Revelation 22:1-11 – It’s near

As we enter the last chapter of Revelation, we find that John in this prophetic masterpiece, is continuing his most amazing tour of the New Jerusalem.  As he does so, John is taking human language to its limits, in describing for us what our eternal home will be like and what we will be like, and Who is at the center of our eternal home.  So let’s turn to the first of couple verses of Revelation chapter 22 to gain the advantage of John’s insights.

1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

In these verses, from the first chapter to the last, we find that God initiated that something be revealed to John: 


•  Revelation 1:1
•  Revelation 4:1

•  Revelation 17:1

•  Revelation 21:9, 10

•  Revelation 22:1, 6, 8 
The fact that John was shown things repeatedly in this book reinforces that what John wrote about was revealed by God’s intent.  John did not figure these things out simply by diligent discovery, nor did he get at these events and truths by accident.  God intentionally and deliberately took steps to see to it that these truths were revealed in this, the last book of Scripture.

In biblical times, as now, a great many cities were built along a river or body of water.  That is because, of course, that water is necessary for physical life.  But here we see this principle carried to a higher, even eternal level.  The water of life comes unmistakably from the throne of the Lord.  We saw before that in our eternal home the Lord is the source of all light.  Here we see that the Lord is the source of all life.  This river points to the Lord as the source of life.

This is now the third of four uses of the phrase “water of life” in the book of Revelation (Revelation 7:17, as springs; Revelation 21:6, as a spring; Revelation 22:1, as a river; Revelation 22:17, as the water of life).  
In each of these four instances, the water of life comes from the Lord.  There is no other source.  Even in the gospel of John, in chapter 10:28, the Lord says that He is constantly providing life for His sheep.  We understand that now by faith in the spiritual facts that God has revealed through His Holy Spirit.  But then, in our eternal home, we will understand that truth by seeing the continuing source of life as our Lord Himself – this river of the waters of life.  Interestingly, in the Greek text there are no definite articles in this phrase.  That is telling us clearly that what John is communicating is the character of these things.  

The Greek word for “clear” in “clear as crystal” means more than just being translucent or transparent.  It is the word lampros, which has a common root with our English word “lamp”.  This word communicates brilliance and brightness.  It is the word later translated “bright” in this chapter in the context of “bright and morning star”.  This river of water of life is not only clear, but it has a bright and brilliant quality as well.  It will be sparkling!

And, this “river of water of life” is not simply provided by the Lord, but it comes from the very throne of the Lord.  Here on this planet at this time, it seems very easy for man to lose sight of the fact that God is providing for mankind in every way.  Men all too easily, in their minds, separate the rich material provisions given by God’s grace from their source – God Himself.  Here in our eternal home, that mistake cannot be made ever again.  The very throne is the evident source of life in our eternal home.  

At the end of verse 1 we again see Christ called “the Lamb”.  

As we’ve noted before, John is a very consistent writer, and this is no exception.  John’s gospel is the only one in which Christ is called “the Lamb”.  In Revelation we see Christ called “the Lamb” about 30 times.  But the Greek word for Lamb in Revelation is different from the gospels – it refers to “a little lamb”.  

Also at the end of verse 1 we see a pattern that has been evident from the very earliest verses of Revelation: There is separate mention made of God and of the Lamb.  In this same way or in varying ways, this same pattern is found not only in Revelation, but in other writings of John and the apostle Paul:

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.

John 5:26
"For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 and John 5:26 are just a couple of examples out of many in which we see the Father and the Son referred to as separate, but yet the same and worthy of the same praise.  

These are some of the great many insights we gain about what has been termed the Trinitarian character of God.  As humans, we are accustomed to thinking of one person having one essence.  Scripture repeatedly teaches, however, that God is three persons and one essence.  Admittedly this is not a concept we grasp easily, but we see that truth being reflected in Revelation 22:1 and again in verse 3.  

We see in verse 2 that the river is in the middle of the street.  Then we read that on either side of the river was the tree of life.  By the time you put together streets of gold on each side, a river in the middle of the streets, coming from the throne, and the tree of life in the middle, it’s difficult to envision exactly how that all fits together.  Frankly I suspect John had a hard time taking it all in to begin with.  Here is an artist’s rendering of what is written here.  

John writes for our benefit in the last half of verse 2: “…bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

Here we see some fascinating revelations.  The tree of life bears different kinds of fruit.  We get the impression that there is constant yielding of fruit rather than waiting for the right season.  Beyond that, there is reference to months, but without making it quite clear how months are counted – since there are no nights to make days and nights, nor alternation of the sun and moon to count days either.  But there is variety – no doubt!  Here is God’s constant provision – in variety as well.

John writes that the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.  The nations are not, of course, sickly by this time.  But this is written, I believe, to underscore for us the constant state of health among the creatures in God’s creation, including God’s clear and evident provision for it.  In fact the word could be translated “health”, rather than “healing” (per Wuest), which conveys a different sense.  

In the middle of the marketplace in Ephesus where John spent his last days, and where one copy of this book was sent, there actually stood a fake tree of life.  Everyone saw it.  Everyone wanted life from it, if that were possible.  But the tree was a fake and everyone knew it.  But this tree of life in our eternal home will be different.  The tree of life will be in the middle so that everyone will see it.  This tree of life, which will be real, will direct every heart to the Lord, the author of life.  This tree of life will not be fake and everyone will know it.  

Furthermore, while there will be a tree of life in our eternal home, but not a tree of the knowledge of good and evil, nor will there be a serpent to deceive anyone - anymore – ever.  There will be no chance that things will slip back into the fallen and cursed character that things have now.  Not in heaven, and not on earth. 

3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 

Like we were told before in chapter 21, the Lord Himself will be in our eternal home always.  As Paul put it in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, “we shall always be with the Lord”.  John writes that the Lord’s bond-servants will serve Him.  Remember way back in Revelation chapter1, where we started off:

Revelation 1:1

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John.

Then who are His bond servants?  Clearly John is included, and all those of the true church of Jesus Christ are included as well.

· Right now we see the Lord through the truths revealed in His word

· But then we will see the Lord directly, and 

· we will see Him as He is – truly and in reality

Now what does John mean by His name being on the foreheads of His bond-servants?

Well, remember many months back when we studied the messages to the seven churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3?

Revelation 3:12 (Christ to the church at Philadelphia) 
"He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

We read that the church in Philadelphia was told that the overcomers would be made a pillar in the temple of My God.  He - God - will not go out from it anymore:

· and the Lord Jesus will write upon him the names of His God

· the name of the city of His God, the new Jerusalem, 

· and His new name

We discovered back then that in John’s day people 
· would have the name of their deity to whom they were devoted written or marked in a symbol on their forehead.  Writing of the Lord’s name on our foreheads, then, would be understood to mean that we were permanently His and devoted to his service.

You may also recall that in John’s day the names of those who contributed to the building of a temple or public building would have their names written into the pillars of the building.  That would explain why the promise to the saints at Philadelphia to make them pillars and to write His name - as the contributor – on the pillars.  Those pillars are you and me!  We will forever proclaim in our very person the immeasurable contribution He made on our behalf by displaying His name His character, like the writing on the forehead or the writing on a pillar in John’s day.

5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever. 

Verse 5 makes it clear, as we saw before, that the need of any physical sources of light will come to an end.  The Lord Himself will be all the light that is needed.  And that is why the materials of this New Jerusalem are all described as being translucent – even the golden streets!  So the light of the Lord could light up everything and shines through everything.

Notice here as well that John finishes off verse 5 with the statement, ” and they will reign forever and ever.”
· I believe this refers to the saints reigning with Him forever and ever.

· Even now, we are positionally seated with Christ – whether in our condition or not in any given moment.  

· Then we will be seated with Him in our position and our condition forever.

· No vacillation – no deviation – no interruption.

· We will reign with Him forever and ever.

This verse finishes up a series of “no longer” and similar phrases that underscore the end of all the things about the present heaven and present earth that will not be typical of our eternal home (see listing below).  Many of those endings we’ll be very glad for, I’m sure.

The things that are “no” or “no longer” 

in Revelation chapters 21 & 22:

•  Revelation 21:1 

…no longer…
•  Revelation 21:4 (twice)
…no longer…

•  Revelation 21:22

…no temple…

•  Revelation 21:23

…no need… 

•  Revelation 21:25

…no night…

•  Revelation 21:27

…no one…

•  Revelation 22:3

…no longer…

•  Revelation 22:5 

…no longer…

•  Revelation 22:5

…not have need…

6 And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place. 7 "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book." 

This is the last time we will see the phrase in Revelation “faithful and true” (Revelation 3:14; 19:11; 21:5; 22:6 
).  As we’ve pointed out before, this phrase is not to be dismissed as simply a nice religious saying, spoken with flair and for religious appeal.  The angel is telling John that everything that he has seen – and everything that he has heard - has the character of being absolutely true and legally valid as if it were courtroom testimony.  It was a phrase used in legal documents and legal proceedings of the time.  These words are based on reality.

Now let’s take a look at the words at the end of verse 6, “and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place.”

First, this phrase tells us of God’s specific intent to reveal to us through the angels and through John … things that we could not observe, discern, determine or conclude on our own.  As human beings, we like to take pride in our technological advancements.  All that having been said, there are truths that human beings cannot know of their own choice, rationality or observation.  There are truths that we can know only if God reveals them. And the last half of verse 6 makes it clear that God has taken the initiative to reveal truth to mankind.  We have that truth revealed without error in God’s word.  We have that truth revealed supremely in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Secondly, there are many people who have claimed or now claim or will claim to be prophets, but only a few who have revealed God’s intended truth.  Muhammad claimed to be a prophet.  Joseph Smith claimed to be a prophet.  And we have many false prophets in our own day.  In the Tribulation there will even be one who is called the False Prophet.  But we do well to recognize that there are only certain ones that God has chosen to speak through such as to reveal God’s truth.  Then, we’ve been told before in Revelation that the things in this book must soon take place – and that the Lord is coming quickly.

Here are those verses, spread at the beginning and at the end of the book of Revelation – like book ends.  What is interesting is that the word that is translated soon or quickly is used in consistent word patterns in each case - two specific patterns… to be exact.  What is not so readily apparent is that the word translated “soon” and “quickly” is the same word in the Greek.  It is the Greek word tachus.  It shows up in our medical literature in the word tachycardia, which means a rapid heartbeat.  The reason the Lord had John use this word in this way seven times in Revelation is because He wanted us to know that though the centuries might pass, the coming of the Lord, when it happens, will be swift.  Once the Lord comes for His church, everything else spelled out in Revelation will take place swiftly, suddenly and in rapid succession.

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 But he said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God."

We’ve read that John heard and saw things quite a number of times.  As John approaches the end of this book, however, he is bringing the same legal wording that he used in the beginning of the first chapter.  That is why he starts off verse 8, which is really capping off things near the end of John’s testimony in Revelation, with “I, John, heard and saw these things”.  What happens next is very similar to what John had done and how the angel responded back in Revelation 19:10.  

Revelation 19:10
Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

John was in both instances, I’m sure, quite overwhelmed.  The magnitude and the majesty and the immensity of all that he had seen had to have simply overcome him.  The fact that John records his error here a second time reinforces that John is telling it just like it happened – without edits to make him look better.  Why would he record His mistakes and the angels’ immediate corrections?

10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 "Let* the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let* the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy."      *Let does not mean ‘allow’, but rather indicates an imperative.

So what was the Lord telling John not to do when he said, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book?” Remember back in chapter 5 when we took a look at the seven seals of scroll?  In the verses above, the Lord was telling John not to seal up the words of this book of Revelation.  Don’t put an official seal on it, since that would prevent it from becoming public knowledge.  Keep it open!  Get the word out!  Let people know what is in this book!  Unfortunately church shepherds have often shunned this book!  Unfortunately the meaning has been concealed to many by interpreting everything in this book as an allegory.  We’ll not do that here, because the Lord wants you to know what’s in this book of Revelation.   We’ll teach just as openly as any other part of the inspired word of God.

Now how about this verse 11?  Is the Lord telling John just to let people go the way they’re going – even if it means they‘ll stay on the path to destruction?  On the contrary, this verse is evangelistic!  If one does not get to hear the words in this book, then the eternally destructive way in which he has set himself will continue.  If one does not listen to the words of this book, then the eternally destructive way in which he has set himself will continue.  Verse 11 is an appeal to change one’s eternal course by responding to the critical and urgent message of this book.  

As this elective and this year both draw to a close, and as we look back at the minutes and days and weeks that have flown by so quickly, reading about the angels’ exhortation to “Worship God” is very fitting.  As we look at the days gone by, what better thing to hear than “Worship God”.   Don’t we also face a temptation to fall into worship of other things and other people?  We don’t know if the Lord will allow us to finish this book next Sunday or even if He will come for us all before we finish this service.  But the worship we conduct right now is the perfect introduction to the worship in our eternal home that will proceed from age to age to age, by the grace of the majestic and glorious Author of Life.

John calls Christ 
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• Rev 8:1		 (   


• Rev 12:11
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“of God and of the Lamb” (or similar)





•  Rev 5:6, 7, 13


•  Rev 6:16


•  Rev 7:9, 10


•  Rev 14:4
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…the things which must              soon take place…





•Revelation 1:1


•Revelation 22:6








…I am coming quickly…





•Revelation 2:16*


•Revelation 3:11


•Revelation 22:7(





•Revelation 22:12


•Revelation 22:20








* I am coming to you quickly…                      
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