
Q&A 18: What about the passages that are used to support loss of salvation?                           – Part II
A: 
Philippians 2:12
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,                    but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

Those who view the above verse as evidence of loss of salvation, if one fails to work out his own salvation with fear and trembling, see working out one’s salvation as necessary to be saved all the way to the end of one’s life.  This view says that staying saved is your own responsibility and your own work to do.  But the rest of Paul’s sentence says this:

Philippians 2:13

for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
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PHILIPPIANS

THE APPLICATION IN GENERAL 2:12-13

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed. not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salva-
tion with fear and trembling; “for it is God who is at work in you, both to
will and fo work for His good pleasure.”

The Human Responsibility 2:12

The Divi

Verse 12 points to a weakness on the part of the believers at
Philippi. They tended to be a bit lax in their Christian lives when
Paul was not present (see also 1:27). Paul does not say they are to
‘work for their salvation, but they are to work out their salvation.
Philippians 1:1 and 7 make it clear that they were already saved.
The term work out means to carry something to its goal, its ultimate
conclusion. In English, we might say, “He worked out a solution to
the problem.” We must remember that there are three phases of
salvation. First is the justification phase wherein we enter the
family of God by faith. Second. there is the sanctification phase that
involves growth and development in the Christian life. Third, there
is the glorification phase of salvation that occurs at Christ’s return
when we will be made like Him.

ine Enablement 2:13
The words to will point to the Lord’s desire for us to wil. to decide,
to make quality choices. It is not the will of the Lord to crush the
believer’s volifion. He rather desires that we actively choose to
please him. The words fo work show the result of the choices of the
will. Good choices lie behind fruitful production.

APPLICATION IN PARTICULAR 2:14-18

“Do all things without grumbling or disputing; “that you may prove
yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, *holding fast the word of Iife, so that in the day of
Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in
ain, "But even if | am being poured out as a drink offering upon the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all,
A you t0o, 1 urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with
me.”

We Are to Have a Distinctive Character 2:15

First, we are to have a distinctive character in terms of a growing
maturity. The word prove is a Greek word that means to become. It
refers to a condition at which they had not yet arrived but are to
vigorously pursue. Second, we are to have a distinctive character in
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Philippians 2:12, 13 is not about working for our salvation, nor our responsibility to see to it that our salvation that was begun by God is carried through to the end by our own work, effort, willing and diligence, but rather about our part in sanctification – spiritual growth and maturity – which God not only accomplished entirely apart from our efforts, but He wishes to carry that salvation to completion by His own working in and through us.    
Chester McCalley’s excellent insights into Philippians 2:12 and 13 are given in the text box to the left.
God provides us with all of the enablement, energizing and empowering, to carry out in our present sanctification process that which was begun in the salvation that God brought about the moment when we were eternally saved by faith.  We are to work out God’s already accomplished and fully assured salvation, having been predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, but we are not to work for it, nor to work to keep it. 
2 Timothy 2:12
If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us;

First, we should add that the entire sentence reads as follows:

2 Timothy 2:11-13

It is a trustworthy statement: 

For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 

12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; 

If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 

13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.  

There are some critical insights into this passage that must first be gained in order to understand what Paul is saying:

· The “we died with Him” and “we will also live with Him” are both statements of identification truths that we who believe have been identified with Christ in His death and resurrection.  What we have said already about the identification truths is that the identification truths are all one way: they point to the permanence and irreversibility of our position in Christ, with not even a threat of reversal.

· The “if” in each part of the verse is in an ‘assumed to be true’ grammatical form.              So these “if”s in this passage are not to be taken as a mere possibility, with threatened consequences if the possibility happens to be true for one individual or another.

The above being the case, we can put 2 Timothy 2:11-13 in expanded and explained form:

2 Timothy 2:11-13

It is a trustworthy statement, which Paul wrote repeatedly to both Timothy and Titus as absolutely true and exceedingly valuable in ministry:

For if we, having been identified with Him, died with Him, which is most certainly true,
we will also live with Him; having been identified with Him in His resurrection, ascension and seating, which is also most certainly true;

12 and if we endure, as is also certainly the case, we will also reign with Him, having been seated with Him in the heavenlies already; If we deny Him, as we will do at times, even though we have an eternal relationship with Him, He also will deny us fellowship at those moments that we deny Him – not that this is His desire; 

13 If we are faithless, and we will indeed be faithless at times, not walking by faith in God for moments of time, He still remains faithful always and forever - even during those times when we don’t walk by faith, for He cannot deny Himself, since He is eternally of the same character and true to His promises as the Promise Keeper.  

Hebrews 6:4-6

For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
Some try to say that these verses describe an unbeliever who comes close to belief but then turns away from faith, that is, actually believing so as to be saved.  The author of Hebrews did not use the word ‘tasted’ to mean that a person goes only part of the way toward being saved.  The reason that we can conclude this is because for Christ to ‘taste death’ in Hebrews 2:9 meant that He really died, so to ‘taste’ is not a figure of speech  that means ‘close, but not really’.
Then there are those who try to say that this passage is speaking of believers who lose their salvation, which is the reason that we bring it up here.  As always, as we seek to understand a verse or a passage, it is important to understand the context.  In the context of this passage the author of Hebrews is seeking to persuade those Jews who were tempted to fall back into reliance upon the temple rituals in Jerusalem, and cease  growing and maturing in the Lord by the means God intends for believers.  We                   should note a few things about this passage:

1) The prior verses urge the believers to leave – to go beyond - repentance from dead works, which, in context include the temple rituals in Jerusalem:

Hebrews 6:1-3
Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do, if God permits.
2) The ‘falling away’ in verse 6 is a falling alongside (related to the word trespass in Galatians 6:1), and renewing again to repentance (which is a change of mind) is getting someone to see again that the dead works that they have already repented of once before are something that they should change their mind about.  Once having seen that reliance upon the temple rituals reliance upon is dead works, and that one should instead have faith in God and his work through Christ, the Hebrew believer who becomes so dull of hearing that he is thinking of going back to the dead works in the temple rituals instead of faith in God’s work through Christ has come to a place where he is likely never to grow in the Lord again.

3) Failure to see that Christ’s work is a once and for all work, and going back to the repetitive temple rituals again would imply that Christ’s work would have to be redone, hence, “…they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.”  This can never be – it’s impossible - since Christ has once for all (hapax: Romans 6:10-11; Hebrews 7:26-27; 9:26-28; 10:10; 1 Peter 3:18) been sacrificed on the cross, and will never again, and cannot ever again, be sacrificed a second time.   

4) Those who point to Hebrews 6:4-6 as evidence that salvation can be lost need to                   be faced with the conclusion that if that is the case, then Hebrews 6:6 says that it is impossible for the person who has lost their salvation to ever be saved again – impossible!  If that is what it means, then a believer dare not ever fall away at any time, either in faith or in morals, because if the believer ever does, then he is lost forever, with no chance of becoming saved again. 
1 John 3 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 

11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother's were righteous. 

13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him 20 in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 

23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

A few points to make about 1 John chapter 3:

· The apostle John, like Jesus’ half-brother James, was a Jew, who does not spend very much time explaining position and condition, as Paul did.  The right action, the Jew assumed, would be obvious from who you are – and, of course, you already know who you are, right?  So practicing chronic sin is not consistent with who you are!

· But rather than seeing John as calling for moral consistency based on who you obviously are, those who like to point to John’s letter as evidence that salvation                    can be lost prefer not to focus on some of the other verses John wrote, like:

John 10:27-30

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.               29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."

1 John 1:8-10

If we say that we have no  sin,      we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous                                                                     to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 

If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar            and His word is not in us.

Conclusion:

The various passages that are commonly given as evidence that a believer’s salvation can be lost actually point to loss of reward, loss of fellowship, and a consistent living out and working out of the salvation that was with all certainty accomplished once and for all by Christ.  For Christ to die for us once more is beyond impossible.  Believers must come to recognize that we are saved and declared righteous by grace, and we stay saved by grace, and we are to be motivated by grace to live righteously as well, for which we can be forever grateful.
� Or as James said, who wrote in a manner similar to what John wrote in 1 John 3,                  “For we all stumble in many ways…”, James 3:2a.
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