Matthew 5:33-48 (NASU)
The Law of Oaths
33 Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not make false vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.  

36 Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  37 But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything beyond these is of evil. 
Leviticus 19:12 (NASU)
You shall not swear falsely by My name, so as to profane the name of your God; I am the Lord. 
The Mosaic Law allowed the taking of an oath, but the Pharisees went beyond what the Law permitted by endeavoring to make an oath valid on the basis of swearing by God or by the earth or by Jerusalem.  Their oath was open to their interpretation of this law. They tolerated people having mental reservations in giving oaths. 
The Jews had been misusing this command.  They were saying that this command does not say you shall not swear falsely. They took it to mean that if you attach God’s name to it, it must be true, but if you swear to something being true, and leave off the name of God, it is acceptable to not tell the truth. The Lord here is saying that this is not the correct interpretation of the command.  Whether or not the Lord’s name is attached to an oath or not, yes means yes, and no means no; (speak the truth.)   

The third Commandment says: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).   The Lord’s command to the Jews was to uphold the honor of His Name.  His Name in Scripture is always a revealing of His nature.  For example, He is holy, just, all-wise, and omnipotent. His many attributes and characteristics are revealed in His Names.  
“Whenever an ancient scribe copied the sacred manuscripts, he would stop before writing the Name of God, bathe himself all over, then return to his writing table with a new, hitherto-unused pen, and then proceed to write the Name of God in whatever form it appeared. It was always in holy awe and reverence that a scribe even read any of the Names of God.”
  
“make no oath at all” – “oath” (omnuo: om-noo'-o); to swear, i.e. take (or declare on) oath.   “A solemn attestation of the truth or inviolability of one’s words; an irreverent or careless use of a sacred name.”
  

The words of the Lord here have been interpreted by some groups and individuals to mean that one is not to take a legal oath in court.  The Lord’s point here is the importance of truthfulness. In legal proceedings one is often required to take an oath to indicate ones promise to speak the truth. When one takes an oath in court, it is simply an affirmation that he/she is speaking the truth. 
When Scripture is compared with Scripture, it is evident that there are passages where the oath is allowed by the Lord.  For example, Paul, the Apostle confirmed his testimony on several occasions by calling upon God for a witness. 

2 Corinthians 1:23 (NASU)
But I call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you I did not come again to Corinth. 

(Also see Galatians 1:20; Philippines 1:8)
Swearing with an oath is not condemned by the Lord unless it is deceitful (untruthful) or needless.  Also, there is the useless taking of God’s name in profanity.  

People are heard to call upon the holy, righteous name of God and of His Son Jesus Christ to express anger, disapproval, and overemphasis.  This type of use of God’s name comes from an evil heart.  Paul wrote to his ‘son in the faith’, Timothy:
Titus 2:7-8 (NASU)
In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 
Laws Regarding Retaliation 
38 You have heard that it was said, 'An Eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 

Exodus 21:22-25 (NASU)
If men struggle with each other and strike a woman with child so that she gives birth prematurely, yet there is no injury, he shall surely be fined as the woman's husband may demand of him, and he shall pay as the judges decide.  23 But if there is any further injury, then you shall appoint as a penalty life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 

The Pharisees interpreted an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth as a basis for personal vengeance and retaliation. It was never intended that this commandment be taken as grounds for one’s personal vengeance.  This commandment had to do with a judicial matter.  Punishment for a crime was to be done in a court of law. The punishment for the crime was to fit that particular crime that was committed.   

39 But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.  

This verse does not have to do with self defense. This verse pertains to personal insults.  One of the means of dishonoring a person was to slap them on the face.  A slap on the face was not an injury.  It could be just a mild slap.  The thing that was intended by the smack was to insult a person.  A person would slap another on the cheek with the hand and then come back with the same hand across the other cheek. Jesus is saying here not to retaliate for insults. Christ is saying to let the insult be complete and not to pay back for an insult.  The main thought of this verse is about personal insult and not assault.  

40 If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also
.  

“shirt” - (chiton- khee-tone'); an inner or under garment, in Jewish context (Hebrew: halik).

“coat” – (himation- him-at'-ee-on); in this context, along with chiton, means the outer garment (Hebrew: talit).  It was used by the poor as a sleeping blanket (Exodus 22:26-27 below).  

This verse again has to do with legal proceedings among Jews. If someone wanted to take the disciple’s inner garment for some offense, the disciple was to part with it willingly.  He should be willing to part with his outer garment as well.  However, under the Mosaic Law, a person’s outer garment was something he or she had a right to retain.  

Exodus 22:26-27 (NASU)
If you ever take your neighbor's cloak [Greek Old Testament: himation] as a pledge, you are to return it to him before the sun sets, 27 for that is his only covering [blanket]; it is his cloak for his body. What else shall he sleep in? And it shall come about that when he cries out to Me, I will hear him, for I am gracious.   (See also Deuteronomy 24:13)

Verse 40 is a statement in the form of hyperbole.  Jesus did not desire for the disciples to go about naked any more than he desired them to cut off their hands or pluck out their eyes.  He wanted them to be generous and open handed.  

 41 Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.  This verse has to do with official demands.  This was part of the Roman law that a Roman soldier could insist a person carry his goods for one mile.  What the Lord is saying here is that if the law requires you to go one mile, go two miles – beyond what the law requires.
Profitability in God’s sight is to go beyond the command in serving Him and others.  

“Whatever you do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men.” Colossians 3:23

42 Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 
The Lord taught His disciples, living under the Law of Moses, to give what others requested of them, assuming that it is within their power to do so. This was to apply to loans as well as gifts. 
Exodus 22:25 (NASU)
If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, you are not to act as a creditor to him; you shall not charge him interest. 
Leviticus 25:37 (NASU)
You shall not give him your silver at interest, nor your food for gain. 
Deuteronomy 23:19 (NASU)
You shall not charge interest to your countrymen: interest on money, food, or anything that may be loaned at interest. 
The Law required that these disciples have a generous spirit. 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (NASU)
If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; 8 but you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks. 9 Beware that there is no base thought in your heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,' and your eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him nothing; then he may cry to the Lord against you, and it will be a sin in you. 10 You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings. 
The Lord does not ask the disciples to give everything away.
Proverb 22:26-27 (NASU)
Do not be among those who give pledges, among those who become guarantors for debts. 27 If you have nothing with which to pay, why should he take your bed from under you? 
During this church age we are do good as we have the opportunity.  Also, we understand that our giving is to not be done from necessity, but cheerfully. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NASU)
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
2 Corinthians 8:12 (NASU)
For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 
Galatians 6:10 (NASU)
So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
The Law of Love
43 You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Luke’s account is more detailed, in 6:27-36 (NASU):
But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29 Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either.  30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.  31 Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.  32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount.  35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
Leviticus 19:18 (NASU)
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. 

The Lord here in the Sermon on the Mount does not disown any of the commandments of the Mosaic Law.  He is repudiating the Pharisaic interpretation of the commandments.

The Pharisees defined “neighbor” and “enemy” in three ways:
· They said that neighbor means fellow Jew and enemy means the Gentiles.

· They said that it was alright to have an internal hatred toward those considered to be enemies.

· They said that neighbor means fellow Pharisee and any non-Pharisee would be an enemy, notably the Sadducees.

The Lord gives us the greatest example of love toward enemies in these verses:
Romans 5:10 (NASU)
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Colossians 1:21 (NASU) 
And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.
“you are to be perfect”- (teleios- tel'-i-os); The godly disciples, who knew the Old Testament knew that all their “righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” (Isaiah 64:6) They are also aware of such truths as Jeremiah 23:6 “...and this is His name by which He will be called, 'The Lord our righteousness.'”  They see that God must do everything for them for salvation. (See Matthew 4:4; Psalm 18:2)
In the New Testament epistles we have promises of our completeness “in Christ”:
Colossians 2:10 (NASU)

And in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority. 

2 Corinthians 3:5-6 (NASU)

Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

We in the church of our day look to the Lord for the practically outworking of His will in our lives, by His in-working.  Here is what the epistles tell us who in the body of Christ.
Ephesians 4:15-16, 29 (NASU)

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love… 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

Romans 12:14-21 (NASU)

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the Lord.
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