Christianity & Mythology: Part II
Q&A 16: Do Christians sometimes propagate myths – accounts and explanations and doctrines that aren’t in the Bible or otherwise confirmed to be true?

A: There is a concise answer to this question: Yes.  

Sometimes Christians do propagate such ‘myths’.  In a great many cases, these Christian myths are passed along innocently by those with good intent, believing them to be true.  In truth, any doctrinal or factual error, no matter how popular or official-sounding could be categorized similarly.  Some of these have a long history – even centuries – while others have been generated within the Internet era.  Most of these have been propagated via the Internet (in that case often called an ‘eRumor’ or an ‘Internet hoax’), whether originating from the Internet era or not.
The reasons that these ‘myths’ or eRumors are passed along is that they either:

· Appear to provide a good insight into the text of Scripture, and/or  

· Seem to support faith in Scripture, in an apologetic approach.

Since many believers are eager to pass along insights into Scripture or to support faith in Scripture among others, it is easy to understand the motivations of those who pass along, or propagate these eRumors.  But since the eRumors are false, and God’s word is the truth and based on truth, this is an area where discernment is needed.

What follows are some common ‘Christian’ myths, eRumors and Internet hoaxes that would be better passed over than passed along.  
1) Myth: In the temple in Jerusalem the priest went into the Holy of Holies with a rope around his waist.  
The truth is that there is no evidence from the Bible or other ancient sources that this was ever the case.  There is a great deal of guidance regarding the construction of the temple, the garb of the priests, and the rituals which the priests were to perform right in the Law of Moses (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).  Additionally there was a lot of tradition about these things, and these traditions were in great part recorded.  But there is no solid evidence that in the temple in Jerusalem any of the priests went into the Holy of Holies with a rope around his waist.  Interestingly, this ‘myth’ has been propagated among the Jews as well.
  

A Christian ministry’s refutation of this rumor is found here:  

http://blog.bibleplaces.com/2009/01/that-rope-around-high-priests-ankle.html.
A Jewish rabbi’s refutation of this rumor is found here:  

http://www.ou.org/index.php/jewish_action/article/57327/
2)   Myth: Jesus' burial head cloth (or napkin) being folded was a cultural symbol which was well understood among Jews to say that since he had left his table napkin folded, as at a meal, that He was coming back. 
Though it is certainly a good thing to encourage Christians to look for Christ’s return, this particular eRumor is a pure fabrication, originating about 2007.  The opportunity for the eRumor comes from the King James Version translating the head or face cloth that was used in Jesus’ burial wrappings as a ‘napkin’:

John 20:7 (KJV)
And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

There are a few problems with the eRumor that is being distributed among Christians:

· The Greek word that is being translated as ‘napkin’ in the King James Version (soudarion, originating from Latin) is not a dining table napkin, but a burial cloth for the head, or the word was sometimes used to refer to a 'sweat rag'.  Another Greek word, not used in the New Testament, meant ‘table napkin’ (diaspron).     

· The Rabbis did have issues about the proper table napkin tradition, but it centered on where the napkin was to be placed before or during the meal (on the table or on the cushion), but there is no record of either tradition or debate regarding placement of the napkin after the meal.

· The term translated 'folded' or ‘wrapped together’ (entulisso) can also mean 'rolled' or 'twisted'.
· Christ did not come back to any meal or even to sit around in the empty tomb.  The only records we have are that He didn't go back into the empty tomb (Matthew 28:6), but instead appeared to over 500 people.  The closest to being around the tomb after He rose was the time that He spoke with Mary Magdalene outside the empty tomb (John 20:1-18).   Also, when He returns He is not coming back to the empty tomb, but to the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:1-11; Zechariah 14:3-4).

More likely the folded, rolled or twisted burial cloth for Christ’s head was noted because if Christ's body had been stolen, the thieves would (in haste) have either taken the body in the wrappings, or would have cast the cloth off quickly, not taking time to fold or roll it up carefully or even to twist it.  The folded, rolled or twisted head cloth is evidence that Christ's body was indeed resurrected, but not stolen.  So in the end what John wrote was the coolest story possible - Christ is risen indeed!
3) Myth: NASA computers have confirmed Joshua's long day and the astronomical movements in Hezekiah's day.  
There is no evidence for such a calculation, which would require that we had highly accurate astronomical measurements from the time of Joshua and of Hezekiah.  We do not have such records, so that information could not have been included in any NASA calculations.  One might also wonder why NASA would care about astronomical calculations going back more than 2500 years ago. 
The very best record we have of those events is Scripture, which is supplemented by some less reliable reports from the writings and oral traditions of other cultures in the Middle East and around the world.  See this weblink for a summary of some other culture’s records. http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aig/aig-a001.html.   
 

4) Myth: The aorist tense in the Greek refers to a past event, either as a continuing condition in the past or a point in time; the aorist tense conveys a 'once-for-all' action.
At various times in the last century or so, some have claimed that the aorist tense in the Greek always refers to a past event and/or that the aorist tense conveys a ‘once-for-all’ kind of action
.  Though writings of the last few decades have sought to correct this misunderstanding, the mistaken teaching persists.        
In truth the aorist tense itself does not convey time information (with the possible exception of aorist present indicative).  By context and by comparisons with other passages, the timing may be determined, but the aorist tense itself simply does not categorically convey time information.  
See the handout, “A Constructive Caution Regarding Some Greek Grammar & Vocabulary Resources”, HHBC – How To Study the Bible – Appendix Item 2, October – December 2008 (October 27, 2009 update).
5) Myths: Archaeologists have discovered the remains of Noah’s Ark, the ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah, the chariots of Egypt’s army in the sea from the time of the Exodus, and proven that Mt. Sinai is to be found at Jebel al-Lawz in Saudi Arabia, not on the Sinai peninsula.

The late Ron Wyatt went to Jebel al-Lawz in Saudi Arabia illegally with his two sons in 1984, coming back claiming to have proven that Jebel al-Lawz is the true Mount Sinai.  Ron Wyatt also claimed to have found the remains of Noah’s Ark, Sodom and Gomorrah, the chariots of Egypt’s army from the time of the Exodus, and other biblical places and events.  In more recent times Bob Corkuke of the BASE Institute in Colorado Springs  has come up with similar ‘discoveries’.  Some of these ‘discoveries’ have been ‘documented’, ‘researched’, ‘confirmed’ and otherwise distributed by others.    

The problem is that when such ‘discoveries’ have been investigated independently by qualified scientists and archaeologists (many of whom are also believers in Christ and His word), the discoveries do not show themselves to be genuine.  Some of the documentation by the qualified scientists and archaeologists include these:

http://ldolphin.org/franz-ellawz.html
http://www.ldolphin.org/franz-sinai.html
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2006/05/17/Thoughts-on-Jebel-al-Lawz-as-the-Location-of-Mount-Sinai.aspx
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/bookstore/product.aspx?id=108
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/10/11/Yahweh-Inscription-Discovered-at-Mount-Sinai!.aspx
Conclusion     

Since there are other 'myths' going about among Christians, and there no doubt will               be more in the future, discernment is needed.  Believers ought only to pass along truth.  Perhaps you've even come across a few corrections to common 'myths' that you can pass along to benefit the rest of us.  

 

The truth of God's word is potent enough - it needs no inventions for its support.  Graciously presented, some corrections to these 'myths' would be helpful to the body                 of Christ, and to unbelievers who need to know what is true – ultimately for their own salvation.   
� From Bob Deffinbaugh, writing in � HYPERLINK "http://www.bible.org" ��www.bible.org�, “The napkin issue was over whether the napkin was to be placed on the table or a cushion.  The reference to the napkin's placement was before and during the meal and not afterwards.  The critical discussion concerning the meal's end was whether the final washing of hands preceded or succeeded the sweeping of the floor. It would seem that there is then no significance to where the napkin is at the meal's end. For the Beth Shammai school, the final use of the napkin would be after the floor was swept and, therefore, had no connection with signaling the end of the meal...  The dispute involves whether the table or the cushion was… more likely to contaminate… the napkin during the course of the meal (improper mixing of foods)…. In any case, the Talmud and Mishnah have no obvious support of the custom on which this story is based.”


� Major Bible Themes, Chapter 19 – page 118:  Romans 12:1, referenced in the last paragraph, is not a once for all presenting.  Chapter 40 – page 275:  Romans 12:1, in the last paragraph, is not a once for all presenting.  Ryrie Study Bible, note for Romans 12:1, following the Williams Translation of the New Testament for Romans 12:1.
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