Revelation 19:11-21 – On a white horse!

The second coming

This part of chapter 19 is where John describes the event that has come to be known as the second coming of Christ.  It describes Christ coming to deal with the armies arrayed against the nation and people of Israel, and to establish the Millennial Kingdom.    

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

Now - at last - we have come to the culmination of the Tribulation period.  John describes for us the majestic and awesome scene that is before him.  This is a scene with heaven opened – if you can imagine what that might be like.  The Greek here for opened is a perfect participle, which means that the opening of heaven was a completed past action with ongoing results.  One more thing for us to keep in mind as we read this passage:

· Jewish symbolic descriptions are not intended to make sense or appear aesthetically pleasing by the visual image as we imagine what is described

The beauty of Jewish symbolism is in the meaning of each symbol – not how it looks when we put those images together in our mind’s eye.  With that in mind, let’s look at what John sees.
First, John sees a white horse.  A white horse was not an everyday sight in John’s day.  White horses were ridden by emperors and generals and other high ranking military officers.  Further, the white horse would also be ridden by high ranking military officers when they had been victorious in battle, in a victory procession.  Unlike the white horse we read about in chapter 6, the rider of this white horse is called Faithful and True.  With that fact alone, we can be quite certain about the identification of the rider.  We were told in Revelation 3:14 that the Lord Jesus is the one who is faithful and true.  All of the messages to the seven churches were from the Lord Jesus Christ, including this, the last message.  The phrase, “the faithful and true Witness,”  is quoted here because the phrase has both prophetic and legal meaning – it meant the opposite of “false witness”.  Christ was qualified both prophetically and legally to testify.  He spoke the truth without fail.  In the legal proceedings of John’s time, the testimony of the one who is “faithful and true” was a prerequisite to judgment.

That would explain why John would write next, “In righteousness He judges and wages war…”  And that’s important, too, isn’t it?  The Lord Jesus is qualified both to judge and to carry out judgment because He is righteous.  The Lord Jesus is right to carry out this judgment because He comes to a world that has – in general - rejected the gracious offer of mercy.  Even an offer given at our Lord’s own expense!  Our Lord does not simply have righteousness – He IS the definition of righteousness by His very nature.  There’s even more to His judging and waging war, as we’ll see shortly.   

We are told in verse 12 that His eyes are a flame of fire.  You may recall back in January this year when we first looked at the verses in Revelation chapters 1 and 2 that describe our Lord has having eyes like a flame of fire.    

Revelation 1:14

His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 

Revelation 2:18

"And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this…”

Back when we studied these passages, we saw that “eyes like flames of fire was a figure of speech indicating the penetrating judgment of the Lord Jesus.  We see that same character reflected in Paul’s writings in 1 Corinthians 3:12-14 and Romans 3:23, 4:2.

We also saw that the description of the Messiah by John as having eyes like flames of fire is a direct reflection of the description of the Messiah in Daniel 10:5,6:

I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a certain man dressed in linen, whose waist was girded with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His body also was like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a tumult.

John also describes the Lord Jesus as having many diadems on his head.  At first we might be asking, “How is He going to have many diadems – kingly crowns – on one head?”  Boy!  Isn’t that kind of awkward?  Many crowns on one head?  But again we must remember that this is Jewish symbolism.  In the Jewish mind it isn’t a matter of what it looks like or whether it is practical.  What matters is what it means!  And many diadems means that He reigns supreme.  His royalty is not nominal or secondary.  He is supremely in authority – above all else –no higher authority! None!

Then what’s this about the name written on Himself which nobody knows but Himself?

First of all, a name in the Jewish mindset is not just a word that you call someone by – it is an identity.  There are things about the Lord that are not revealed.  We read earlier in Revelation about an event that the Lord told John not to write about  - remember that? 
It may well be that there are things that cannot be explained to human beings in terms that we can understand.

Reading that He has a robe dipped in blood seems like it might be a bit gross.  But the reality is that He is the one who shed His blood for the whole world.  But now He is one who will shed the blood of those who vainly would oppose Him.

He is the word of God.  As the logos, He is God’s message.  He is the full expression of who God is.

14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 

15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 

16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

Notice something here: the armies are clothed in fine linen – white and clean.  That stands in contrast to the Lord, who was clothed in a robe dipped in blood.  Though they are armies, these do not carry out any judgment – the Lord does it all.  They are clothed in fine white linen, and it stays white.

Back in Revelation 19:8 the bride of the Lamb was described in the very same way.  The bride of the Lamb is now part of the army coming with Him.  The saints at the church of Sardis are told in Revelation chapter 3 that they would walk with the Lord in white, and that the overcomers would be clothed in white: the righteousness of the Lord – faith accounted as righteousness by the Lord.

These with the white robes follow the Lord Jesus, also on white horses.  They ride white horses like the Lord Himself – both angels and glorified church age saints – that’s us!  And that makes sense since this is the same Lord with whom we are now seated in the heavenlies.  We have His righteousness – so are entitled to wear white.  We are enthroned with Him positionally - even now.  And we will celebrate with Him the marriage supper of the Lamb, and we will ride with Him on white horses like Him.  But He alone will carry out the judgments.

Verse 15 says that from His mouth comes a sharp sword, and we have seen this same word picture before, and will see it again:

•  Revelation 1:16   

•  Revelation 2:12

•  Revelation 2:16

•  Revelation 19:15

•  Revelation 19:21
The Greek word for “sword” used here, as we saw back in chapters 1 and 2, is not the typical word for sword used in the New Testament – the machaira – the Roman shorter battle sword.  Instead, it is the Greek word for the barbarian battle sword – the ramphaia - about 5 feet long – swung with both hands overhead.  It is the word used for the sword which comes from the mouth of our Lord five times in this book, and is used only up until this chapter – then never again.  The ramphaia – the massive barbarian battle sword - was designed to hack flesh and limbs and heads in deadly fashion.  

But the picture is given to us to tell us that the Lord Jesus on His second coming will destroy those who oppose Him with the awesome word of His mouth.  That is why you and I will not lift a finger – even though we believers will be in His armies coming with Him.  The Lord simply speaks and His judgment is carried out.  His words are mighty and powerful – fully potent.

We are told, then, that our Lord strikes down the nations.  This a fulfillment of Psalm 2.  The Lord opposes those who have rejected His grace, and those nations entrenched in the world system who stand with Satan’s allies.

He also will rule the nations with a rod of iron.  This refers to the time in which our Lord will rule the nations in the Millennium with a rod of iron.  Every injustice will be immediately resolved.  Evil will not be allowed to continue.  All evils will be corrected – period.  We’ll take a closer look at the Millennial reign of our Lord when we get to chapter 20.   This phrase about ruling the nations with a rod of iron is also from Psalm 2.  Interestingly, the Greek word translated “rule” here is poimaino – to shepherd – which fits because 1 Peter 5:4 says that Christ is the “Chief Shepherd”

The mention of the winepress as an expression of God’s wrath was brought up in Revelation 14 (from Joel 3:13-16).  The winepress, with certain kinds of grapes, would produce a red juice, so that those treading the press would look as if covered with blood.  It is the Lord who carries out the judgment, and the winepress is the expression of God’s wrath.  The word for wrath (Greek: orges) is the same word used in I Thessalonians 1:10 and 5:9 where the church is told it will not be subject to God’s wrath.

It is also the same Greek word that used in Revelation chapter 6 to describe the wrath of God and of the Lamb – the start of the Tribulation period.  The church is not subject to the wrath of God at any time during the Tribulation period because they have been taken out at the rapture beforehand.

It will be helpful for us to gain some insight into what is being described here.  Our Lord is not simply going all over the globe at this point and killing everybody in sight.  The Lord’s attack described in these verses is entirely focused on this one area of the globe and specifically concerns Israel.  That is because our Lord made covenants - unconditional promises – to Abraham and with Israel through Moses and with David.  And God intends to keep those promises!  Scripture says that God is the Promise Keeper!  So since God is going to keep His promises, His Son will protect Israel from an overwhelming enemy – preserving Israel miraculously.  So there is a campaign – not a single battle – called the campaign of Armageddon.

The campaign of Armageddon, following the destruction of Babylon, focuses primarily on three locations in and about Israel, which are the primary battle sites in this campaign:

· Har Megiddo in the north end of Israel – Armageddon

· Then in the area of Jerusalem

· Then down in the wilderness area which includes Bozrah and Petra

The pictorial outline of the battle of was given in “38 Revelation – Supplement - September 20, 2009”.   
We should keep in mind that Armageddon has to do with:

· Satanically motivated forces attacking, on several battle fronts

· Israel, God’s chosen people, is the singular target

· God’s protection of Israel, as He promised millennia ago

· God’s wrath revealed against those opposing Israel and His Messiah’s reign 
Our Lord has on His thigh and on His robe the name “King of Kings and Lord of Lords”.  We have already been told that He has many crowns – many diadems.  This is telling us as well that His authority is above all authorities.  Notice that the name is both on His person and on His robe.  The name on His thigh is about His essential authority.  The name on His robe is about the authority given Him because of what He has done - having taken upon Himself for the sins of the whole world.  The word translated “written” is in the perfect tense – it is permanent.  What is written on Him and on His robe is not variable.  As Hebrews 13:8 tells us, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great." 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

John turns His attention - and ours – away from the description of the Lord as He is returning.  Now he describes for us the deluded rulers and armies of earth – having followed the prince of the power of the air and his earthly leaders.  The one speaking these things in verses 17 and 18 is – perhaps surprisingly – standing on the sun.  He is painting a picture with words of the great slaughter of the Tribulation period.  Men of great authority and those of little authority will give their lives for nothing – taking a place of opposition to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The angel is, in effect, calling in “the natural cleanup crew” – carrion eating birds.  Among these captured we find the Beast – the antichrist – the servant of Satan.  

20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 

Remember that Satan, the beast, the false prophet are the Satanic trinity - an evil and temporary counter-image to the Father, Son and The Holy Spirit.  See how the false prophet is described:

· He performed signs in the presence of the beast.  

· The signs were used to deceive people.

· The people who received the mark were also the ones who worshipped the image of the beast.

We have in this verse our first introduction to the Lake of Fire. We’ll read more about the Lake of Fire in Revelation 20:10-15, when we’ll take a closer look at what the Bible teaches on the subject.  What is not typical of the usual in this verse is that these beings go directly into the Lake of Fire. There is no delay nor judgment deliberations nor white throne judgment.  Just direct delivery to the Lake of Fire.

21 And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

The rest – those other than the beast and the false prophet – were killed by the spoken word of the Lord.  These will end up in the Lake of Fire as well…as after a time of judgment that we’ll read about in the next chapter.  But only the beast and the false prophet will go to the Lake of Fire directly. 

These ghastly events in the last part of chapter 19 do not reflect cruelty and severity and heartless slaughter on God’s part.  Instead, these gruesome events reflect God’s wrath poured out upon a willful refusal on the part of the mass of humanity of the offer of grace and mercy and blessing to those who would believe.  These masses would rather spit in the face of the Lord who willingly died on their behalf.  These masses shake their fist at the Lord and attack His covenant people with the intent to annihilate them – wipe them from the face of the earth.  Let us – in contrast – receive the grace and mercy of the Lord so vast and deep that it will take eternity for us to fathom the depths of God’s mercy and grace and love.  Let us – in contrast to these - be ever more absorbed with the wonder of our Lord and the glory that He so unfathomably shares with us as we are even now seated with Him.  Let us – in contrast to these – look forward to His coming!

Maranatha!  Our Lord come!
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