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So what'’s the issue?

« Last Sunday we
saw that Paul drew
principles from
Israel's past that
apply to the church
—those who are
believers in Christ,
from Acts 2 to the
rapture, including
us who are here.

« But as Paul
continues we will
see that though he
draws from the Law,
he will address our
daily living among
the Jews, the pagan
Gentiles & us in the
church, to the end
that God is glorified.
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A warning & an appeal

¢ In verses 1-13 we * In verses 14-33

saw that believers Paul will appeal to
are warned not to the believers in
be led by feelings, Corinth to use the
which is & leads mind of Christ (1
to idolatry, & other Corinthians 2:16)
spiritual & moral to judge matters,
errors (stated in 1 according to true
Corinthians 10:6). biblical principles.

We walk by faith in the revealed spiritual facts.



[image: image3.png]1 Corinthians 10:14-33

Am | not free, & what is absolute,
& what is a matter of conscience?

 Christians have
struggled with, &
have also been
divided by matters
in which they have
not understood very
clearly the basic
principles regarding
freedom, absolutes,
& what is beneficial.

Paul is wanting to
get that all clear
before them in this
passage, from 8:1
through 11:1.

He is telling them
that they are free,
constrained by what
is absolute, & what is
beneficial to others.
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Beloved, sometimes we really need flees!

¢ There are times in « Paul starts off this

our lives when we passage by telling
need to flee moral them to flee idolatry.
& spiritual dangers! . He told Timothy to

« 1 Corinthians 6:18 flee similar fleshly
was where Paul told & worldly influences
the believers to flee - twice (1 Timothy
immorality, a real 6:11 & 2 Timothy
hazard in their own 2:22) - there is a

time & also in ours. right time to run!
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Those Corinthians
must have been really questionable

¢ In these verses ¢ In the end, Paul
Paul asks them wants them all to
many questions, not see that the Lord’s
because he doesn't Table, & Israel's
know the answer, eating from their
or because he just sacrifices, & even
wants them to think the pagans eating
about things, but so what is sacrificed to
that their thoughts their idols is sharing
follow his own. & fellowship.
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No, but | say that the things which the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to
God; and | do not want you to become sharers
in demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of

the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot

partake of the table of the Lord and the table
of demons.

Deuteronomy 32:17 & Psalm 106:37 also say
that demons are behind the pagan idols. We

can't get away from unbelievers or out of this
present world until God calls that time, but we
can decide not to share in what we shouldn't.
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Absolutes come from who we are

¢ One could beginto  « When Scripture

just make lists of presents absolutes
dos & don'ts in life, of action, the basis
& many have fallen for those absolutes
into that toxic trap is about the truth
of corrupt legalism. of who we are in

« But the absolutes Jesus Christ, which
really have to do is all of grace, & not
with who we are from any supposed

in Christ! principle of law.
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1 Corinthians 6:12 — a principle personalized

All things are lawful for me,
but not all things are profitable.
All things are lawful for me,
but / will not be mastered by anything.

1 Corinthians 10:23 — a principle generalized

All things are lawful,

but not all things are profitable.
All things are lawful,

but not all things edify.

6:12 ends with the issue being Christ as Lord,
but 10:23 with the issue being what builds up.
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Now about our social interactions
with others who are unbelievers

* While Paul has * Butinthose social
made it clear that gatherings with
participation in the unbelievers, we
pagan sacrifices is ought to consider
a kind of sharing what will or will not
that believers can't be an impediment
be part of, social to their reception
gatherings with of the gospel, & let
unbelievers are that consideration

an opportunity. govern our actions.
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Do all to the glory of God

« In all that we do
here on planet
earth, it is quite
possible to get
ourselves focused
on what we are
doing & what is
happening here.

« But since we are

going to spend
eternity giving
glory to God, with
a focus on Jesus
Christ, we would
do well to just start
glorifying God now.

So a guiding principle: does it glorify God?
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Give no offense

« This principle of ¢ There are times that
“Give no offense” we must do & say
needs to be clearly things that may be
understood. offensive to some

« It is not a matter of just to live biblically.
folding to everyone  « But in matters that
all the time so that aren’t critical we
you do not ‘ruffle should not stand in
any feathers’, at the way of another's

any time, ever. path to Christ.
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The three people groups

« In just this verse we + ...and the church of

see listed the three God, which includes
people groups who us at Holly Hills.

are primary before  + God has a plan & a
the Lord, in time & place for all three

in eternity: Jews groups on into the
(Israel), Gentiles eternity future (see
(Greeks were the Revelation 21 & 22,
primary Gentiles in & supplements on

contact with Jews), the HHBC website).
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...that they might be saved

* As believers we are « to constrain our

free to do anything choices in front of
that is consistent them in such a way
with who we are that they would

in Christ. see in our lives

+ But while we may no obstacle to

be free, love for either receiving
them & glorifying or believing the

the Lord ought to gospel of Jesus

motivate us... Christ.
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