Q&A 10: What are we to make of all the Christian celebrities, and what approach and mindset ought we to have about them? Why are there these personalities with           a variety of doctrines, and areas of focus, who at times speak against one another?  
A:  There have always been issues of one personality versus another in the church,               and people contending for top position(s) in these things, from biblical times on into                the present:

Acts 8:9-11, 18-21
Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, "This man is what is called the Great Power of God." 11 And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts… 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

1 Corinthians 1:11-13

For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ." 13 Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?     
Galatians 2:12

For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.

1 Timothy 1:3

As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, 

3 John 9-10

I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them,             does not accept what we say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church.

Jude 4

For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Just from these passages we see that from New Testament times there have been those who have some ‘place’ within the church (and may or may not be saved) who:

· Place a focus upon themselves, rather than Christ, by whatever means
· Pursue a following after themselves and making a name for themselves
· Seek to buy the means for self-advancement, and also to sell the gospel

· Divide up the body of Christ according the varying personalities and doctrines

· Manipulate the body of Christ by fleshly motivations (fear, accusations, greed, etc.)

· Refuse to recognize the authority of God’s word and God’s appointed leaders

· Lead others astray in doctrine and/or lifestyle

Though these problems have been present in the church for centuries, there are four modern developments that have allowed these problems to build to new heights (or perhaps better said as ‘new depths’):

1) The failure of churches to apply Scripture to the focus, doctrine, practice, ethics, morals, leadership, operation and purposes of the church body.

2) The rise in the number and magnitude of ‘parachurch organizations’, which, though not explicitly a church, and not explicitly forbidden in Scripture, seem easily led into  teachings and practices that are contrary to Scripture and even in competition with the explicitly biblical entities called ‘churches’.

3) The development of modern media technologies (printing, radio, television, computers, Internet, mp3 players, etc.), which, though certainly not categorically wrong, can leverage unbiblical personality cults to greater profile and influence.
4) Tax advantages for non-profit organizations, and constitutionally-protected freedom of religion, which can be manipulated for the advancement of the above-referenced personality cults and related problems.

Scripture contains all the corrective measures needed for all of the above problems, as serious as those problems are.  The corrective measures in or regarding Scripture include those explained in some detail in the following paragraphs.

Recognize the authority, singular gospel and doctrine of Scripture

One of the reasons for the division by personalities that took place in Corinth was the failure of people there to recognize the authority of Scripture, and the exalting of personalities as authorities.  The problem has been longstanding, but so has the solution.  

As was addressed last week, God intended that there be one singular set of doctrines (‘the faith’, and ‘the truth’) as high profile and prominent, but God never intended that there be personalities that are high profile and prominent.    

Churches have clear biblical validity, but parachurch organizations not so much
From the end of the gospels to the book of Revelation, we have a great deal of godly insight from God Himself as to what He had and has in mind for the Church and for individual church bodies.  A number of the letters in the New Testament are directed to churches.  From these letters it is clear that God has an eternal plan, place and purpose for the Church.  The problems that churches encounter come not from a lack of revelation to and about churches, but a lack of diligence and attention to what has been revealed about churches.
But as much as there is revealed to us about the Church and individual churches, it is difficult to find any support or guidance for parachurch organizations.  That is not so say that parachurch organizations are forbidden – they are not – but it means that parachurch organizations must be even more careful that they are not standing or operating outside of biblical bounds, or in destructive competition with the local churches that are biblically valid and do have ample biblical definition. 

Biblical leadership places Christ and the word of God ahead of personalities

The Bible provides a great deal of revelation regarding the ultimate leadership of churches, following the time of the apostles, including:

· Each local church is to be led by a plurality of elders who meet the biblical character qualifications, operate biblically, and take on the roles of elders biblically.
 

· Church leadership is to be entirely subject to the Lord and to the word of God.

· The Bible prescribes doctrinal succession (2 timothy 2:2), not apostolic succession.

· Believers, including church leaders, ought to be holding forth the word of life rather than the word of any human personality.
It should be carefully noted that outside of the church of Jerusalem, the New Testament does not explicitly give the name of any elder of any church anywhere, though the highest authority after the time of the apostles is among local church elders.  
Modern media as a stepping stone for service, but not a pedestal for a personality
Modern media can certainly provide a number of advantages for both evangelism and for building up the body of Christ.  The advantages in time, geography and potential benefit to the body of Christ are substantial.  

Those things having been said, there are those who use the advantages of modern media to advance their own names rather than the name of Christ, along with all the other errors surrounding personality promotion.
There is no substitute for discernment 
Believers may attempt to solve or prevent the problems outlined above by trying to change the secular government’s laws, church bylaws and policies, etc. – and there may be some limited value in these measures.  But in the end there is no substitute for biblical discernment, which is the role of the elders in the church, along with everyone else in the church:

Titus 1:9

Elders (aka overseers) must be, “…holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching [note the singular ‘the teaching’], so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine [literally, “the doctrine, the sound one” – note again the singularity of the doctrine] and to refute those who contradict.”

1 Timothy 3:8-9

Deacons likewise must be…9 holding to the mystery of the faith [note again the singularity of the faith – the one single set of doctrines as taught by the apostles] with a clear conscience.

Philippians 1:9-11

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and             all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  

Biblical discernment comes through taking the approach to Scripture outlined briefly               in last Sunday’s lesson, which includes setting aside the miscellaneous assumptions                and influences that bring a meaning into the word of God, rather than determining to understand what God intended to say through the original authors of the word of God.  

Biblical discernment exercised by all will then impact churches and parachurch organizations, by operating and teaching biblically, giving biblically, and exalting                    the name of the Lord Jesus Christ above all names.        

� 2 Corinthians 2:17ab, “For we are not like many, peddling the word of God…”.





� See the document on the HHBC website entitled, “Elders, Deacons & and the Church Board”:  � HYPERLINK "http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?p=33" ��http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?p=33�, 2002, revised 2008.
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