The Kingdom: What and where is it?

The King: Over whom does He reign as King?

When the Jews in Israel, in the first half of the 1st century, heard of the words               ‘the kingdom’ or ‘the Messiah’, they understood those words in terms of a physical descendent of David (the Messiah) sitting on David’s throne in Jerusalem, reigning over all the nations of the earth from Israel, which was ‘the kingdom’.  When the angel Gabriel announced the birth of Christ, Mary understood Gabriel’s words in that way:

Luke 1:30-33 (NASU)

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."

For the first couple of centuries after the New Testament, the concept of the kingdom remained largely as the Jews had understood it from the Old Testament prophets
, with  the primary adjustment among Christians that Christ was the coming King over this kingdom, and that entry into the kingdom was not simply guaranteed to physical descendents of Abraham.  Both John and Christ said that the Jews must repent.  

The concepts that the Church is the kingdom, and that Christ was the Church’s King grew in the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, primarily from two secular influences upon the Church:

1) In the 3rd century, some in the Church (Clement & Origen of Alexandria, for instance) began to esteem Greek philosophy to be just as inspired as Scripture.  Based on the Greek philosophers’ assuming that the Greek myths were allegories, many 3rd and 4th century Christians similarly ‘allegorized’ Scripture’s teaching on ‘the kingdom’ so as to make the Church into ‘the kingdom’, with Christ as King over the earthly kingdom.  

2) Once Constantine declared Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire in 313 AD, the idea of an earthly kingdom gained more and more appeal, as the once persecuted Church suddenly had the full power and authority of the Roman Empire. 

By the 4th and 5th centuries, most Christians saw Christ as King over the Church, with  the earthly Church’s hierarchy being ‘the kingdom’ though which Christ reigned.  The concept of the earthly kingdom with Christ on earth reigning from Jerusalem was all    but dead.  The churches in Ephesus and Antioch were the last holdouts, continuing to understand Scripture literally longer than the other churches.  As the Roman Empire declined, the Church in the west took up the authority structure of the disintegrating Roman Empire.  With Christ seen as ‘the King’ over the earthly empire, the Church adopted the secular names of the Roman emperor (the Pontiff), Roman officials (the Vicars), and Roman political districts (each one a diocese).  Seeing the kingdom as the literal, earthly reign of Christ from Jerusalem, in Israel, came to be seen as unenlightened.

� A few of the Old Testament passages that convey ‘the kingdom’ and the King over that kingdom are: Genesis 49:10; 1 Chronicles 17:14; Psalm 110:1; Isaiah chapter 11; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Daniel 7:13-27.   
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