Q&A 27:  Are there good angels going about the earth?  What do we know about them?

Q&A 28: Is the term ‘demon’ and ‘fallen angel’ the same thing?  What do we know about them? 

Angels appear to have been created all at once, in great number (Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 5:11), rather than by reproducing (Matthew 22:30), either before the present heavens and earth were created, or possibly very early in the creation process (Job 38:1-7).  It appears that God allowed them ‘a window of opportunity’ to choose for or against Him, after which both their wills and their destinies were fixed.  The eternal lake of fire has already been prepared for Satan and his angels (aka fallen angels) and is his and their eternal destiny, and they know it (Matthew 25:41; Luke 8:28; Revelation 20:10).  Scripture reveals no offer of nor provision for salvation for the angels.

During their window of opportunity to choose for or against God, Satan led one third of the angels in rebellion against Him (Revelation 12:4; more on Satan below).  These were relegated to the earth and the earth’s atmosphere as their domain until their final time of judgment (Job 1:7; 2:2; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2), except for those who took on human male form and took the daughters of men as wives, producing the nephilim as offspring.  The spirits of those fallen angels who carried out this perversion are held in Tartarus, aka the Abyssos, until their final judgment, except for five months during the coming Tribulation period (2 Peter 2:4,5; Revelation 9:1-11).  Those fallen angels who presently remain on the earth, aka demons or evil spirits (Luke 7:21; Acts 19:15), are responsible for the ill and antisocial behavior of some humans, especially in the first century AD (Matthew through Acts), for idol worship (Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalm 106:37; 1 Corinthians 10:20-21), and for false doctrine (1 Timothy 4:1).  Even now, though, the demons are subject to the Lord’s authority and they know who He is (Mark 1:34).         

Though angels who are faithful to the Lord (about two thirds of the total created number of angels: Revelation 12:4) have often been artistically and dramatically portrayed as infants or women, when they appear in human form in Scripture they always seem to appear as human males (Genesis 19), and the two named angels who are faithful to the Lord are given masculine names (Michael and Gabriel; Daniel 10:13; Luke 1:19).  Angels who are faithful to the Lord do indeed come to earth, as messengers and agents of God sent from heaven, to carry out God’s will by His command (Matthew 13:41; Luke 1:26; Revelation 10:1).  The appearance of angels who are faithful to the Lord can be either one of shocking brightness, such that angels caution the humans that see them not to be afraid nor worship them (Luke 2:10; Revelation 22:9) or they can be perceived as human to the degree that nobody present realizes that the beings are angels, but instead assume that they are human strangers (Genesis 18, 19; Hebrews 13:2).  The angels learn about God’s wisdom by watching us in the church (Ephesians 3:10).                                   
There is quite a variety of mythology, false teachings and idolatry regarding both the angels who are faithful to the Lord and those who are not, so we must turn to Scripture regarding angels of any kind in order to know the spiritual truth. 
Q&A 29:  For what purposes does Satan have access to heaven?
Q&A 30:  Are our failings and sins and all the bad things that happen to us the result of Satan (or his servants) being out there after me all the time?
Satan, who both rebelled against God and led the rebellion against God (Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Revelation 12:4), retains an authority of sorts (2 Peter 2:10; Jude 8).  Satan sought to be like God, and through the serpent in the garden of Eden, appealed to Eve that she could be like God – and Adam who was with her (Genesis 3:5).           
Satan’s realm as head of the fallen angelic hierarchy is now relegated to earth, although he has access to heaven to accuse and appeal to God to carry out his strategies (Job 1 & 2; Revelation 12:10).  These roles and activities are part of his lengthy list of names (see charts in supplement).  

From a practical standpoint the believer has three enemies, and the Lord directs that we deal with each enemy according to the way in which Scripture reveals:

· The sin nature, which when expressed in our human bodies is called the flesh.  This is the internal source of sin.  We are to reckon (consider, count) ourselves dead to the sin nature and alive unto God (Romans 6).  
· The world system, which is subject to Satan, and appeals to the sin nature, should be dealt with similar to the sin nature (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 2:20).  This is the external source of sin.  
· Satan will appeal to us through the sin nature and the world, and will use his hierarchy to oppose us as well.  Our place is to stand in our position and to resist him in that way (Ephesians 6:10-18; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9). 
The way to deal with all three of the above enemies is to begin by knowing who we are in Christ and who Christ is in us.  We are to stand and resist Satan, not attack him or rebuke him (Jude 1:8-10).  We can recognize the sin nature, the world, and Satan, and deal with each by knowing and understanding what God’s word tells us about these things, thus having biblical discernment.  If we do not clearly know the truth, we will be more easily subject to deception.  While we are most certainly not to be ignorant of nor negligent about Satan’s schemes, it is possible for believers to so focused on Satan and his minions that we take our eyes off of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 12:1,2) and therefore lose the spiritual advantage that we already have through Christ.
Romans 5:1-2

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.    
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