[image: image1.png]Selected passages in Ephesians
shedding light on Law & Grace

» \We've been taking  + Last Sunday

a look at selected we looked at
passages in Ephesians 2:4-10,
Ephesians that & today we will look
shed light on at Ephesians

Law & Grace. 2:14-22.

Ephesians 2:14-22 focuses on how the Gentiles

& Israel — ethnic distinctions — have been made
into a new non-ethnic entity called the church.
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Ephesians 2:1-3 & 2:11-137

» Ephesians 2:1-3 » Ephesians 2:11-13
tells both Jewish & tells all the Gentile

Gentile believers believers what they
about their hope- were missing out on
less position & & excluded from by
desperate condition not being of Israel
before they were before they were
saved by faith in saved by faith in
Christ. Christ.

The rest of chapter 2 is what God did about it.



[image: image3.png]Ephesians 2:14-22

Ephesians 2:13 is the transition verse

* The unbelieving » Christ is the one
Gentiles were who did something
excluded, strangers, about the Gentiles’
far off, & outside. massive problem.

» At best they could * Verse 13 is the
look in on what the starting verse that

Jews had, but they tells us that Christ
could not share in it did something by
or call it their own. His death.
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How did Christ do it?
Christ did not bring the Gentiles near by

making them Jews, nor did he make them
near by putting them under the Law of Moses.

» By the blood of » Through the cross
Christ (verse 13) (verse 16)

» By abolishing in His + Having put to death
flesh the enmity the enmity

(verse 15) (verse 16)



[image: image5.png]Compare & contrast:

Ephesians 2:14-16

“...by abolishing in His flesh the enmity,
which is the Law of commandments
contained in ordinances...”

Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that | came to abolish the Law...

Jesus abolished the Law with regards to those
in the church (Acts 2 to the rapture), taking it
offline, but He did not abolish the Law for
Jews outside of the time of the church.
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The law was taken out of the
way in order to form the church

» Christ died on the + |t was taking the

cross for several Law offline that
very important allowed the Jews
purposes. & Gentiles to both
» One of those be made into one
purposes was to body — an entirely

take the Law offline ~ new creation, not
for us in the church.  based on ethnicity.

Ethnicity & the Law are about earthly identity,
but the church has a heavenly identity.
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Instead of enmity, peace

* For the Jew under
the Law of Moses,
the Gentiles eat the
wrong food, wear
the wrong clothes,
do things on the
wrong day at the
wrong time, & they
always say the
wrong things, too.

« There is no biblical

basis for a Jewish
& Gentile tension
or conflict in the
church.

Christ’s death on
the cross was totally
adequate to deal
with the ethnic
tension & conflict.
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Brought near - & we’re not talking
horseshoes & hand grenades

» For everything » But by taking
that Israel had, the the Law offline for
Gentiles were left those in the church,
out, far away, not both the Jews &
included & went the Gentiles are
without. brought near.

So now, in the church, from Acts 2 to the

rapture, the primary identity is ‘in Christ’,
& a saint might be Jewish or be Gentile.




[image: image9.png]An Ephesians 2:17 diagram

peace to those who were
And _He was far away = the Gentiles
coming &

preached the &
good news

of peace to those who were
near = the Jews




[image: image10.png]Ephesians 2:18 (slightly expanded)

“...for through Him [Christ] we both [Jews and
Gentiles] are having the access in one Spirit to

the Father.”

All three persons of the Trinity are involved
in our access to the Father:

+ Our access is through Christ
+ Our access is in one Spirit
+ Our access is to the Father



[image: image11.png]The big picture: Ephesians 2:19-22

but
No longer Fellow citizens
strangers & aliens with the saints
Of God’s
household
Atemple
of the Lord
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Citizens, of the household

» AsPhilippians 3:20 + Those who are of

tells us, we who the of the house-
believe, Jew & hold, by Jewish
Gentile, we who custom are those
believe all have a who are family —
heavenly citizen- having a family
ship, the book of relationship to
life being the list Christ who is

of living citizens. our brother.



[image: image13.png]The big picture: Ephesians 2:19-22

Verses 20-22 present
Paul’s final point &

illustration about the

new character of the

church, composed of

both Jews & Gentiles
& created as one

new body &

they complete A temple
chapter 2 > of the Lord




[image: image14.png]Timeline of the Temple Reconstruction
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[image: image17.png]“...having been built on the foundation...”

* The apostles were  + The prophets served
special messengers an interim role in

from the Lord, sent conveying specific
to convey the good truths to the church
news of Jesus prior to the com-
Christ (Acts 1:8). pletion of all of the

mesmge:  DOOKS Of the New
d,lx o a‘gj} : ;.;47 Testament (1
‘ Corinthians 13:8-13).




[image: image18.png]Apostles & prophets in
the book of Ephesians

» Ephesians 2:20, “having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,”

» Ephesians 3.5, “which in other generations
was not made known to the sons of men, as
it has now been revealed to His holy apostles
and prophets in the Spirit;

» Ephesians 4:11, “And He gave some as
apostles, and some as prophets, and some
as evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers,”



[image: image19.png]“...Christ Jesus Himself
being the corner stone...”

» Nobody in biblical » God has done so in

times would have Christ — the entire
thought of building temple consisting

a temple without not of stone or other
beginning the earthly materials,
project with a solid, but of Christ &
well-founded, those being con-

square cornerstone.  formed to His image.



[image: image20.png]Ephesians 2:21-22 is in
a Hebrew poetry pattern

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, is growing into a holy femple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built together into
a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Hebrew poetry rhymes ideas,
rather than sounds (example: Psalm 6)



[image: image21.png]Ready... aim... write!

» Though directed to
the entire church, this
message from Paul is
lovingly aimed at the
Jews, who would be
the ones who might ‘
cling to the Law & slip
back into their deeply |
entrenched separation
from the Gentiles.




[image: image22.png]This isn’t “stone cold”

» As magnificent as » There is nothing

any earthly temple in our position in
might be, it is still Christ nor God’s
made of just matter dwelling among us
— dead & immobile. that would make us
« What Paul God’s frozen people.
describes of the * God’s work in the
body of believers church creates
is living & growing. connectedness —

a joining together.
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