1 Peter 3:1-7

Peter & Paul: Mounds of complementary passages

Paul and Peter often wrote of similar things, but in a different though complementary way:

· Paul and Peter both wrote of grace, knowing it not just hypothetically, but knowing it personally, from a past of spiritual blunders and worse, and growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ

· Paul wrote of Christ as the believer’s life, Peter of things ‘living’

· Paul wrote of practical living by making a logical connection between position and condition, while Peter wrote of practical living as ‘in action’

· Paul wrote repeatedly of the details of our identification with Christ, whereas Peter assumed the outcome of our identification with Christ

Paul and Peter often wrote of similar things, with a complementary emphasis:

· Paul spoke to and told about elders as leaders in the church, mostly from a ‘this is the last time I’ll see you’ or directing another leader about elders, but Peter wrote directly to the elders themselves

· Paul wrote about spiritual warfare, placing the focus upon the position of the believer in Christ, and using a military analogy, but Peter wrote about spiritual warfare simply from the standpoint of resistance against an enemy compared to a vicious animal 

· Paul wrote of growing, often in terms of maturity, and often with other actions as the instrumental imperatives, but Peter wrote of growing directly, even with an imperative for the believer to grow.

· Paul wrote about husband and wife relationships, placing most of the focus upon the husband, whereas Peter wrote about husband and wife relationships, placing most of the focus upon the wife

In spite of the differences between the way in which they wrote, Paul and Peter wrote consistently, because of the singular inspiration of the Holy Spirit behind their writings.

1 Peter 3:1-2 (NASU)

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 

From 1 Peter 2:13, where Peter had introduced the character of the believer with those in authority, Peter used the phase “in the same way” two times in this passage (1 Peter 3:1,7).  He was describing the nature of earthly relationships between the believer and others, here between the believing wife and her own husband – not all women being subject to all men.  

Peter addressed something here that is unique: How does the believing wife relate to the unbelieving husband?  In the world of the Roman Empire, it was expected that a wife would adhere to the religion(s) of her husband.  For a wife to become a Christian – an exclusive belief that does not allow for embracing other religions – would easily be viewed as a marital mutiny.  Peter’s counsel, even to the wife of an unbelieving husband would be to submit to him (hupotasso: placing oneself under the authority of another).  

The unbelieving husband is to be ‘won’ (Peter used a word for financial gain), not by what the wife says directly, but by the gospel spoken by her life.  The unbelieving husband will see the behavior of the wife, being respectful of the husband and given to him.  She will, by her behavior, be God’s instrument to win him over spiritually.    

1 Peter 3:3-4 (NASU)

Your adornment must not be merely external--braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  

The Greek word translated ‘adornment’ is kosmos, from which we get our word ‘cosmetics’.  In these verses Peter was addressing another aspect of the appeal of the wife to the husband, focusing on what God values and finds attractive.  

Many wives in the Roman Empire were preoccupied with their hair, jewelry and apparel.  One reason for this was that their husbands were often otherwise occupied.  Peter was not saying that the women should neglect their appearance nor was Peter laying down laws about how not to dress up.  Instead, he was saying that the real beauty of a believing woman was intended by God to be timeless and hidden deeper than plain sight.  God’s sense of what is of value in a woman is a gentle and quiet spirit, which is not at all hidden from God.    

1 Peter 3:5-6 (NASU)

For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 

Peter illustrated the submission and respect of verses 1 and 2 by referring to the lives of Sarah and Abraham.  These were the same points that Paul made regarding the wife:

Ephesians 5:22-24, 33 (NASU)

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head  of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything… 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love    his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

Peter pictured the godly wife as adorning herself with character.  He also restated the principle (from verse 1) of each wife submitting to her own husband – not all women submitting to all men.  The phrase ‘calling him lord’ could just as well be translated ‘calling him sir’ – it is an address to show respect.  

The end of verse 6 makes clear that the submission of the wife is not based in any way upon the wife’s fear – fear of the husband, family, friends, or neighbors (‘any fear’).  There was potentially a great deal of pressure on the Christian wife of an unbelieving husband in the culture of the Roman Empire.  But Peter wrote, “without being frightened by any fear”.  So what Peter was writing about was not a fearful, cowering wife, submitting out of dread and angst, but a fearless godly wife who boldly does what is right in God’s sight, Who sees her as spiritually beautiful – a vessel boldly living out the person and character of the risen Lord Jesus Christ by faith.                                  

1 Peter 3:7 (NASU)

You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir              of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. 

After six verses addressed to the wives, Peter wrote one brief, but potent verse to the husbands, again using the phrase “in the same way”.  So if Peter is going to pack the entire message to the husbands into just one three-line verse, what will he have to say      to them?

The husbands are to be living (present active participle – Peter’s way of stating how Christ lives in and through believers) with their wives (one each!) in an understanding way.  And the word that Peter chose for ‘understanding’ is gnosis – intimate familiarity.  So what does that mean?  What is the husband to understand?  How does that get lived out?

1) The husband, as the wife in the earlier verses, is to understand God’s insights into the marriage relationship.  There is no getting around the fact that he needs to approach the marriage relationship with an understanding of God’s purpose, plan and intent for marriage.  As the wife is to know what God values (verse 4), so is the husband.

2) The husband is to know his wife deeply – to understand her – so as to able to make wise connections from the teaching of God’s word to his life and to hers.  General aspects of his wife’s makeup will be addressed next, but there is a personal and individual aspect of this knowledge that is essential as well. 

Peter then characterizes key aspects of the husband’s practical knowledge of the wife.  When he says that the wife is weaker, while there is certainly a physical aspect to his statement, it should not be left there, and sheer physical strength is not a major part of the biblical wisdom regarding the wife.  The most insightful aspect of Peter’s guidance is that the wife is fundamentally more vulnerable, by nature of her physical and related psychological characteristics:

· The wife goes through changes over various timeframes and conditions based on her physiological and hormonal makeup that centers on childbearing (her monthly cycle since puberty, pregnancy or pregnancies, peri-menopause and menopause).

· The wife has a connection to the child she bears that is different from the husband’s.  The child grew inside her for nine months, and physically came from her.  She is profoundly impacted by the process of bearing and of birthing the child.

So given those vulnerabilities, is the wife to be considered in some respect inferior to the husband?  No way!  Peter appropriately reminds the husbands that their wives are joint heirs of the grace of life.  The believing wives have the exact same position in Christ as the believing husbands!  And that position in Christ is so awesome that we dare not use the word ‘inferior’ about any aspect of it!  In fact, Peter uses the words ‘giving honor’ regarding the husband’s activity toward the wife (‘giving’ is another of Peter’s present active participles).  

Then how about “that your prayers not be hindered”?  Is Peter threatening the husbands with heavenly blackmail?   Will the rebelling husband’s prayers bounce off the floorboards of heaven?  It seems rather that the husband who does not care what God has said about his relationship with his wife, and doesn’t care to understand his wife, will not have a prayer or any spiritual life of great value either.  His prayer life will be ‘dead in the water’, and what he does pray will be shallow indeed.  Peter is urging spiritual reality here.  He is defining what it means to be God’s man! 
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� Greek: hupotasso – like in Ephesians 5:21 & 24, Colossians 3:18 and Titus 2:5.


� Meaning “not persuaded to believe”.


� Not per KJV, which has “the”.


� KJV has “conversation” which meant “behavior” 400 years ago.  The point in this passage is that the husband will be won over not by the wife’s conversation, but by her behavior.  


� Greek: epoptueo = epi + optanomai; meaning “to watch intensely – with eyes wide open”. 


� Greek: hagnos, derived from hagios; meaning “set apart for a sacred purpose”.


� Same as wives are exhorted to in Ephesians 5:33.


� See footnote 4.


� Greek: cosmos = ordered system – the opposite of chaos; applied to adornment.  “Cosmetics” comes from cosmos.


� Most wives in Peter’s audience did not have the opportunity for public interaction, so elaborate adornment was one of the common ways of occupying the wives’ time and interest.  


� Greek: kruptos, source of our English word “cryptic”.


� KJV has “man”, but since the Greek word is anthropos, and refers to the wife by context, should be “person”.


� Greek: cardia.


� Meaning “incorruptible”.


� Internally quiet and calm.


� Externally quiet and calm.


� Greek: hagiai;” those set apart for a sacred purpose”.


� Greek: cosmeo, verb form of cosmos (see footnote 9 above).


� See footnote 1 above.


� Greek: sunoikeo = sun + oikeo, meaning literally “together house-dwell”, or we would say “live together in a home” or “home life together”.


� Greek: kata gnosis, meaning “according to knowledge”.  The knowledge conveyed here is specific and factual knowledge.  This knowledge is practical, prudent, objective and exercises discretion.


� There are strengths and weaknesses in each of the genders, but Peter is here referring to relative weakness based out of the physical body, hers being female (“since she is a woman”).  The Greek word translated “vessel” here is the same used in 2 Corinthians 4:7, where Paul writes, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;” (NASU).  The word is therefore used in both places as a metaphor for the earthly container of the person of Christ.


� Greek: aponemo = apo + nomos = assign or bestow according to principle. 


� Greek: timen; meaning “honor, value, esteem, or regard”.  This word elsewhere carries the idea “precious”.


� Greek: sugkleronomos = sun + kleronomos; “together heirs”.  The spiritual position of the wife in Christ is identical to that of the husband (Galatians 3:28: “…neither male nor female…”). 
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