[image: image1.png]Genesis 1:26-28; Matthew 19:10-12; 1 Corinthians 7.7,
Ephesians 5:21-33; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4

Last Sunday

» We talked about » \We talked about the
Genesis 1:27, which  gift of singleness &

said, “God created the gift of marriage.
man in His own « We talked about
image, intheimage  the biblical definition
of God He created of male & female in
him; male and a marriage context,
female He created & in a church

them.” context.
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» But today we’re » Every single
going to talk about one of us has
the part every single  been entrusted
one of us here in with a stewardship
the body of Christ regarding the
has in expressing expression of
& developing the maleness & female-
maleness & ness in marriages
femaleness & families & in the

God intended. body of Christ.
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* |t was common * The roles of men &
in biblical times, women were not
among observant always biblical,
Jews in Israel, for but distinctions
daughters to marry between male &
by about 15, & the female roles were
sons by about 17. generally very clear.

But today we have a spectrum of genders, with
fluidity of choice between them, & average age
of marriage is 27 for women & 29 for men.
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* In a study less than
a year old, 76% of
those in the US
thought that living
together before
marriage is OK, .
& most of those
thought it was
‘a good idea’.

Only 40% of those
living together
before marriage
actually end up
married.

Living together
before marriage
increases the risk
of divorce.
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» Among the Gentiles + Our own culture is

(Greek & Roman moving beyond the
culture), marriage immorality of the
was more typically Gentile culture of
in the mid 20s for New Testament
the man. Faithful- times, & is even
ness on the part of more blurry than
the husband was those pagan

not expected, but cultures regarding
the wife was to the definition of

be faithful. male & female.
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Intentionally biblical

+ If we in the body » and marriage as
of Christ are not to a shifting legally
be simply absorbed defined option,
into the culture, we must be very
which is force- intentional about
feeding everyone knowing what God’s
with a message word says about
of a spectrum of gender in marriage

genders... & in the church.
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‘Honor parents’ has three stages

* When the child is ¢ Then there is a time

under the parents’ of respect of parents
roof & authority, for the selfless gift
then *honoring of their time, energy
parents’ is about & resources given
obedience, that is, to their children.
‘listening under’: « Then there is the
listening to what responsibility to

is said & placing aid the parents

oneself under it. until their death.
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It's not just about
children obeying their parents

* It's not just a matter + That does not mean
of children obeying that each situation
their parents, butit's  in each family will
a matter of children be the same —it

learning, including likely won't be.

by example, that for « Byt the children will
them to honor their learn how to treat
parents also means  their parents from
the respect & the what they see their

responsibility parts. own parents doing.
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Fathers

» Fathers are entrust- + Many of us have
ed with the primary to learn what that

stewardship in means in spite of
the discipline & having little to no
instruction of example to follow,
their children. or a bad example.

And often the wives & mothers have had little
to no example to follow, or even a bad example,
in how to support their husbands in their God-
given stewardship. We all can learn, however,
by the Holy Spirit, the word of God &
examples & counsel in the body of Christ.
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Hazard warning!

* The apostle Paul + 1) overly strict &
first warns fathers intense discipline
to not exasperate + 2) overly loose &
their children. lax discipline

* There are three « 3) inconsistent
main ways in which discipline,
children can be especially going
exasperated: between the

extremes



[image: image13.png]Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 1:25-29

Challenging times

» Being a biblical * In the marriage &
parent in these in the family the
times is a tough husband & father
assignment & is entrusted with
the teen years the primary place
are especially of discipline &
challenging. instruction.

In fact, the biblical stewardship with which the
father is entrusted is not humanly possible. And
that is why we’re heading to Colossians 1:25-29.
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Admonishing & teaching

* The apostle Paul
wrote about his
stewardship, &
that he aimed to
admonish & teach
every single one
in the churches.

* He even wrote
about where that
was headed:

“...sothat we

may present every
person complete in
Christ.”

This has application
here in the body of
Christ & also in the
biblical role of
fathers & mothers
with their children.



[image: image15.png]Colossians 1:28-29 applied to fathers & parenting

Of this family | was made a minister according to

the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your
benefit, so that | might fully carry out the preaching
of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has
been hidden from the past ages and generations, but
has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom
God willed to make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among my family, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory. 28 We — your mother & | -
proclaim Him, admonishing every child and teaching
every child with all wisdom, so that we may present
every child complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose
also | labor, striving according to His power, which
mightily works within me.
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I's not just up to
the fathers & mothers

» Paul says “For this + But that laboring to

purpose | labor...”, exhaustion was not
& that word ‘labor’ at all by Paul's best
means to work efforts.

to the point of « It was by the Lord
exhaustion. working in him.

Being a biblical parent to children — especially
teens —is way, way beyond what is humanly
possible. It has to be God working in &
through you to pull this off!
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» During the teen * And it also means
years, parents have helping them come
the opportunity to to an understanding
offer guidance in of what that looks
lots of areas, & that like.
includes helping « And if it is clear that
each teen discover a teen has the gift
whether they have of marriage, then
the gift of single- he or she will need

ness or marriage. biblical guidance.



[image: image18.png]Biblical romance toward marriage

+ Biblical marriage » That tells teens
needs to be not just what marriage
demonstrated in the is —which is
home, but explicitly exceedingly
taught. important.

But instruction & guidance about how a
relationship ought to develop biblically & how
one will know that a relationship ought to proceed
toward marriage is also critical to the character
& duration of the marriage.




[image: image19.png]All hands on deck

» Scripture makes » But every single
it clear that men one of us has a
are to lead in the place to define
churches, & to biblical maleness
teach, if men are & femaleness, &
among those at least to pray for
being taught. others in the body.

Being a biblical husband, wife & a parent is really
challenging these days, & being a biblical man &
woman in a church context is really challenging,
too. It’s good to know that others in the church
body are praying for you in these stewardships.




[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – Godly men & women II – December 18, 2016 

Ephesians 6:1-4; Colossians 1:25-29 - Page 3 of 3

