Q&A 3: Just because something was said TO the Jews, does that make it ONLY for them?  For instance, are these applicable to us now in the Church?  Are these only for the Jews or for all of us?  

These are very important questions!

These are very important questions to ask as we seek to understand what God intended to tell us in His written word!  With every passage we must ask the question, “What did this mean to the person or people who first heard or read this passage?”  Then we move to the question, “What does this mean to us who are in the Church?”  Even for letters written to those in the Church, what was written may not be intended for us to apply literally and directly to us, such as:

1 Timothy 1:3-4 (NASU)

As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, 4 nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.

Titus 1:5 (NASU)

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you,

Similarly, Christ said things to individual disciples of His during His earthly ministry that were not intended even for all the other disciples of His own time:

Matthew 17:27 (NASU; said from Christ to Peter, regarding the Jew’s temple tax)

"However, so that we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you and Me."

Luke 19:29-30 (NASU)

When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, "Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here.  

So for every passage we are right to ask to whom the passage was directed at the time that it was written or spoken, and to then ask what that passage means to us.  But how do we know if the passage is intended for us to make direct application?  Here are some of the principles that will guide us, and an explanation of each of those principles:

1) If the passage is about something that does not change with respect to time, or has not changed since some long past point in time, then it is as applicable to us now as it was back then.  These kinds of truths would include God’s existence and character, long standing doctrinal truths about how things began, or things clearly stated as being the case since things began at the time of creation or the time that Adam sinned.

If something is revealed to us as different than the way it was at the beginning or since some long past point in time, then we must be careful about assuming that we can apply that revelation or truth backwards in time.  The Church, for example, is clearly not under Law (Romans 6:14; Galatians 2:19), but that clear declaration for us should not be projected backwards so that we conclude that the Jews before Acts 2 were also not under the Law of Moses.    

Some of the clues that tell us about eternal truths or things true since some long past point in time would be, “from the beginning”, or “since the beginning”, or “while the earth remains”.
  Here are some examples of things that are simply always true, or that have been true since Adam sinned:

· The character of God is always the same and God does not lie or change His mind (1 Samuel 15:29; Malachi 3:6; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 1:10-12; 6:18; 13:8; James 1:17).

· God is always the Creator & everything else has a creature relationship to Him (Genesis 1:1; Matthew 19:4; Mark 13:19; Acts 14:15; 17:24,24; Colossians 1:15)
· .

· Once having fallen, all those “in Adam” have the same nature (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; 42-49).

· Salvation for all those “in Adam” is always by faith in God’s provision (Genesis 22:1-14; Isaiah 12:2; 53:1; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 4:1-25; Galatians 3:6-9).
· The earth that we walk is cursed until the time when all things are restored (Genesis 3:17-19; 5:29; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 22:3).
· Christ answered questions about marriage (which was from the beginning) and even added some insights about singleness in Matthew 19:3-12.  Aside from some details about the Law of Moses, everything that He said applies from that time forward to all people, because marriage was instituted from the beginning, and will be as long as this earth remains.  Singleness, addressed rather uniquely in that passage, has application from the time of Christ’s revelation forward to the end of this present heavens and earth.   

2) There are some truths about believers in Israel
 that are likewise true of those in the Church, and there are some things that are different.  Scripture itself will clarify which things are true of and apply to both Israel and the Church and which things 
are different for each people group.  On the following page are two charts.  The first one presents some of those things that are the same, both for Israel and for the Church.  The second chart presents some of those things that differ between Israel and the Church.

Some Of The Things That Are In Common Between Israel & The Church

	Truth Statement
	True for Israel
	True for the Church

	Salvation is by faith
	Isaiah 12:2; 53:1; Habakkuk 2:4
	Acts 16:31; Romans 4:1-25; Galatians 3:6-9

	Those saved are ‘saints’
	Psalm 16:3; 34:9; Daniel 7:18-27
	Acts 9:13; Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1

	Christ is their Shepherd
	Ezekiel 34:23; John 10:11, 14
	Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25; 5:1-4

	The saved are a ‘flock’
	Ezekiel 34:11-31; Micah 7:14-20
	Acts 20:28,29; 1 Peter 5:1-4

	Similar morals & ethics
	Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 5:7
	Romans 13:8; 1 Peter 1:22; Jude 22

	Still look forward to the time of the Millennium

	Jeremiah 31:31, 38; Matthew 5:20; 6:10; Mark 15:43; Luke 18:24,25
	Acts 1:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; Revelation 19:11-20:10


Some Of The Things That Differ Between Israel And The Church:

	Israel
	Church

	Blessed conditionally, with earthly blessings, based on obedience to the Law (Deuteronomy 28:1-14), in a theocracy (1 Samuel 8:1-7; 12:13)
	Blessed unconditionally, with spiritual blessings, in the heavenlies, based on those in the Church having been made to be “in Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:30; Ephesians 1:3-14)

	Universally & continually indwelt by the Holy Spirit in the coming kingdom (Ezekiel 36:22-26; chapter 37)

	Universally & continually indwelt by the Holy Spirit now (Romans 8:9-25; Galatians 3:2, 5; 4:6)

	The indwelling of the Holy Spirit will enable the Jews to live out the Law of Moses, without the need for human teachers of the Law (Jeremiah 31:31-38)
	The indwelling of the Holy Spirit now enables living out the life of Christ, with teachers of Scripture specifically gifted by the Holy Spirit & gifted to the church (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:11; Colossians 3:4; 2 Timothy 3:16)

	Citizenship & inheritance is in the land of Israel (Deuteronomy 19:14; 26:1)
	Citizenship & inheritance are in the Lord & are heavenly (Ephesians 1:11; Philippians 3:20)

	Has very specific ethnic distinction (Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 4:27)
	Has no ethnic distinctions (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:1)

	Begun through Abraham, Isaac & Jacob (Genesis 12,15,17; Deuteronomy 30;15-20)
	Begun through Christ & by the Holy Spirit sent from Him in Acts chapter 2 (Acts 1:1-8; 11:15)

	Has designated holy days & excluded foods (Exodus 20:8; Leviticus 11:41-47; 23)
	Has no designated holy days nor excluded foods (Galatians 4:8-10; Colossians 2:16; 1 Timothy 4:4,5)

	Will go through the Tribulation on earth,      the time of God’s wrath, then some of those   of ethnic Israel will be in the Millennium,   both resurrected & those in earthly bodies (Zechariah 8; 13:8,9; Matthew 24)
	Will not go through the Tribulation on earth, the time of God’s wrath, but will be rescued by rapture, then all will be in the Millennium with Christ, all having resurrected bodies (1 Thessalonians 1:9,10; 4:13-18; 5:9)

	Did have & will have an earthly temple in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 40-48; Mark 11:11; John 18:20) with sacrifices which point to the sacrifice of Christ (Hebrews 5:3; 7:27).
	Has an earthly temple both in each believer & in the whole Church (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19), which looks to the once for all sacrifice of Christ (Hebrews 7:27; 9:12; 10:12)


In regard to the specific passages in the gospel of John (see top of page 1), it is important to keep this point in mind:  the gospel of John was written with this primary purpose:
John 20:31 (NASU)

…but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

The gospel of John still has Jesus speaking substantially to the Jews, and even providing some unique insights about the Jews, but the gospel was written in order that people might believe, which was the basis for salvation for all human beings since Adam, and will be until the end of this present heavens and earth.  John therefore has a greater tendency to present things that are applicable to all people, even though spoken to the Jews.  Things that Jesus said to the Jews that are also applicable to the Church will be confirmed in the New Testament letters and / or by the nature of what Jesus said.  Here is truth about Satan that is clearly beyond the limits of Israel either as a people or the land:

John 8:44 (NASU; see also 1 John 3:8)

"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Notice how much of John 10 is either clearly applicable to the Church based on its correspondence to what is revealed in the New Testament letters or by the character of the language:

John 10:11; 14--16, 27-30 (NASU; verses 25-28 are the verses asked about on page 1)

I am the good shepherd
; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep
… 

I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me
, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep 16 "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd
.  

"My sheep hear My voice
, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them
, and they will never perish
; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand
.  30 "I and the Father are one."

John 15:1-9 (NASU)

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  4 " Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.

The word ‘abiding’ here is from the same Greek word used repeatedly, in a similar manner, in 1 John 2:6-4:16
. So even though there are differences between the believer among the Jews who listened to Jesus during His earthly ministry, and we who are of the Church who read those words, we are on good ground to make personal application of John 15:1-9. 
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There is one more reason to see John 15:1-9 as having primary application to the time of Church: The time of the Lord’s crucifixion was near at this point – only hours away.  While it was the Lord’s intent for His disciples to be the ones to found the Church and to declare Church-specific truth to the Church (as we discussed before), He did leave them with some initial guidance for use in the Church.  This passage was part of that guidance.  One will notice alongside the John 15:1-9 passage that Jesus talks about the soon-coming ministry of the Holy Spirit in John 14, 15 and 16
.  The coming of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the Church was just 50 days away (see chart below).    So viewing John 15 as a key part of Christ’s preparation of these believers for the coming of the Holy Spirit and the soon-beginning Church made lots of sense.

John 15:1-9       (








� Some passages containing these kinds of ‘clues’ would be: Proverbs 8:23; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Isaiah 40:21; 41:4, 26; 46:10; Jeremiah 17:12; Matthew 19:4, 8; 24:21; Mark 10:6; 13:19; John 8:44; 9:32; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Peter 3:4 (but said skeptically); 1 John 1:1; 2:13, 14; 3:8.








� Everyone born ethnically and physically of Israel is not automatically of believing Israel.  Those of ethnic Israel must still believe: John 3:1-16; Romans 9:6.





� The Millennium = the time of the Millennial kingdom = the kingdom = the kingdom of God = the kingdom of heaven = the kingdom of Christ.  These are taken to be equivalent terms (see Q&A 2).





� Among Old Testament saints, the Holy Spirit seems to have come and departed selectively (Judges 14:6; 16:20; 1 Samuel 10:9,10; 16:13,14; 2 Samuel 7:15; Psalm 51:11).





� Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25; 5:4. 


� Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:1, 2; 25


� 1 Corinthians 13:12; Galatians 4:9.


� This is seen as a reference to the church, even though it would not be revealed fully except by the apostles – later (Ephesians 3).


� Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22.


� 1 Timothy 1:16.


� 2 Corinthians 2:15, where ‘perish’ is from the same Greek word as in John 10:28.


� 1 Corinthians 1:8, 9.





� menō: 1 John 2:6, 10, 14, 24, 27; 3:6, 9, 14, 24; 4:12,15,16.





� John 14:16-31; 15:26-27; 16:5-15.  See also Acts 1:4-8 about Christ telling His disciples about the Holy Spirit in advance of His coming. 
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