Q&A 26: Who are the sons of God in Genesis chapter 6?

A: 

This question has tended to be answered in three basic ways, with some variation within those three basic ways, which are addressed on the chart.  The three basic answers are given in the chart, to which this document is complementary.  Copyright restrictions and the given permission do not allow both the chart and these comments to be in the same document
.  The top part of the chart summarizes the three main views:

	Interpretation
	Angelic Creatures
	Apostate Sethites
	Ambitious Despots

	Interpretation Explained
	Fallen angels cohabit with human women

	Ungodly Sethites marry depraved Cainites
	Despotic chieftains marry plurality of wives


An angelic Creatures variant: Henry M. Morris has proposed a variation in the angelic creatures interpretation, that fallen angels (= demons) possess bodies of human men.  However, the Hebrew structure and word choice of Genesis 6:4 is identical to the direct cohabitation of Abraham with Hagar, Judah with Shuah. etc. (Genesis 16:2,4; 38:2).  This also does not explain the giant offspring nor why demon possession of human males in other contexts (such as Mark 5:1-20) did not result in the demons being sent to Tartarus (2 Peter 2:4, 5; aka the Abussos ), nor why sexual expression in marriage was not part of demon possession in other contexts, but antisocial and self-destructive behavior.  Angels can take on the appearance of human male bodies and be perceived as sexual beings  (Genesis 19:1-11). 
Consequences for angels

Doesn’t this appear to fit well the ‘sons of God are the angelic creatures’ view, especially since the next subject is the flood of Noah, which also follows in Genesis: 

2 Peter 2:4-5

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell [Tartarus]                 and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare                 the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others,    when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  
Angels in heaven

A number of interpreters have rejected the angelic creatures interpretation on the basis that in Matthew 22:30 Jesus says, “"For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”  This is taken to mean that angels are categorically asexual beings.  But this conclusion overlooks that Jesus said, “angels in heaven”.  If one examines the Gospels, the use of ‘angels’ and ‘heaven’ together in a sentence, typically side by side, occurs six times:

Matthew 18:10

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 22:30

"For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

Matthew 24:36

"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 

Mark 12:25

"For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 

Mark 13:32

"But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  

Luke 2:15

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us." 

So when Jesus says in Matthew 22:30, in other words, that the angels of heaven are asexual beings who do not marry, he is referring specifically to the angels who are faithful to the Lord, and he is not referring to the fallen angels who have been restricted to the earthy domain.  

Conclusion

Though the evidence presented above has admittedly been concise, it appears that the best understanding of all of the relevant Scriptures, in full consideration of the elements of language, history and culture, is that the ‘sons of God’ in Genesis chapter 6 are fallen angelic creatures who have embodied themselves as males, as presented in the first column on the accompanying chart.              

� The chart is adapted & edited from Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine, 1992, page 76.  It is used by permission of the author, H. Wayne House (via e-mail on December 24th, 1997), for paper distribution only, not to be used in a way that replaces book purchases.  So the main limitation is that the chart not be posted to the Internet for general download.





� For a concise but logical presentation of the evidence for this view, see: www.pacificrimbible.com/books/The%20Nephilim.pdf.
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