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The believers in Corinth

questioned Paul's apostleship

* While the believers  + Paul continues to

in Corinth had a persistently defend
series of written his apostleship, with
questions for Paul, humility, through the
they were also rest of this letter, &
questioning Paul's on through the book
apostleship - big of 2 Corinthians as
time! well.

Though questioning his apostleship was not
good, God will make good of it for our sakes.
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Why do they question Paul’'s apostleship?

« Paul did not live * 1) fees, 2) wealthy
the exact same way people supporting
that other apostles with funds, 3) mere
did, so that raised begging, & also 4)
some questions. working on the side.

* And, there were * Some supported &

four pagan customs some criticized each
about how teachers of the approaches
& philosophers to material support
were paid: for those in this role.
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What we’re going to find out

* We're going to see, * We're going to see

from this & other why the Lord gave
passages, some of the ministry that He
the qualifications for did to the apostles
being an apostle. - & on what basis.

e That will allow us to + We're going to gain
discern if those who some insights into
claim to be apostles the ministries that
in our day are the the Lord has given
Lord’s — or not. each one of us.
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What we’re also going to find out

* We believers inthe + While believers who
body of Christ have are of the church

freedoms & rights are not under the
that go along with Law of Moses, it is
the ministries we've inspired Scripture &
each been given, we can learn from &
but at times we may draw valuable truths
be wise to decline from the Law of

our rights & our Moses that apply to

freedoms. the body of Christ.
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Paul responds
with (many) rhetorical questions

¢ As Paul has done * Those rhetorical

before & will do questions are found
again in the book inverses 1, 4,5, 6,

of 1 Corinthians 7,8,9,10, 11,12, &
& elsewhere, he 13 (all but 3 verses).

responds with many « \When Paul asks a

rhetorical questions rhetorical question
so that his readers it is not because he

think about the right doesn't know the
answers with him. right answer!
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Paul responds
with six reasons

« Paul responds 3) Physical support
with six reasons for spiritual support
to their questioning (verse 11).
of the financial 4) Other spiritual
support for his leaders (verse 12).
apostleship: 5) Jewish priests

1) Custom (verse 7). (verse 13).

2) The Law of Moses  6) Jesus’ teachings
(verses 8-10). (verse 14).



[image: image7.png]SPIRITUAL GIFTS
9/03

PASSAGE WHERE LISTED

1Cor. 1Cor. Rom. Eph.
Apostolic Era Gifts 12:8-10 12:28-30 12:6-8 4:11
Apostles*++
Discerning of Spirits*
Faith*
Healing*
Interpretation of Tongues+
Miracles®
Prophecy*
Tongues+
Word of Knowledge*
Word of Wisdom*

SURRIXIXIX X XX



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]So what’s an apostle?

* The word apostle, * Our English word
in New Testament “ambassador”
times, meant ‘a conveys a similar
special messenger’ meaning, that is, a
— he was not just a messenger sent for
general messenger a special purpose &
by occupation or a having a delegated

general assignment. authority.
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qualifications
of an apostle

* Had success

in evangelism:
1 Corinthians 9:2;

2 Corinthians 3:1-3;

Galatians 2:7-9

« Had the capacity
to suffer patiently -

to persevere in trial:
2 Corinthians 12:12;

Acts 9:16

* Received his gift &
office by a sovereign

decision of God:
1 Corinthians 1:1;

Ephesians 1:1

« Had to have been
an eyewitness of the
resurrected Jesus
Christ: Acts 1:22;

1 Corinthians 9:1

« Endowed with power
to perform signs,
wonders & miracles:
2 Corinthians 12:12:
Hebrews 2:3,4



[image: image11.png]Authorization to author
& to be a foundation

* All of the New
Testament books
were authored by
an apostle who met
the qualifications
given, or they were
sponsored by a
qualified apostle

(e.g., Luke by Paul).

« Ephesians 2:20

says that apostles
& prophets are the
foundation of the
church, so once the
church is founded,
God doesn't keep
adding more to the
foundation.
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Paul begins with four questions
that all have ‘yes’ answers

* “Am | not free?” * “Have | not seen
Paul is not talking Jesus our Lord?”
about free as in ‘no Paul had seen
cost’, but meaning Christ first on the
‘Christian liberty’. road to Damascus,

« “Am | not an then afterward, too.
apostle?” Paul * “Are you not my
was a fully qualified work in the Lord?”
apostle of Christ, Paul founded the

as were the others. church in Corinth.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 9:2

What if unbelievers think differently?

¢ The believers in  Believers need not
Corinth were using be caught up in this
the same criteria to world’s values, view-
measure, as did points & issues to
some others who determine what God
were unbelievers, has already made
whether their own very clear in His
church’s founder, word — what ‘the
Paul, was actually world’ thinks is not

a ‘real’ apostle. what guides us.
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It's not wrong to have rights ©

* While Paul does * To have meals as
not insist upon & part of the support
boldly claim all of of the church body.
his ‘rights’ as an e To take a|ong a
apostle, he makes believing wife, & to
it C.lear that he has provide for her by
a right to them, the body’s support.

a{cr)]ng with ttlhe * To be supported &
°_ e‘r.apos’ .es. not work separately
 His ‘rights’ include: in tent making, etc.
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A soldier, a farmer, & a herdsman

¢ Paul then uses the  « ltis, of course,

word pictures of a customary for those
soldier, a farmer & in each of these

a herdsman, each three occupations to
having opportunity be supported for &
to receive physical by what they do, as
provision in return a return for their

for for their service service & labor in

& labor. battle, or in the field.
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Learn from the Law, though
you are not under the Law

* While Paul made it
abundantly clear
that believers are
not under the Law
of Moses, it is still
fitting to draw some
principles from the
Law of Moses, as
he does here & also
in other passages.

Deuteronomy 25:4
prohibited the Jews
from muzzling the
oxen that threshed
their grain for them.

Similarly, people
who work in the
field with the oxen
should work, & be
motivated by hope.
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Sowing & reaping

* Paul presented the « In this instance,

principle of ‘sowing an apostle who is
& reaping’ a few sowing spiritually
times in his letters is due a harvest by
(Galatians 6:7, 8; 2 reaping in terms of

Corinthians 9:6, 10).  physical support.



[image: image19.png]1 Corinthians 9:12

The practice of others

* There were, among * Since Paul is an

the Corinthians, apostle, there is no
apparently some good reason why he
who had already should be treated
been supported by differently than

the Corinthians for others, who might
their teaching &/or have had even
other labors among less of a basis for

the church body. being supported.
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Like the priests in the temple

¢ The priests in the e Those in the church
Jerusalem temple were not subject to
were supported the Law of Moses &
by those who Paul was not of the
participated in tribe of Levi, but the
the temple rites principle of ‘ministry

& ceremonies. support’ remained.
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Christ also taught this principle

¢ In Matthew 10:10, * “Do not acquire
& also in Luke 10:7, gold, or silver, or
the Lord also taught copper for your

this same principle money belts,

to the disciples as 10 or a bag for your
He sent them out to journey, or even two
the people of Israel: coats, or sandals,

¢ In Matthew 10:9-10 ora Sta_ff; for the
the Lord Jesus said ~ worker is worthy
to His disciples: of his support.



[image: image22.png]1 Corinthians 9:12

Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but
we endure all things so that we will cause
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.

Even where a believer has a freedom &
a right, under grace it may at times be wise
for a believer to set aside that freedom & that

right, in order not to cause any hindrance to
the gospel of Christ. This principle holds
both within the body of Christ & also
among the unbelievers.
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“Have | not seen Jesus our Lord?”

Paul was qualified as an apostle, in part,
because he had personally seen the living,
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 1:21-22;
22:14-15; 26:15-18). But each one of us is
called to ‘see’ the Lord, too — to behold the

Lord through His written word, & so to be
transformed into His image. As we do the
beholding of the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit
does the transforming of us into the image
of our living, risen Lord Jesus Christ.
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1 Corinthians 9:1-14 Expanded & Explained

As believer, am I not free in Christ?  Yes!  Am I not an apostle – Christ’s special messenger - with all the rights of an apostle? Of course I am!  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord, a fundamental qualification for being an apostle? Certainly!  Are you believers in Corinth not my work in the Lord?  Most certainly you are!  2 If to others besides you I am not an apostle, at least I am to you believers in Corinth; for you are the certain and official seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

3 My defense to those who mistakenly examine me is this: 4 Do we apostles not have a right to eat food and drink at the expense of others to whom we minister? 5 Do we not have a right, but not the obligation, to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ and, explicitly, Cephas (Peter)? 6 Or do only Barnabas and I by some quirk of principle not have a right to refrain from working, such that we are made an exception? 7 Let’s look at some principles drawn from some examples in society: Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Nobody!  Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it – the planter’s work? Not a one!  Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock that he has worked with? Not even one! 

8 I am not speaking these things to you according to purely human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law of Moses also express the principles I am conveying? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing, so that the ox can eat of the same food he threshes." God is not ultimately concerned only about oxen in such a principle of law, is He? 10 Or is He really speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops – those are basic principles of motivation.  11 If we sowed the most important spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap the needed but ultimately less important material things from you? 12 If others share the right of compensation over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right we were due, but we endure all things, by working hard to earn our own way, so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those in the temple who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and similarly those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? 14 So also the Lord Jesus directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel (Matthew 10:9-14). 
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