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Who is John the baptist?
» John the Baptist, « He lived out in the

a relative of Jesus wilderness, in rough
through His mother & wild clothing &
(see Luke 1:5-80), diet — but his diet

ministered along the  of locusts & honey
Jordan River, north was allowed by
of the Dead Sea. the Law of Moses.

Leviticus 11:22, “These.. you
may eat: the locust in its kinds,
and the devastating locust in its kinds...’
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Repent!

» The word ‘repent’ * The feeling that is
has tended to bring characterized by
up a curious variety the musical style

of images in the we call ‘the blues’.
minds of people: « Coming forward

* Really emotionally to the altar at the
impacted, with pastor’s invitation.
a flow of tears, . Repent means a

crying & such. change of mind.
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The kingdom of heaven

* The terms ‘kingdom + But to the Jews of

of God’ & ‘kingdom New Testament
of heaven’ & even times these terms
just ‘kingdom’ have meant the coming
come to mean ‘the kingdom of the
church’ or the group Messiah, King of
of people God has the Jews, reigning
saved over time or from Jerusalem

the spiritual domain over the people
of all those saved. & land of Israel.
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The kingdom (of ....)

» This coming King * The Jews used the

& Israel’s Messiah, terms ‘kingdom of

a descendent of God’ & kingdom of
King David, would heaven’ & ‘kingdom’
come to reign over all as synonyms.
the kingdom & the .« john the baptist &
people of Israel, & Christ both used all
also over the entire these terms in the
planet, in a long same way as the

‘golden age’. Jews did.
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Make ready the way!

» The long-standing » So that is what John
tradition in all of the the baptist does,

middle east was to morally & spiritually.
clear, smooth, level . He clears & levels &
& straighten roads makes straight the
in preparation for way both morally

a coming dignitary, & spiritually for the
such as a king or coming of Jesus

other royal person. Christ, son of David.
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A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the Lord
in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert
a highway for our God. 4

Let every valley be lifted up,

And every mountain and hill be made low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley"

Matthew 3.3 quotes from Isaiah chapter 40.
When we studied Isaiah at Holly Hills (12/05

to 2/07), we said that there are many chapter
to book parallels between the 66 chapters of
Isaiah & the 66 books of the Bible. This is one.
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Pharisees & Sadducees (1)

* The Pharisees &
Sadducees were
two Jewish groups
that were not of the
same viewpoint, but
together they had a
grip onthe control
of the practice of
Judaism in Israel,
at that time.

The Pharisees
believed in all of the
Old Testament, but
added to & made
rules around it.

The Sadducees
claimed belief in the
five books of Moses,
but were skeptical of
miracles, angels...
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Pharisees & Sadducees (2)

» John immediately » So John openly told

& openly describes them that they were
these two groups subject to the wrath
in strong & graphic to come, & would
negative terms. not be exempt just
+ John called them because they were
a ‘brood of vipers’, descended from
creatures that are Abraham, & that
pOiSOﬂOUS, & by they needed to

the Law, unclean. repent & live it.
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Pharisees & Sadducees (3)

+ Matthew 5:20,
"For | say to you
that unless your
righteousness
surpasses that
of the scribes
and Pharisees,
you will not enter
the kingdom
of heaven."

John the baptist
here introduces a
shocking piece of
news for the Jews,
that Jesus continues:

The entry into the
coming kingdom for
Jews is not to be
assumed, based
on their ancestry.



[image: image12.png]Matthew 3:7-10

Pharisees & Sadducees (4)

» John says what » Trees that are well-
the Old Testament planted & bearing
prophets say, &that fruit were pictures

is that there will be of godliness in all of
judgments coming, the Old Testament
& the Jews will not (see Psalm 1:1-3,
be exempt from it! Psalm 92:12-14).

The law allowed that only the kinds
of trees that did not bear fruit could
be cut down (Deuteronomy 20:20).
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John the baptist baptized
as a sign of repentance

» John baptized asa -+ In His later, second

sign of repentance, coming, He will then
but he also pointed come in judgment,
to the One who is ‘winnowing’ in order
coming... coming for Him to separate

both sooner & later. the wheat to be kept

« In His soon coming ~ (those Jews who

He was the Lamb of ~ Will be entering the
God who ‘lits up’ our ~ kingdom) from chaff,

sins (John 1:29,36).  to be burned up.
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As for me,
| baptize you with water for repentance, but

He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and
| am not fit to remove His sandals;

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 2
His winnowing fork is in His hand, and

He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and
He will gather His wheat into the barn, but

He will burn up the chaff with unquenchabile fire.

It was the duty of the lowest household
servant to remove the sandals of guests
& other members of the household.
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Why would Jesus be baptized?

» John the baptizer » Jesus didn’'t need to

said he baptized repent or to confess
as a baptism of His sins.
repentance. « But Christ asked for

* When people came John to baptize Him
to John, they didn’t as a picture of His

proclaim their own total agreement with
righteousness, but & His identification
confessed sins. with John’s message.

It would also picture Christ as spiritually clean.
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After Jesus was baptized

+ After Jesus was * We also see the
baptized we see in approval of God
this one passage the Father toward
the presence of God the Sonin
all three persons this event.
of the Trinity « This event would
(three beings, reflect what God the
one essence): Father says of the

« The Father, Son Sonin Psalm 4:7

& Holy Spirit. & Isaiah 42:1.
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