Q&A 4: What does the Bible say about worldviews & political systems? – Part I

The Christian Perspective
A Comparison of Christian and World Views

By Chester A. McCalley
Preface

Time passes by in such a subtle manner that occasionally an event causes one to exclaim, “Where have the years gone?” My thoughts moved to very serious matters. What should a father tell his son who is moving into a college environment? What are the intellectual traps that Satan has set? What is the moral climate of the typical college campus? Are we fully aware of the secular humanistic attitudes that prevail? Are we alert to the penetration of the evolutionary hypothesis? Are we aware that what was born as theory limited to one field is now the assumption of virtually every major field of study? Are we aware that every major secular university is a socialistic institution? How may we prevent the rape of our children’s minds? Are we so blind as not to see that we have forsaken a culture based on Christian principle? Do we see that our freedom to study the word of God could well disappear? Do we care that free enterprise, a system that best allows us to be good stewards of our possessions, is being forsaken for a totalitarian socialistic state? In short, do we concur with the apostle John that the “whole world lies in the power of the evil one?”
In seeking to answer these questions, one soon discovers that secularism, humanism, relativism, and socialism are not merely the theme of college campuses but that they come to us by the hour through the media and are constantly reflected in national policy. We are to be unspotted by the world, James tells us. Let us then identify it and build ourselves up through the only source of absolute truth, the word of God.

I attempt to write here, not only for my own children and grandchildren, but in the interest of young people everywhere who have had the great privilege of instruction in Christian doctrine. It is particularly in their interest that we must “contend for the faith.”

World View

Through the prophet Isaiah, God declares, “My thoughts are not your thoughts…” The Hebrew word for thoughts refers to inventions, values, devices, and here, to a way of thinking. The contrast between divine thought and human thought is of enormous measure. Divine thought is communicated to us through the Scriptures – the Bible – the word of God. All human thought stands in direct contrast to this – a fact rarely grasped even by Christians. And yet, failure to see this lies at the root of all error and confusion.  The moment we assert Scripture to be the word of God, we engage in deadly combat with all that surrounds, for the word of God does not supplement human thought; it rather denies it. Yet, the importance of truth dictates the direction we must take.
The object of this writing is to identify some of the erroneous world views current today so the believer may know where the battle lies and how Satan has moved to capture the minds of men, making them suitable for his kingdom. The need for such a study is supported by the shrewd nature of Satan, our opponent. The system he initiates is subtle; and without mental alertness coupled with deep rooting in biblical knowledge, we who are to be “more than conquerors” will become his servants. I fear, however, that to say “will become” is far too optimistic; a realistic view would say “have become.” Whichever may be true, let’s start at the foundational truth: divine viewpoint vs. human viewpoint.

Divine Viewpoint Vs. Human Viewpoint
Here is the basic issue of life. Where shall we build? If we think highly of man’s opinions, we will have little place for the Bible. We must see the chasm between divine viewpoint and human viewpoint. Isaiah 55:8 displays the concept in short but clear expression – “My thoughts are not your thoughts.”
In observing Isaiah’s record, some will respond by denying its validity. Since, they will say, there is no God, there is therefore no revelation. Or some may say there is a God but He has said nothing. The most these may hope for is the best of human opinion. Without divine viewpoint, the most we can do is turn to the most convincing philosophies of men and hope for the best.

The believer must face the facts. The world view of one who omits the word of God stands in total contrast to a world view based on the Bible. We will describe those who do not derive their world view from the Bible as humanists or secularists. Humanists and secularists build their world view squarely on human viewpoint and therefore cannot answer the vital issues of life. Let us demonstrate this in the following five vital questions.

What Is the Origin of the Cosmos?

Those who build on the word of God affirm that the universe came into existence by the decree of God (Genesis 1:1). When we are told, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” we have a figure of speech called merismos where opposites stand for totality – heaven and earth means the entire universe. This creative act of God was accomplished a relatively short time ago.

Those who relate only to a human viewpoint foundation simply say that matter is just there. No explanation for its origin is given; we just accept its presence. Humanism cannot answer the question of origin. To a humanist the creative process still continues and covers billions of years. Origin is unexplained, a long development period is assumed, and change occurs by chance. This tells us how we got where we are now.    The secular answer to the origin of the universe and its present state is pictured in the following illustration.
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Where Did Evil Originate?

The Christian viewpoint asserts that evil was not part of original creation for God pronounced it “good” (Genesis 1:31). Evil entered our world by man’s failure to fulfill his responsibility to God. Adam, in Genesis 3, rebelled against the ordered plan of obedience established by God, his creator. Thus, evil entered.

The secular reply, which does not consider biblical revelation, again tells us that evil is just there; its origin is unknown. Evil is an inherent part of reality. This introduces great tension between what is and what should be. The believer’s reply is that God alone defines what is right and has done so in biblical revelation. When God’s existence or God’s revelation is denied, we are left with only man – thus, humanism – thus, no final answers – thus, relativism.

Is the History of the Cosmos Uniform in Development?

Those holding the divine viewpoint foundation are quick to say no. II Peter 3:6-7 and 13 asserts the following:

“…through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men…But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.”
Note that there is the world that was and the one that is and the one that will be. Each one is distinguished by dramatic divine intervention in the course of the universe, namely, the flood of Noah’s day and the coming return of Christ.

The humanist will assert that the history of the cosmos is one of continuous development. In order to explain our present on this basis, he posits enormous dates for the age of the earth. If the human body, for example, is the end product of development from single cells, then it must have taken billions of years. Development from a single cell to the complex human body in a few thousand years is too much for anyone to buy. 

Is Relationship with God Possible?

The Scripture informs us God made a verbal agreement with Abraham to provide a Savior and restorer of the universe. Relationship to God is based on the redeeming work of Jesus Christ via His cross death and resurrection.

Humanism would tell us relationship to God is not possible since His existence is in doubt anyway, and He is certainly not a personal God. Social phenomenon, therefore, is the result of impersonal forces.

How Is Society to be Governed and Perpetuated Under the Presence of Evil?

The word of God gives a full and complete answer at this point Man is to be governed by divine institutions. A divine institution is a rule of life given by God to all men for the perpetuation and preservation of society in the presence of evil. There are four pivotal institutions, all found in the early chapters of Genesis. They are marriage, the family unit, civil law, and nationalism. All of these are permeated with the concepts of recognized authority, such as parents over children, and moral standards, such as forbidding of adultery to preserve marriage and family. They also encompass protection of the volition and therefore provide for freedom. These institutions also insist on personal responsibility as husband to wife, citizen to government, etc.
Current humanism says man simply must cooperate with the evolutionary process which will someday lead us to utopia.

Why Is Human Viewpoint So Inadequate?
Romans 1 is foundational anthropology for the Christian. Verses 24-32 present man as he is. Verses 21-23 to tell us how man got that way.

Man’s Exalted Beginning: “they knew God”

This is not an expression of man’s opportunity but speaks of a very real possession. Man started high, and from this exalted position, he fell. Scripture asserts the devolution of man. This counters the evolutionary theory. Christianity and evolution, however, have one thing in common: Both have turned the world upside down. Evolution has gone from what was once a theory in one science all the way to accepted fact in all areas. It is one of the amazing phenomena of history. Its effect has been unnoticed by the masses because it has been so gradual. It is a classic illustration of boiling a frog to death by gentle increase in the heat of the water. Those who espouse evolution could be classified three ways. First are those who use it as a weapon against Christianity. Second are those who really believe that evidence supports it. Third are those who accept it, though knowing little about it other than being told that those who reject it are narrow-minded and bigoted. In essence, God views man as the wreckage of something once great. Man views himself as the rising up of something inferior.
Man’s Dual Failure: “they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks”

To “honor” simply means to ascribe to a person what is due him. Here is man’s chief failure in relationship to God. The God who is faithful is disbelieved; the throne of the sovereign is attacked by the ego of man; therefore, the wisdom of the Almighty lies unknown and unheeded. The failure of man is expressed in terms of failure to honor God because this is man’s first duty. We are further told of man’s unthankfulness. We all say thank you to men for the slightest favor and are considered ladies and gentlemen. Yet God spared not His Son but gave Him freely for our salvation and the majority of men have never acknowledged the gift. Unthankful? What a mild word for such outrageous sinfulness!

The Price: “they became futile in their speculations”

Men “became futile in their speculations.” The verb “became” is in the passive voice – man has been acted upon by God. Divine judgment is in view. “Speculations” means to deliberate, to reason. Man, because of his fall, manifests a symptom: His entire reasoning process is turn into futility. Further, his “foolish heart is darkened.” “Heart” is used to refer to the entire non-material man and may encompass the seat of feeling (Romans 9:2), the seat of intellect (Romans 10:6), or the seat of will *I Corinthians 4:5). “Foolish” translates a word that means to put together prefaced with the alpha privative meaning not. Man is not able to put together the essentials of life. It is impossible to find a consensus among the humanists on these basic questions. Where did man originate?   Why are we here? Where are we going?

The Pride: “Professing to be wise, they became fools”

It would seem that man, the creature of God, would humbly admit his failure and flee to God’s divine revelation in quest of true wisdom. Such is not the case, for the confused and darkened mind proclaims itself wise. It is from this standpoint that a Christian must view the reasoning of men without the Bible.

To be continued…
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