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“...letters engraved on stones...”

* Verse 3 made e ...the Greek Old
reference to tablets Testament version
of stone, & verse 7 of the account of
makes reference God with Moses on
to letters on stone. Mt Sinai, in Exodus.

¢ The Greek words « The ‘tablets’ were
for ‘tablets’ & ‘stone’ the tablets on which
that Paul used in God Himself had
this passage are engraved the ten
both taken from... commandments.



[image: image3.png]Comparison of Ministry to Israel by Moses & Law
with Ministry to the Church by Christ & Grace

Aspect of the
Reigning Principle

Israel by Moses &
Law (Romans 2-8)

Church by Christ &
Grace (Romans 3-8)

Conveyance letter - physical spirit - spiritual
Means tablets of stone Holy Spirit
Results death of separation |life of union

Degree of glory

fading, lesser

abounding, greater

God's expression |condemnation righteousness

Blessing conditional, earthly |unconditional, heavenly
(Deuteronomy 28) | (Ephesians 1:3)

Duration That which fades That which remains

Motivation To be blessed, & to | Because you are

avoid being cursed

already blessed
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But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved

on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of
Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses
because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 8

how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be
even more with glory? 9

For if the ministry of condemnation has glory,
much more does the ministry of righteousness
abound in glory. 10

Forindeed what had glory, in this case has no glory
because of the glory that surpasses it. 11

For if that which fades away was with glory,
much more that which remains is in glory.
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Which kind of ministry

The Law of Moses, The Grace of Christ,
as Paul portrays inthe as Paul characterizes
ten commandments, his own ministry,

is a ministry of: is a ministry of:
» death + the Spirit
» condemnation * righteousness

Paul drew principles from the Law by which

we in the church are to live, while also telling
us that we are not under Law, but Grace.
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The Law of Moses never saved anyone

¢ The Law of Moses
never did save even
one person, since
salvation has always
been & always will
be by faith.

The Law’s sacrificial
system even pointed
to faith in God’s own
sacrifice: Christ.

< But the Law was

given to determine
blessings & curses
on this earth.

We in the church,
from Acts 2 to the
time when the Lord
comes to take us
home, are already
blessed — heavenly.
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Glory!

+ If verses 1-6 carry * Glory is ‘the radiant
a theme of ‘letters’, essence of Who
verses 7-11 carry a God is’.

theme of ‘glory’ (& .+ But glory is not

verses 12-18 then a static quality of

carry the theme of God, but is both

‘Moses’ velil’). given & shared by
» But what is this God, Who is in turn

thing called glory? glorified.
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Moses had a tough assignment

» God assigned Moses + And that giving of
with carrying out a the Law through
ministry of death in Moses did have a
the people of Israel. glory — a glory so

« It was begun by the ~ Vvery bright that the
letters engraved on people of Israel

the stone tablets, could not look at
now called the ten Moses’ shining face.
commandments. * But it was fading!

The fading in these verses means ‘made to fade.’
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But the ministry of the Spirit...

» But the ministry of  + \We minister here
the Spirit, through among this local

whom the apostle body of Christ by
Paul ministered, means of the many
& by whom we all ministries of the
minister hereto one Holy Spirit, who
another in the body indwells each

of Christ, is even believer from the
more glorious. day of new birth.

The Spirit’s ministry has a sustained greater glory.
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Much more... abound...

» This verse literally
says in the Greek:
* “the ministry of
the condemnation”
* “the ministry of
the righteousness”

¢ Condemnation &

righteousness are

specific & emphatic.

» But the glory that

goes along with

the ministry of
righteousness is
‘much more’ in its
magnitude & is also
abounding, which
stands in contrast
to the fading of the
glory of Moses.
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Compared to the former glory

» The glory of the
ministry of the Spirit
& the ministry of
righteousness is so
much greater than
the glory of the
ministry of death &
condemnation that
it is as if Moses’
ministry had none.

» The glory of the

ministry of the Spirit
& the ministry of
righteousness has
a surpassing glory:
the Greek word for
‘surpassing’ means
‘to throw something
way beyond the
mark’.
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Fading & remaining

» The great glory of » But the ministry

the Law of Moses, of the Spirit & of
though it was very righteousness has
bright, was fading a sustaining, much

even as Moses was more, abounding &
coming down off of remaining glory,
Mt Sinai. among all of us.

This is a glory that comes from God,
is shared with us who believe, & is
turned back so as to glorify God forever.
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The Ten Commandments                                                                                                   Were Written By The Finger Of God On Tablets Of Stone:

As is recorded in Exodus 24:12; 31:18-32:19; 34:1-29, the ten commandments were written           by the finger of God on tablets of stone for Moses to take down Mt Sinai to the people.  As                  the interlinear version of the Greek Old Testament shows (Strong’s number over Greek over English), Paul used the exact same Greek words in 2 Corinthians 3:3 and 3:7 as were used in the Greek Old Testament for tablets of stone (Strong’s numbers 4109, 3035 - and 3037, for a word closely related to 3035).  Paul’s discussion of the giving of the Law in 2 Corinthians 3:3-14 is from this exact same passage in Exodus, when the ten commandments were made by God Himself, Who gave them to Moses. 

Exodus 31:18 (Strong’s / Greek / English Old Testament Interlinear)
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In 2 Corinthians 3 the Law is portrayed by
Moses on Mt Sinai, & the ten commandments

* From verse 3 on ¢ There are some
to verse 17 the 3 who teach that we
chapter of the letter in the church are
to the Corinthians still under the ten
presents the Law commandments,
as begun by the ten or that the Spirit
commandments & enables us to live
as given to Moses out the Law, but

on Mt Sinai (Exodus  God’s word does
19, 24, 31 & 34). not say that.
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2 Corinthians 3:3 (Strong’s / Greek / English New Testament Interlinear)
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2 Corinthians 3:7 (Strong’s / Greek / English New Testament Interlinear)
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2 Corinthians 3:1-18 Expanded & Explained

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again, as some do? [No.] Or do we need, as some, physical letters of commendation to you or from you, as some do? [No.] 2 You are our spiritual letter of commendation, written in our hearts, known and read by all those to whom we proclaim the gospel; 3 being manifested and showing openly that you yourselves are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, as the ten commandments were, but on tablets of human hearts. 

4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God, because of who Christ is, what He has done, and who He has made us to be. 5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of Christ, whose death also confirmed Israel’s gracious new covenant, not of the letter of the Law, but of the Spirit under a stewardship of grace; for the letter of the Law kills, but the Spirit, under a stewardship of grace, gives life. 

7 But if the Law of Moses, which is the ministry of death, in letters engraved by the finger of God on physical stones, came with a degree of glory – the radiant essence of who God is, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory than the ministry of the death under the Law? 9 For if the ministry of the condemnation under the Law of Moses has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness under grace abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, the ministry of death and condemnation, which is the Law of Moses, in this case has no glory at all, by comparison, because of the glory that surpasses it, the gracious ministry of the Spirit and the righteousness.  11 For if that which fades away was with glory, the ministry of death and condemnation, much more that which remains is in glory, the ministry of the Spirit and of the righteousness.

12 Therefore having such a hope, we – I and those who minister alongside me - use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of the glory that was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant, which is the Law of Moses, the same veil remains unlifted, because the veil is removed when a person believes so as to be saved and is placed into Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses is read among the sons of Israel, a veil lies over their heart so that their heart cannot see; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord so as to believe and be saved, the veil covering the heart is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Holy Spirit, and where the Holy Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty – a freedom from the Law or any principle of law. 18 But all of us who are in Christ, with a face that is not veiled by the Law, having died in relationship to the Law and living by God’s amazing grace, are right now continuing to behold as we read and hear the written word of God, seeing as one who looks into a mirror, the glory – the radiant essence of who Christ is – the glory that comes from Christ Himself, and we are in fact in the very the process of being changed and transformed into the same spiritual character, growing from one level of Christ’s glory to the next, and every part       of this beholding and transformation is from the God-given ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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