How do we approach Matthew 5-7, Luke 6 & similar discourses?

Matthew 5-7: Context, Content & the Coming Kingdom

Both in its larger context in the book of Matthew, and in its content in Matthew chapters 5-7,    the Sermon on the Mount is spoken by Jesus Christ to Jews, in Israel, who are under the Law    of Moses which is God’s specifically revealed content for application under the Principle of  Law for the nation of Israel until the second coming of Christ (see supplement in last Sunday’s handout or http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/07/principle-of-law-vs-principle-of-grace.pdf).  At the second coming of Christ, which will begin the reign of Christ in the coming kingdom, Israel will have the Law written on their hearts, so they will need no teachers (no rabbis), and the Holy Spirit will be continually indwelling all Jews who enter the kingdom, so that they will live out and obey the Law of Moses from the heart and be blessed      as Israel was promised to be blessed when they obeyed
.     

What is applicable to us in the Church 

While we have been presenting that the Sermon on the Mount is directed to the Jews and in keeping with the anticipation pf the coming kingdom, we do not want to convey that the Sermon on the Mount has nothing for us in the Church.  There are indeed a number of ways in which the content of the Sermon on the Mount has direct application to believers in the Church = the Body of Christ:

· The character of God is always the same and God does not lie or change His mind (1 Samuel 15:29; Malachi 3:6; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 1:10-12; 6:18; 13:8; James 1:17).

· God is always the Creator & everything else has a creature relationship to Him (Genesis 1:1; Matthew 19:4; Mark 13:19; Acts 14:15; 17:24,24; Colossians 1:15)
· .

· Once having fallen, all those “in Adam” have the same nature (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; 42-49).

· Salvation for all those “in Adam” is always by faith in God’s provision (Genesis 22:1-14; Isaiah 12:2; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 4:1-25; Galatians 3:6-9)
· The earth that we walk is cursed until the time when all things are restored (Genesis 3:17-19; 5:29; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 22:3)
· Though Israel has a different relationship to the kingdom 
· that Christ spoke of in the Sermon on the Mount than we do, we also have a place in and a similar forward-looking time perspective on the coming Kingdom (Acts 28:23, 31; 2 Thessalonians 1:5).  

· Like Israel, the entrance into the kingdom is not on the basis of something earthly, but is spiritual (Romans 9:6; 11:26; 14:7; James 2:5).

· While Israel was then under the Principle of Law, and we in the Church are under the Principle of Grace, we are going to find that the ethics, morals, and even some of the spiritual principles conveyed in the Sermon on the Mount have a lot in common with what is revealed for Church Age believers in the New Testament epistles (see Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7).  Why?  Because God does not change.  Is there any encouragement, for example, to simply repeat prayers again and again, in either the Sermon on the Mount or the epistles?     Is there not encouragement to forgive in both the Sermon on the Mount and in the epistles? 

What is for Israel, but given for our understanding & spiritual benefit

Israel was given the Law of Moses most explicitly, and the covenants (Romans 9:4; Ephesians 2:12; Abraham, Moses, Land, David, New Covenant).  Christ will reign as Israel’s King – the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2; 27:11), in Israel’s land.  So if we are not Jewish and not going  to be among the Jews and receiving the land and kingdom promises God gave to the Jews, then should we just ignore the things Christ said to the Jews?  No, because in addition to the things that are applicable to us as listed on the prior page, Paul wrote to his fellow worker Timothy:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASU)

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

God has revealed many things that are not for us to seek to apply directly – even in the New Testament epistles written to the Body of Christ.  Paul clearly sent Titus to Crete, for instance, but that does not mean that each of us is assigned to appoint biblically qualified elders in Crete!  But God has revealed many things in Scripture in order for us to have a godly perspective on what God has done, is doing and will do in the future.  Many things were written for our benefit as examples:

1 Corinthians 10:1-6a (NASU)

For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these things happened [and obviously were written down] as examples for us… 

The time perspective of the Sermon

The Sermon on the Mount was for the time that Jesus spoke to his disciples (likely not just the twelve, but to the larger group that included the twelve). Jesus directed the Sermon on the Mount:

To those who were Jews specifically at the time that Christ delivered the Sermon, until the time of His second coming, but excluding the time of the Church.  The time of the Church extends from Acts chapter 2 until the Rapture, prior to the Tribulation period.  This can be shown graphically like this:
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Ethnic Jews who believe during the time of the Church become part of the body of Christ (Galatians 3:28) and are saved and live under the under the Principle of Grace. 

The Law of Moses: getting it right

Jesus, as pointed out last Sunday, would take the Jews back to the original content of the Law   of Moses, clarifying the original intent of the Law of Moses.  He stripped away the various traditions and developments which changed the original content and the original intent of the Law of Moses, which was a law that started at the heart level – not just external compliance.

Jesus made clear that the original intent of the Law of Moses was exactly what God had in mind for the Jews, and that God intended it to start from the heart.  The culture had come to see that the scribes and the Pharisees - the cultural heroes – were the ones who had the Law of Moses ‘down pat’.  Most people saw these men as exemplary
.  Jesus saw these men otherwise:

Matthew 5:20 (NASU)

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

This brief statement, of course, was shocking news!  How could anyone ever expect to enter heaven if one had to be even better than the scribes and the Pharisees?!  But that brings up another point that was shocking for the Jews to hear:   

A new concept for the Jews: ‘Will I be qualified to enter the kingdom?’

The Sermon on the Mount, in chapters 5 and 7, zeroes in on the issue of entry into the kingdom (i.e., the kingdom of heaven = kingdom of God = Millennial kingdom = the kingdom):

Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 7:13-14

Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

Matthew 18:1-3 (NASU)

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 19:23, 24 (see also Luke 18:24,25 & Mark 10:23-25)

And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Matthew 21:31 (NASU)

"Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you."  

Matthew 23:13

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

Mark 9:47 (see also Matthew 5:29,30)

If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell.

Mark 10:15 (see also Luke 18:17)

Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all. 

John 3:3, 5-7 (NASU)

Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."…  5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'"

The bottom line in kingdom entry is that just being Jewish will not get one into the kingdom.  It is only the Jewish person who believes so as to be born again who will enter the kingdom.  There is also a qualification for kingdom entry for the ethnic Gentile. That Jewish person who is born again
 will have heart and behavioral outcomes that characterize them, and that even impact that person’s relative standing among those who enter the kingdom.  But just saying the ‘right words’ and even claiming to do some impressive things will not in themselves qualify a person for entry into the kingdom:

Matthew 7:21-23 (NASU)

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.'

Notice also that the indications from this passage, and from Matthew 7:13,14 are that the number who will enter the kingdom out of the Tribulation period will be smaller (‘few’) than the number who do not qualify for entry (‘many’).  Jesus urged that His disciples be among ‘the few’ who qualify to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Supplement:

What is our relationship to the King of the coming kingdom?

One way to clearly see the difference God intended between Jews who are saved, but not a part of the Church, and Jews (and Gentiles) who are saved and are a part of the Church, is to contrast the relationship of each to the King of the coming kingdom:

Ethnic Jews who are saved,                                       but are not part of the Church

Ethnic Jews who are saved will come into the coming Kingdom either as resurrected saints (e.g, David, Elijah, Isaiah), or having earthly bodies as we have now, and having physically survived the Tribulation period.

Christ will reign as King of the Jews during the coming kingdom, from Jerusalem, in Israel, with Christ seated on David’s throne.

Ethnic Jews who are saved have citizenship in the earthly Jerusalem of the coming earthly kingdom, where their hope is, and where their names are written in Jerusalem’s book of life.  The book of life is the list of living honorable citizens.

Jews (and Gentiles) who are saved and have been placed into the Church 

Jews (and Gentiles) who are saved and have been placed into the Church will all come into the coming kingdom as resurrected saints, having been raptured and having been with Christ in heaven during the Tribulation period.

The Church will reign with Christ, as His Bride, and of the royal household.  Christ will be Lord, but not the King, over the Church.

Those in the Church have a heavenly citizenship, where their names are written in the book of life, and their blessed hope is the Savior Who comes for them from heaven to take them to heaven.  It is from there that the Church will come to the earthly kingdom with Christ.

See also the accompanying Book of Life Supplement.

The time of the Church








� Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:22-38; Deuteronomy 28:1-14.


� Paul described himself as one of those cultural heroes in Philippians 3:4-6, “If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.” (NASU)


� Being born again is a term applicable to both ethnic Jews who believe and are therefore saved so as to qualify for entrance into the kingdom (John 3:3,5,7), and for those who believe during the Church age and are therefore placed into the body of Christ (1 Peter 1:3, 23).
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