Q&A 32 Revisited: What does the Bible teach about covenants…?
A:

One other important reason why we in the church do not have our own covenant:                
Most of the biblical covenants either have a condition for a man or mankind to carry out and/or, the covenant contains God's promise to carry out something in the future.  But for us in the church, we are blessed only on the condition that we believe (which does not merit anything), and rather than waiting for things to happen, we find that God has already done so many things:

· Blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ 

· Seated us with Him 

· Made us complete in Him 

· Baptized us into Christ 

· Made Christ to indwell us

…and many, many more.  So we are not waiting for God to carry out a promise, or waiting for a future generation to see the promise fulfilled, but we are always 'running to catch up' to all of the ways that God has already done marvelous things by His amazing grace.  We do have some things to wait for, but they are with certain hope and comparatively few:

 

Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
As a generalization, for saints who lived substantially under the Old Testament covenants, faith consisted of believing God for what was promised but not yet seen and visibly fulfilled nor fully revealed (Hebrews 11:3, 39).  For us who believe in this time, since we are under grace, faith consists more in believing what God has already done and supernaturally revealed to us, so as to walk in those things (2 Corinthians 5:7).  Further, that there would be a church, with every blessing in the heavenly places, in Christ, was not specifically revealed nor promised in the Old Testament.  For Old Testament times, and even the time of the New Testament’s four gospels, revelation from God was ongoing, and progressive, and anticipative.  For us who are in the body of Christ at this time, however, God’s revelation is not ongoing, but complete (Jude 3), and our faith has some anticipations for the future, but consists more in relying upon what God has already done, fully accomplished and revealed.   By faith we understand, live, walk by, and grow in it (Galatians 2:19, 20; 1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18).      
Q&A 18 Revisited: What about the passages that are used to support loss of salvation?
A: 

1 Samuel 16:14

Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him.
There are at least two kinds of questions that this verse brings up, and one relates to what it means for the Spirit of the Lord to depart from Saul, and the other relates to an evil spirit from the Lord.  Along with that, does this verse have a bearing on loss of salvation?

One critical insight is that the people of Israel did not have assurance of the universal, continual presence of the Holy Spirit among those who believed.  So we will find instances where the Holy Spirit would enter (Ezekiel 12:2) or leave a person (like 1 Samuel 16:14), or that there would be concern or pleadings that the Holy Spirit not depart from the believer (Psalm 51:11).  So the departure of the Holy Spirit in Old Testament times did not indicate that salvation was lost, nor did the entrance of the Holy Spirit indicate that a person had just been saved.  The Holy Spirit will be universally, continuously present in the hearts of the people of Israel in the coming Millennial Kingdom (Isaiah 44:3; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:27).

But the second part of 1 Samuel 16:14 is that is that an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him.  It is of value for us to realize that the Lord uses evil spirits for His purposes in various ways
:

1 Corinthians 5:5 (see also 1 Timothy 1:20
)
I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

2 Corinthians 12:7

Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me--to keep me from exalting myself!   

See also Revelation 9:1-6.  There appears to be substantial evidence that God can use evil spirits, and even Satan, for His purposes, either among His saints or among the unsaved.  The use of an evil spirit, however, does not convey loss of salvation.  
Luke 9:23-26

And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  26 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

As we read this passage, and others in the four gospels and in all of Scripture, it is critical to recognize context.  This was addressed to Jesus’ disciples, in a Jewish context.

Event





Matthew 
Mark 

Luke

Peter says Jesus is the Christ of God 

16:21-28 
8:31-9:1 
9:18-27
Jesus had just sent His disciples out two by two, telling them not even to go in the way of the Gentiles, and then initially turned away a Gentile woman.  In both cases, the clear target was “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”. 

Matthew 10:2-7 (middle of AD 28, assuming an AD 30 date for the crucifixion)

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  7 And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'"
Matthew 15:21-24 (middle of AD 29, assuming an AD 30 date for the crucifixion)

Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed." 23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, "Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us." 24 But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
One should also observe that seemingly extreme appeals from rabbis to their disciples about the cost of being a rabbi’s disciple was typical of rabbis, and somewhat comparable to the figure of speech about hating one’s father, mother, etc.  But these are not salvation by faith verses, and they are pre-cross. The cross piece that a condemned person carried was called a patibulum, and was not the symbol of an accomplished death, but always looking forward to one’s own death, always yet to take place.  And in this context, Christ’s death had not taken place, nor had identification with His death.  Christ is still continuing, even after this passage, going to point His disciples to the Law of Moses (Luke 10:26; 16:16, 17).

For us in the body of Christ, there is not the call to pick up one’s cross-piece daily in anticipation of our own death, but rather to continuously reckon, consider and count oneself dead to sin, as an accomplished fact, having been baptized into Christ’s death (Romans 6:1-11).  Galatians 2:19, 20 looks to our death with Christ on the cross as an accomplished fact, with current consequences, and such that Christ is now the one living in and through us.  
Galatians 2:19-20

"For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me."

So our place as saints in the body of Christ is not one of picking up our cross-piece daily to follow Christ as Jesus appealed to the Jewish disciples, but rather it is one of counting upon Christ’s death, and our death with Him.  So Luke 9:23-26 is not relevant to the salvation or loss of salvation question.  It is a passage directed to pre-cross Jewish disciples, appealing for them to count the cost of being Christ’s disciple, and to place requirements for entrance of Jews into the kingdom.  Remember that the Jews believed that they were going to get into the kingdom (kingdom of God, or kingdom of heaven) just because they were Jewish, and Christ often shocked them by laying conditions for entrance into that future kingdom, saying that some Jews would get in and some would not (see Sermon on the Mount Series, “03 The Concept_How do we approach the Sermon?”, pages 3, 4).
Q&A 33: When were the earliest ages in history?

A: 
The other way to ask this question is, “How long ago did Adam live?” assuming that Adam was the first human being and that Adam’s creation, along with all of God’s creation, as recorded in Genesis, are counted as historical (having ‘historicity’).

Historians have developed a system of techniques for assessing historical documents and evidence, and though these techniques by no means eliminate controversy or uncertainty, it is possible for historians to establish a generally accepted chronology for major points and the major sequence of civilizations that extends back to about 5000 years ago.  Before that time, historical records are far more debatable, and subject to interpretation, as universally accepted literary sources and physical evidence for civilization before 5000 years ago almost do not exist.  

When we seek to establish the historicity of people and events that are described in the Bible, we find that unverifiable presuppositions regarding the reliability of the Bible begin to greatly impact the answers people give about some pivotal questions of history, some of which we have discussed or will discuss at HHBC.  At the two ‘ends of the range of perspectives’ are:

Minimalists: Only those parts of the Bible that are independently confirmed are trusted to be historical.  God, and all other spiritual belief (such as angels, demons), are assumed to be the product of Jewish culture.  Cause and effect must be explained entirely within the physical realm, excluding the spiritual realm in such explanations.  Only science and the physical realm have a hope of being certain and knowing anything. 
Maximalists: The Bible is taken as historical evidence on its own, not requiring external verification of every person and event to be trusted.  God is seen as the Creator of all other beings and things, visible and invisible, as the Bible says.  Cause and effect may                be explained within the physical realm or the spiritual realm, or both.  Only the Bible has a hope of revealing anything with certainty and knowing the truth, and scientific inquiry complements the Bible, but not on the same basis of authority and certainty. 

The Minimalist worldview (which is based upon a set of unverifiable assumptions),              ends up with an age of the earth that is about 4½ billion years, says that multi-cellular life forms began about 600 million years ago, and that man has evolved from an advanced primate over the last few millions of years, only to develop something like what we would call an agricultural village about 10,000 years ago, and the beginnings of civilization about 5000 years ago (about 3000 BC).  All processes in written history or prior to written history are viewed as evolutionary developments, including the history of the people of Israel, and the Israelites’ views of God and the spiritual realm.
The Maximalist worldview (which is also based, from the standpoint of logic and science, on unverifiable assumptions) would take the historical records, in general agreement with the minimalist, as an outline of history up to about 5000 years ago (about 3000 BC).  But the Maximalist, assuming the Bible to express true history, would extend the record of written history back to the time of Adam.  If one assumes that the genealogies in the Bible are literal, complete, and without genealogical gaps, then we arrive at an age for the earth and of mankind of about 6000 years.  Even if one accepts that there may be genealogical gaps in the biblical records, the earliest ages of history - and that means back to the creation of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, as recorded in Genesis chapters 1 and 2 - may extend back, at most, to approximately 10,000 years, but possibly less.  Dates for persons and events that are prior to about 3000 BC are viewed as necessarily ‘compressed’ into the approximately 6,000 to 10,000 year timeframe for ancient history.
� See also Judges 9:23; 1 Samuel 16:14, 15, 16, 23; 18:10; 19:9





� To deliver someone to Satan seems to be an apostolic authority only, since we do not find an example, direction, or command for anyone else do this same thing.  This is also a very special case, since delivering a person to Satan for the destruction of the flesh is not the means of salvation for all believers.
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