about cursing others
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The image & likeness of God in mankind

* What is similar in character to God in
mankind is ‘the image & likeness of God’

» That creation in ‘the image & likeness of
God’ refers to the original state of creation

+ After the fall (Genesis 3), the image &
likeness of God remains, but is marred

» That image & likeness, though marred,
remains, so respect the remaining image
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What are the aspects of
‘the image & likeness of God’ in mankind?

* It is a personal * It is an inferpersonal
image & likeness image & likeness
(Genesis 2:19-23) (Genesis 1:26;

« ltis a spiritual 1 John 1:3)
image & likeness * It is an authority
(1Corinthians 15:45)  image & likeness

« It is a moral (Genesis 1:26)
image & likeness * It is a creafive

(Ephesians 4:22-24; image & likeness
Colossians 3:9-10) (Exodus 25:8,9)



[image: image8.png]Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:8; Ephesians 5:31

Leave & cleave

* To leave & cleave
(NAS: be joined) is
spelled out for the
groom, but not for
the bride. Why?

* |t is because the
groom is the one
establishing the
new home as its

head - a family unit.

* The leaving is to

establish something
brand new in which
the husband has a
headship before the
Lord & the wife is a
helper suitable for
him, before the Lord.

This arrangement
is by God’s intent.



[image: image9.png]Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:8; Ephesians 5:31

cleave = be joined

* The Hebrew word * Where Genesis
that is translated ‘be  2:24 is quoted in
joined’ (KJV: cleave) the New Testament,
in Genesis 2:24 is the Greek word that
also used in the Old is translated ‘be
Testament to mean joined’ is also used
being joined to the for 'being joined to
Lord (Deuteronomy the Lord (Acts 11:23;
4:4; Joshua 23:8). 1 Corinthians 6:17).



[image: image10.png]The four kinds of love in Ephesians 5:25-32

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

Asacrificial love | Motivation: love & joy

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love | Spiritual intimacy

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love Emotional intimacy

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the

church. Abonded love Physical intimacy




[image: image11.png]Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:21-33

Christ : church
husband : wife

¢ The eternal « In this, Christ & His
romance of Christ expression of love
& the church is for the church, the
the model for the body of Christ,
Christian husband presents the
& wife, in which the definition of
husband is the manhood in
initiator of four the Christian
specific kinds marriage

of love. relationship.
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The four kinds of love that
a husband is to express to his wife

» Sacrificial love: » The husband is also
Ephesians 5:25 told to be loving his
o wife unconditionally
+ Sanctifying love: — four times!

Ephesians 5:26-27 . tpe message is given
« Caring love: directly & by example,

Ephesians 5:28-30  With Christ’s love for
the Church (us) as the
* Bonded love: model, & with God as
Ephesians 5:31-32  the source of that love.



[image: image13.png]Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:8; Ephesians 5:31

And just how does
the husband do the ‘cleaving’?

» Ephesians 5:21-33 + The bond between

makes it clear that a husband & wife is
the initiation of the not from a husband
cleaving to his wife demanding that the
is his to do. wife stay close by.

» Paul says that by » The bond is instead
telling the husband based on the totally
to love his own wife unconditional love of
unconditionally four Christ lived through
times &in four ways!  the husband’s life.



[image: image14.png]Ephesians 5:21-33

As we go forward from here

* In Paul’'s writing of  + The eternal romance

Ephesians 5:21-33 & marriage between
we have numerous Christ & the Church
monumental new is the ultimate model
insights into what for marriage among
Genesis 2:18-25 believers in the body
means for us. of Christ here & now.

Spiritual growth is the substance of &
the basis for the growth of the marriage.
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The real answer is quite a bit
‘closer to home’ than Mars & Venus

* He says that the * Neither one of
husband is to those expressions
unconditionally of Christ’s life lived
love his wife in out through the
the four ways. husband & wife are

+ Paul says that the conditioned upon
wife is to submit to the other one doing
her husband & their part first.
to see that she « Both are to be done

respects him. in Christ’s strength!
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The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship
of the man with his wife is like this, it is better
not to marry." 11 But He said to them, "Not all
men can accept this statement, but only those
to whom it has been given. 12 "For there are
eunuchs who were born that way from their
mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who
were made eunuchs by men; and there are
also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He
who is able to accept this, let him accept it."
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[image: image19.png]Matthew 19:10-12; 1 Corinthians 7:7

Singleness has
a place in God'’s plan

* The Jews typically 1. Singleness that

thought of marriage was dictated by
& childbearing as a condition at birth.
commanded by 2. Singleness that
Moses’ Law. was dictated by

» But Jesus allowed a physical event
three righteous since birth.
pOSSIbIlItIeS for 3. Sing|eness as
singleness —a God’s gift for a

new teaching! spiritual purpose.



[image: image20.png]Matthew 19:10-12; 1 Corinthians 7:7

Well, what do you know —
Christ & Paul agreed perfectly!

« Both Christ & Paul
said that there is a
very personal basis
for a believer to
decide whether he
or she should be
married or remain
single, & they each
gave a harmonious
half of that basis.

¢ Paul said that if one

is tempted sexually
(that is, not settled &
content with being
single) then being
married is right.
Christ said that being
single is for the one
who can accept it (is
content being single).



[image: image21.png]Matthew 19:10-12; 1 Corinthians 7:7

Wow! Every believer gets a gift!

» Being married & * And being married
being single are or being single are
both gifts from God each God-intended
(Matthew 19:11; opportunities to be
1 Corinthians 7:7). God’s instrument.

* God can workin & * The Lord will use
through the life of both singleness &

a believer whether marriage to teach us
that believer is & to conform us to

married or single. the image of Christ.



[image: image22.png]John 15:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:10

It's all in walking & resting & growing!

» The single believer + The best choice

is in the very best of marriage partner
‘place’ when that for a believer is one
believer is walking who is walking in

in fellowship with fellowship with the
the Lord, resting in Lord, resting in what
what God has done God has done & is
& is doing in his or doing in his or her
her life, & growing life, & is growing in

in the Lord daily. the Lord daily.



[image: image23.png]John 15:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:10

The importance of intimacy:
fellowship is first!

» So whether any * The very best

believer is single or
married, each state
is a gift from God.

« And whether one

is single or married,
being joined in that
intimacy, fellowship
& oneness with the

Lord is God’s intent.

way for potential
marriage partners
to come together
is for each one to
be growing in the
depth & intimacy
in which each one
of them is joined
to the Lord.



[image: image24.png]1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4

What's a biblical man?

* 1 Timothy 3:1-7, « Since these
Titus 1:5-9, & 1 passages are clear
Peter 5:1-4 give & specific about the
the character character of an
qualifications elder, who is an
for an elder. example, the real
 Since an elder is question becomes,
to be an example, “How do | follow
then his character the character of

is one to follow. an elder?”
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[image: image27.png]Biblical Character Qualifications for Elders

1 Timothy 3:1-7

1) Temperate

2) Gentle

3) Able to manage
household

4) Not a new convert
5) Well thought of by
outsiders

® Plus those also given
in Titus 1:5-9

Titus 1:5-9

1) Above reproach

2) Husband of one wife
3) Having believing
children

4) Not self-willed

5) Not quick-tempered
6) Not addicted to wine
7) Not pugnacious

8) Not a money-lover
9) Hospitable

10) Lover of good

11) Sensible

12) Just

13) Devout

14) Self-controlled

15) Holding fast the Word
16) Able to teach sound
doctrine

17) Able to refute
objections

1 Peter 5:1-4

1) willingly, not under
compulsion

2) According to God (in
some Greek texts)

3) Not for shameful gain
4) Not lording it over the
flock

5) As an example

6) As accountable to the
Chief Shepherd

® Plus those also given
in Titus 1:5-9 &
| Timothy 3:1-7

Note: Some of these will
also be revisited as part of
the ministry or operating
guidelines for elders



[image: image28.png]Galatians 2:20 Expanded & Explained

By God’s own doing, the Old Man — all of who
| was in Adam - was crucified with Christ, that
being a completed action with an ongoing &
fixed outcome; and it is no longer | who do the
living, but Christ continues to live in me; and
the life which | now live in this physical body

| live by meritless faith in and full dependence
upon the person and works of Jesus Christ the
Son of God, who loved me, though | did not
deserve any of His love, and voluntarily gave
Himself up most graciously for me, to whom
He owed absolutely nothing.



[image: image29.png]Where are we headed?

« Next, we'll be « We've all been
offering biblical entrusted with
guidance for stewardships
parents, for in our marriages,
preteens & with our children,
on up in age, with our relatives,
& for their friends & among us in
& relatives & the body of Christ.
for those in the * \We are on a need

body of Christ. to know basis!
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