Q&A 23: How should we view the unbelievers we love, right now?
A:

There is no doubt but what the primary need of the unbeliever is to believe so as to be saved.  That need is ahead of their need to get ahead in life, to make wise decisions, to make moral decisions, or to appear to be spiritual in any other respect.  As Paul made very clear through the writings of Dr. Luke in Acts 16:

Acts 16:25-31

But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!" 29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

31 They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."
First one’s own fellowship with the Lord, and walk with Christ, and beholding Him through the written word will be the best preparation for being an instrument for bringing a loved one to Christ:

Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

1 John 1:1-3
What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

As others see the love between believers, and a life that is inexplicable in earthly terms, they may be drawn to ask where that love and life comes from:  

John 17:22-23

"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me."

Also pray regarding your unbelieving loved one that the Holy Spirit would convict that person’s heart, and as we saw in the Acts 16 passage above, to bring about whatever circumstances are necessary to bring that person to recognize their need for Christ:

John 16:5-11 (John chapters 14, 15, and 16 tell of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth)

"But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?'  6 "But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.  7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

Also pray that you would see the opportunities that the Lord has opened up before you, as these are some of the good works that God has prepared beforehand that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10).  There is a place for the Lord to open doors of opportunity for the believer (1 Corinthians 16:9; Revelation 3:8).  

You can pray as well that the Lord would bring bold believers into the life of the unbeliever whom you love:

Ephesians 6:18-20

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Though we would certainly like to see ourselves as an instrument to bring the one we love to faith in Christ, the Lord may have in mind to do that more indirectly.  It may be that the one you love will come to believe in Christ by means and persons that you did not even know about nor anticipate.  And it may be that the Lord will bring people to faith in Christ whom you know, but don’t particularly love!  And the Lord may also                   use you in the life of someone you don’t even know, and that’s OK, too.
Q&A 24: How should we view the unbelievers we love, who have died?

A:

Many of us know of one or more unbelievers, and even some whom we loved, who, so far as we know, have died without being saved.  How are we to view the unbeliever that we loved, who has died?
First there are a few points to bring forward about the opportunity before you and other believers who may be involved:

While there is nothing to be done for the person who has died
, that person’s friends and family may be more open to spiritual things following the death of their friend or family member.  There will, of course, be opportunity in many cases to talk about memories of the person who has died, and that you cared about them and will miss them.  There may even be a place to say that the death of your loved one makes you even more appreciative and mindful of those who are here.  While it will do not good to make false reference to the unbeliever being in a better place, or any other vague references to the unbeliever being in heaven, their may be a place to speak of your own hope and to offer hope to others through Christ.  

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous                         for good deeds.
There may indeed be pains of heart for the one you loved who has left this life without believing – so far as you know.  We cannot always tell what someone may decide in the fleeting final moments of this life.  Perhaps they did come to believe in those final moments, but had no time left to communicate that belief, and it is not wrong to hope that was the case, knowing that God knows for certain.  
When that time comes that the one we loved has died, we will be best off in heart and mind to have taken the opportunities for prayer, and for other opportunities that the Lord has given us or others with that loved one, and to thank the Lord for His mercy and grace where we may have fallen short.
But though there will be understandable sadness for the one we loved who died without believing, the Lord will not allow that sadness to continue ‘past heaven’s gates’.  As the apostle John has recoded for us:
Revelation 21:1-4

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."
In some way that may be difficult for us to understand now, while we will not simply have our memories erased, "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  We will not endure eternity with the nagging pains of this world – including the pain of a loved one who did not come to believe so as to be saved.  But we will rejoice in eternity over those we never expected to see there, but in fact will see there. 

� John 8:24, "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."  Hebrews 9:27, “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once (Greek: hapax) and after this comes judgment…”.  
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