Matthew 7:1-12

Introduction to Matthew chapter 7

As Matthew recorded the Sermon on the Mount, what we now call chapter 7 was a continuance of that Sermon, still being focused upon the Jews in Israel, from the time of Christ’s ministry, and with an anticipation of the coming future reign of Christ as Israel’s King.  

In the first part of chapter 7, verses 1-12, Christ spoke of the moral and ethical principles of those who anticipate entering the coming kingdom.  From verse 13 to the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus turns the focus more upon questions of entry into the coming millennial kingdom and about the importance of pursuing entry and building solidly on that kingdom, and discerning the errors that exclude one from that coming kingdom and are inconsistent with the character of the one entering the kingdom.

Matthew 7:1-5 (NASU)

Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  3 Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?  5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.  

Jesus spoke here of judging, in what has become one of the more famous parts of the Sermon on the Mount.  He basically put forth two principles regarding judging and human interactions for those anticipating entry into the kingdom:

· Be careful about judging others, recognizing that those anticipating the kingdom will be judged based upon a Principle of Law.

· As a priority, judge oneself first before judging a brother.

There is more to this subject of judging than can be addressed in our time today, so those wanting a fuller discussion on judging are invited to read through the supplement titled “Judging: What’s a Christian to do?” at the back of today’s handout.  A key point comes forward as we examine these verses in light of the whole of Scripture: Jesus was not making a flat prohibition of judging, as He clarified in other passages (such as John 7:24), but was cautioning against unbiblical judging, for which people would be judged.  

For the sake of understanding what Jesus was conveying to His Jewish disciples under principle of Law in Matthew 7:1-2, we could paraphrase those verses as follows:

“Do not judge arrogantly, hypocritically, or overstepping your bounds of responsibility and authority, or giving a priority to seeing and correcting the flaws of others over your own.  And in all such things remember that you all ultimately have an accountability to God Himself that will depend upon how you have judged”.

Matthew 7:6 (NASU)

Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.  

This verse, immediately following verses 1-5, make clear that Jesus was not telling His disciples never ever to judge.  In order to respond to what Jesus said here in verse 6 one would have to judge who is a ‘dog’ and who is a ‘swine’
.  Given that He was speaking to Jews, their reference to dogs and to swine was to Gentiles.  Let’s get some insight into the word that Christ chose to use for ‘dogs’:

· dogs: Greek kuon, kuon (vs. kynarion = pet dog)

· In the world of the Old and New Testaments, these dogs ran in packs in towns and cities, scavenging as they wandered about from place to place (Exodus 22:31; 2 Kings 9:10; Psalms 59:6,14), wretched, & fighting amongst themselves & attacking passersby

· These dogs also often ate things that Jews were forbidden to eat by Old Testament Law, and in doing so also touched dead animal carcasses, which would make them doubly unclean, according to the Law of Moses (Leviticus 11:25, 28).

· The Jews despised these roaming packs of dogs, and they often called the Gentiles “kuon” (= disgusting, mangy, diseased and vicious pack dogs).

Swine, of course, were the ultimate representative of unclean animals (Leviticus 11:7; 26).  The Jews despised swine, since they were not to eat them, nor were they even to touch them.  

Notice that caution is regarding giving food to the dogs, and placing what is valuable before the swine.  The dogs would not recognize holiness and the swine would not recognize what is valuable.  Further, there is a risk of serious injury or death from the exposure to these animals (in context, especially the swine).  

So what was Jesus telling his disciples?  Don’t talk to the Gentiles?  What we see is that it would be easy to jump to the ‘don’t talk to the Gentiles’ conclusion, based on Jesus’ use of ‘dogs’ and ‘swine’ in the cultural context.  But Jesus gives us the key clue about who are ‘dogs’ and ‘swine’: those who fail, with disastrous consequences to themselves and others, to see the value in the gospel of the kingdom, and who, upon rejecting the gospel of the kingdom for the good news it is, attack the carrier of the message.  

There are parallels to those in the Church.  We have a gospel to present and there will be those who will not see it for the good news that it is, and reject it, and attack the messengers.  We need not waste our time and resources with those who are intent on trampling the gospel of Jesus Christ entrusted to us in the Church.  As Paul wrote to Timothy:

1 Timothy 6:20-21 (NASU)

O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"-- 21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.

Paul also wrote to the church in Philippi:

Philippians 1:9-11 (NASU)

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Matthew 7:7-11 (NASU)

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  9 Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?  11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! 

This section touches again on the subject of prayer, which Jesus had addressed previously in Matthew 5:44 and 6:5-13.  In these verses, Jesus was teaching His disciples to be persistent in prayer.  Ask, seek and knock are all present tense imperatives, having the sense: “you must keep on asking… seeking… knocking”.   In verse 8, asks, seeks and knocks are present participles conveying: “…who keeps on asking… who keeps on seeking… who keeps on knocking…”.  He was also teaching His disciples that God will be responsive to the disciple who is persistent.  

In verses 9 and 10, Jesus makes reference to the two primary food sources in the area of the Sea of Galilee: a loaf of bread from what is grown on the land and a fish from the sea – both of which were in view as He spoke.  Jesus spoke with relevance to His audience.   

Jesus’ use of the word ‘evil’ in verse 11 was not to say that these people were the most evil of their society, but to make a sharp contrast between the character of man and absolute, eternal and unmatched holiness of God.      

There are various kinds of prayer, such as adoration and worship, thanksgiving and supplication (making requests).  This passage focuses on the last of these.  When we examine the New Testament epistles, though we find we do not find an exact parallel to the above message regarding persistence, we do find a call to be praying continuously:

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NASU)

Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Paul was not asking that we aim for 100% prayer time and nothing else, but rather that we be in a continual attitude of bringing everything to God and living with our hearts before Him.

Matthew 7:12 (NASU)

In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

This verse is what has been called ‘The Golden Rule”.  Jesus said, essentially, that this statement sums up the human relationship aspects of the Old Testament.  Here is what Jesus did not mean by this verse:

· Jesus did not mean that all He cares about is how you live with other people.

· Jesus did not mean that His disciples could just forget about the details of the Law of Moses and just concentrate on living out the Golden Rule.

· Jesus did not mean that these words are to be taken by us in the Church as “OK, now I know what to do to please God, so now I can just do it and God will be happy with the way I live.”

Some have sought to make Christianity out as simply ethical teachings about how we humans ought to live.  Jesus did place ethical and moral teachings before His disciples, and the apostles did provide a great deal of ethical and moral guidance for us in the Church - even in the form of imperatives.  But the essential message of Scripture is about who God is, and what He has done, and is doing, and will do for eternity.  Scripture is       all about our faith in the spiritual facts that God has deliberately revealed in Scripture, and ever about relationship and fellowship with Him.  “The Law and the Prophets”,   after all, start with “In the beginning God…”, and who we are in relationship with Him is always the basis for what we do.  Scripture does not call us to think of ourselves simply as ‘human doings’.

� Peter wrote about these same animals when he was addressing the false teachers:           2 Peter 2:22


It has happened to them according to the true proverb, " A dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire." 2 Peter 2:22 (NASU).
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