Matthew 7:13-23

Enter... Beware… Not everyone…

In this passage Jesus will return (after Matthew 5:20) to the subject of entry into the coming kingdom and the ranking of those within it based on behavior before entry into the kingdom.  Later on, in Matthew 18:1-4 (NASU) Jesus will tell the disciples:

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  4 Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

Jesus’ caution, beginning with “Beware…”, is regarding false prophets.  This caution to the Jews began with warnings from Moses, in Deuteronomy 13 and 18.  The need for the Jews, particularly, to remain cautious about false prophets will continue into the Tribulation period, lasting seven years.

The last part of today’s passage returns to the message that entry into the coming kingdom will not be for everyone – even excluding those who might seem to do and say the right things, or at least make those claims.

Some have said that from verse 13 to the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Christ presents truths in anticipation of the kingdom with four sets of two:

· two ways (verses 13-14)

· two trees (verses 15-20)

· two claims (verses 21-23)

· two builders (verses 24-27 – addressed in next week’s passage)

Matthew 7:13-14 (NASU)

Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  

Though the immediate verse does not say that kingdom entry is the issue, the rest of the context of the Sermon on the Mount points to that understanding.  Here is how the two entrances and paths compare:

· The gate & way to life: narrow, small & few find it

· The gate & way to destruction: wide, broad & many find it

What do these two ‘bullet points’ tell us about the number of people who will enter the kingdom (life) in comparison to the number whose end is destruction?  Why did Jesus make a distinction between ‘the gate’ and ‘the way’?  Why, in order to enter life in the kingdom, did Jesus say that the gate was narrow and small, and that the way was narrow as well?  Doesn’t that seem awfully – narrow?

Notice that the gate at issue in order to enter the kingdom is not right at the start of the kingdom.  It is long before then, with a narrow way after the gate – then life in the kingdom.  Notice also that one is not guaranteed entry into the kingdom or even into the narrow gate by the ways that may Jews were thinking would guarantee them entry:

· Not being or trying to be like a Pharisee (Matthew 5:20)

· Not being Jewish or a descendent of Abraham (John 8:34-39)

· Not being ‘born again’ in any of the ways that Jews thought (John 3)

How is there a comparison between the narrow gate and the narrow way along the path  to the kingdom, with Church saints and their salvation and sanctification, before going to see the Lord face to face?  What’s different between the Jewish saints anticipating entry into the kingdom and the Church saints anticipating the rapture?

Matthew 7:15-20 (NASU)

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. 

The caution (‘Beware’) is about false prophets, reflecting the warnings about false prophets given by Moses in Deuteronomy chapters 13 (regarding serving other gods)               and 18 (regarding prophecies failing to come true).

Jesus then goes from the sheep – wolf contrast to a good tree – bad tree contrast.  Why change from animals to trees?  It has to do with judging fruit (there’s another reason to not see Matthew 7:1 as a blanket prohibition against judging).  Jesus’ words will not only continue to be valid and valuable in the time of His earthly ministry, but even more so in the Tribulation period:

Matthew 24:23-27 (NASU)

3 Then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ,' or ' There He is,' do not believe him.  24 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.  25 Behold, I have told you in advance.  26 So if they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go out, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe them.

See also Revelation 16:13 regarding the false prophet – one of the satanic trinity.  But for us in the Church Peter made a distinction between false prophets and false teachers:

2 Peter 2:1 (NASU)

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

A survey of the New Testament epistles shows that dealing with false teaching and false teachers is a major theme of these epistles.  Though it is clear that the authors of Scripture opposed false teachers and false teaching often, the issue has escalated in magnitude since the time of the apostles.

Matthew 7:21-23 (NASU)

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

In the verses above, Jesus said that there would be many who would base their qualifications for entry into the kingdom of heaven (aka, kingdom of God = millennial kingdom) on what they call Christ superficially, and what they say they have done in Christ’s name – however impressive.  Namedropping, however it sounds, and outward actions, however impressive they may appear, are not what qualifies a person for entry into the yet coming kingdom.  Christ said that these namedroppers and “actors’ are ones that He never knew and in fact don’t live up to their impressive claims of great works.  Here is what Christ said to the 70 disciples that He had sent out:

Luke 10:17-20 (NASU)

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 18 And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.  20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

Names are recorded in heaven because people believe.  And it is those who believe whom the Lord knows.  This holds true for those under Law as well as for those under Grace.

In verse 22 Christ used the word pair, “that day”, and in verse 23 “then”.  “That day” (sometimes coupled with “then”) was a term used by the Old Testament prophets in reference to a future prophesied day, often of the time of Christ’s reign on earth.   Isaiah chapter 11 is typical of passages in the Old Testament prophets, who wrote of the coming reign of the long-promised descendent of David:

Isaiah 11:1, 6, 10 (NASU)

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit… 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them… 10 Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.

Appendix:  Passages referring to us knowing God and/or God knowing us.

Exodus 33:17 (NASU)

The Lord said to Moses, "I will also do this thing of which you have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have known you by name." 

Psalm 1:6 (NASU)

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

But the way of the wicked will perish.

John 10:14-15 (NASU)

I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

John 10:27-29 (NASU)

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.      29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand."

Romans 8:29-30 (NASU)

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

1 Corinthians 8:3 (NASU)

but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.

1 Corinthians 13:12 (NASU)

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.

2 Timothy 2:19 (NASU)

Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His,"…
� See Appendix, next page, for passages that refer to God knowing the saints and the saints knowing God.
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