[image: image1.png]The Holy Spirit did it!

» Scripture says * Our relationship
that we have been with Christ puts
baptized into the us in relationship
body of Christ by to one another.
the Holy Spirit, * So we are baptized
when we believed into Christ (Romans
(1 Corinthians 6:3) & also into His
12:13). body, the church.

Our having been baptized into the body
of Christ is one of the ‘identification truths’.




[image: image2.png]What did He do that for?

* We are placed into  +» We are placed into
the church body to the church body to
build up (edify) one come alongside one

another spiritually another to comfort,
(Ephesians 4:12,16; encourage, pray for,
1 Thessalonians & to counsel each
5:11). other.

The life of Christ is to live through each
believer & among us all as believers.



[image: image3.png]How did He expect that to happen?

» Christ gave gifted » So the apostles &
believers as gifts to prophets were given

the body of Christ as a foundation
to equip the body (Ephesians 2:20),
for mutual service evangelists to add

& for ministry to one  to the body, &
another (Ephesians shepherds &
4:11-13). teachers.

And the shepherds & teachers are given
to the church to shepherd & teach ©.




[image: image4.png]The other three of the four ‘E’s

» Besides equipping -+ It is not God’s intent
for service, there is that we simply do

also the enabling, our best, try really
& empowering, & hard, or even that
energizing for our we just do it.
mutual service to « God is the source
one another. of the four ‘E’s.

And the only good works we are to do are
the ones He has prepared beforehand!



[image: image5.png]So where is this headed?

» God intends » As for the growth of
spiritual growth the body of Christ,
— of both kinds! Ephesians 4:11-16

« There is individual tells us what that
spiritual growth growth looks like &
(Colossians 1:28). it tells us what that

« There is also the growth doesn't look
growth of the body like: growing away

: . from unstable &
(Ephesians 4:11-16). ‘tricky’ doctrine,



[image: image6.png]But what is the direction of growth?

» The direction of our + The unity of the
growth is very clear: faith is more than
the person of Christ.  just uniformity of

« The unity of the faith ~ Spiritual data.
is aimed toward the « Growth means

knowledge of the knowledge of the
Son of God, & Christ Son of God, but

is the measuring not just about Him.
standard for that . Knowing & growing

spiritual growth. are all about Christ.



[image: image7.png]About titles & such

« TheNew Testament < Forinstance, elders
(NT) tells us about are called by the

the various spiritual noun ‘pastor’ in
gifts that the Spirit Ephesians 4:11
gives to believers. but nowhere else.

» But what we do not + Aside from James
find are titles for the in Jerusalem, we do
people whom God not know the name
has called to serve. of any NT elder.

Christ is the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4).



[image: image8.png]The Lord is more interested
in spiritual action than titles

* The New Testament -
does not describe
the church as an
organization so
much as an
organism.

» The Holy Spirit
gives spiritual gifts,
& He empowers usto
put those into action.

When Paul spoke
to the elders from
Ephesus & Peter
wrote to the elders
they both used the
word for shepherd
as a verb — focusing
on action, not titles.
The Holy Spirit
enables us to serve.



[image: image9.png]SPIRITUAL GIFTS

{

PASSAGE WHERE LISTED

Apostolic Era Gifts

1Cor. 1Cor. Rom. Eph.
12:8-10 12:28-30 1268 4:11

Apostles

Discemning of Spirits
Faith

Healing

Interpretation of Tongues
Miracles

Prophecy

Tongues

Word of Knowledge
Word of Wisdom

Church Age Gifts
Teachers

Helps (Service)
Administration
Encouraging

Giving

Leadership

Mercy

Evangelists
Shepherds

X X
X X
X
X X
X
X X
X X X X
X X
X
X
X X X
X X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X




[image: image10.png]We have!

« We have elders * We have saints who
(aka shepherds, work among us in
or overseers) & various ways - some
deacons who serve. are more noticeable

« We have ladies than others - but we
who serve as our need them all for the
deaconesseS, & bOdy of Christ to be
their service is built up, to function

from the heart. & to grow.



[image: image11.png]And we have
those who serve in prayer

* Forthe thingsthat  + And while we might
come up of varying wish to ask for the

kind, magnitude & removal of the pain
duration, we have & difficulty, & that is
believers who serve OK, walking by faith
this body in prayer. is what matters.

Paul asked believers to pray for him

while he was in prison, but he didn’t
ask them to pray he’d get out of prison!




[image: image12.png]Through love, in love, truthing in love

» Galatians 5:13 says + Ephesians 4:15

that through love says, literally,
we are to serve that we are to be
one another. ‘truthing in love’.

» Ephesians 4:16 » Love among us in
says that the body the body of Christ
of Christ builds is essential to the
itself up in love. fabric of our growth.

Why ‘love’? Godis love - 1 John 4.7, 8, 16.
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For more insight into the spiritual gifts:


Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org" ��www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org�, click on “Messages & Audio”,                   then on “Current Series”, then on                                  “1&2 Corinthians 2009-10”, then go to:


24 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 –                     Baptized into one body                  


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


For more insight into elders & deacons:


Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org" ��www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org�, click on “Materials”, then click on                  “Elders, Deacons & The Church Board”
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