The Law of Moses: getting it right

Jesus took the Jews back to the original content of the Law of Moses, clarifying the original intent of the Law of Moses.  He stripped away the various traditions and developments which changed the original content and the original intent of the Law of Moses, which was a law that started at the heart level – not just external compliance.

Jesus made clear that the original intent of the Law of Moses was exactly what God had in mind for the Jews, and that God intended it to start from the heart.  The culture had come to see that the scribes and the Pharisees - the cultural heroes – were the ones who had the Law of Moses ‘down pat’.  Most people saw these men as exemplary
.  Jesus saw these men otherwise:

Matthew 5:20 (NASU)

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

This brief statement, of course, was shocking news!  How could anyone ever expect to enter the kingdom of heaven if one had to be even better than the scribes and the Pharisees?!  But that brings up another point that was shocking for the Jews to hear:   

A new concept for the Jews: ‘Will I be qualified to enter the kingdom?’

The Sermon on the Mount, in chapters 5 and 7, zeroes in on the issue of entry into the kingdom (i.e., the kingdom of heaven = kingdom of God = Millennial kingdom = the kingdom):

Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 7:13-14

Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

Matthew 18:1-3 (NASU)

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 19:23, 24 (see also Luke 18:24, 25 & Mark 10:23-25)

And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Matthew 21:31 (NASU)

"Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you."  

Matthew 23:13

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

Mark 9:47 (see also Matthew 5:29,30)

If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell.

Mark 10:15 (see also Luke 18:17)

Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all. 

John 3:3, 5-7 (NASU)

Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."…  5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'"

The bottom line in kingdom entry is that just being Jewish will not get one into the kingdom.  It is only the Jewish person who believes so as to be born again who will enter the kingdom.  There is also a qualification for kingdom entry for the ethnic Gentile. That Jewish person who is born again
 will have heart and behavioral outcomes that characterize them, and that even impact that person’s relative standing among those who enter the kingdom.  But just saying the ‘right words’ and even claiming to do some impressive things will not in themselves qualify a person for entry into the kingdom:

Matthew 7:21-23 (NASU)

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.'

Notice also that the indications from this passage, and from Matthew 7:13, 14 are that the number who will enter the kingdom out of the Tribulation period will be smaller (‘few’) than the number who do not qualify for entry (‘many’).  Jesus urged that His disciples be among ‘the few’ who qualify to enter the kingdom of heaven.
� Paul described himself as one of those cultural heroes in Philippians 3:4-6, “If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.” (NASU)


� Being born again is a term applicable to both ethnic Jews who believe and are therefore saved so as to qualify for entrance into the kingdom (John 3:3,5,7), and for those who believe during the Church age and are therefore placed into the body of Christ (1 Peter 1:3, 23).





