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Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. 2 For the principle of the Spirit of the life in Christ
Jesus has set you free from the principle of the sin nature and
of the death. 3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was
through the flesh, the God did: sending the Son of His in the
likeness of sinful flesh, as a man in a human body, and as an
offering for sin, He condemned the sin nature in the flesh, 4
so that the requirement of the Law — righteousness - might

be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. 5 For those who are according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the
mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is
life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile
toward the God; for it does not subject itself to the law of the
God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in
flesh cannot please God.
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Why the expanded & explained?

* Rather than use * The definite article
a standard English in the Greek in front
translation, we have of sin should be
provided a partially ‘the sin nature’,
expanded & ex- but is translated
plained version, only as ‘sin’ in most
because: English translations.

The Greek word that is translated ‘law’ can
best be conveyed as ‘principle’ in some places.
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Grace, the sin nature & the law

* Romans 5:1-21:
Grace, in which
we've been made
to stand, is the
reigning principle.

* Romans 6:1-23:
The believer, who
is in Christ, has died
to the sin nature &
is alive to God.

The believer is
not under law,
but under grace.

Romans 7:1-6:

We have died to
the law (a message
similar to Galatians
2:19) in order to be
intimately joined to
Christ.
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What happens when we try to live by the
law that Christ died to separate us from?

* What if a believer » That is exactly what
who has died to the Romans 7:7-25

law in his eternal describes.
position in Christ « And the experience
tries to live by the that Paul describes
law — even one of is so wretched that
the ten command- Paul thanks God
ments? for His answer.

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Romans 7:25a
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No condemnation

« Romans 5:18, « Romans 8:1,
“So then as through “Therefore
one transgression there is now no
there resulted condemnation for
condemnation those who are in
to all men.” Christ Jesus.”

How did we get in Christ Jesus?

1 Corinthians 1:30, “But by His
doing you are in Christ Jesus...”
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But if the ministry of death,in letters engraved
on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of
Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses
because of the glory of his face, fading as it
was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to
be even more with glory? 9 For if the ministry
of condemnation has glory, much more does
the ministry of righteousness abound in glory.
10 For indeed what had glory, in this case has
no glory because of the glory that surpasses it.
11 For if that which fades away was with glory,
much more that which remains is in glory.



[image: image9.png]Romans 8:1

Why no condemnation?

» The Law quantifies + But since we died
& characterizes sin, with Christ, because

so that it can be we are in Christ, &
accounted. baptized into Him in
« The Law actually His death, we died
increases sinning, to the law in order
stirring & stimulating ~ tobejoinedto Christ,
the sin nature into & the law is just not

action. enforced on corpses.
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This is about our position ‘in Christ’

» Christthe Righteous + As we are ‘in Him’

One, & the One we have died to
who was raised to the law, which was
new life, certainly the instrument of
is not condemned. condemnation.

We have not died to the law in some
partial way nor to only part of the law.
Just as our being in Christ is absolute
& total, so our death to the law is total.
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What were they thinking?

» Law certainly allows + But the law actually
one to quantify & to increases sin & stirs
categorize sin so the sin nature into
that it can be action & is a ministry
accounted. of condemnation.

Christendom has been slow — really,
really slow! — to catch on to the fact that

one of the reasons Christ gave His life
was so that we who believe would die in
relationship to the law: no condemnation!




[image: image12.png]Philippians 3:7-9
But whatever things were gain to me, those
things | have counted as loss for the sake of
Christ. 8 More than that, | count all things to be
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but
rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may
be found in Him, not having a righteousness of
my own derived from the Law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith...

“For we maintain that a man is justified by faith
apart from works of the Law.” Romans 3:28
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What is a principle?

» A principle is either + In this passage the

a fundamental truth places where we

or the way things have translated the
work, & in some word as ‘principle’
cases the word fits instead of ‘law’, it is
both definitions. ‘the way things work.’

In verse 2, for example, we have placed the

word ‘principle’ in place of ‘law’: the way that
the Spirit works & that the sin nature works.
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There are two principles
for the believer in Christ

» One principle - » The principle that
one way things work frees us from the
- is that of the sin wretchedness of the
nature, which uses sin nature principle
people as military is the principle of
assets & pays the the Spirit of the life
death wage, which in Christ Jesus.
is separation from « Thank God we’re
God, & gets stirred free — we're free

by even one law. at last!
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What the law could not do

* Most of Christendom
tries to make use of
some kind of law,
thinking that's what
God wants.

« As we've noted, the
law does do things,
but it doesn’t get
any of us where
God wants us.

So this verse tells
us outright that the
law is not going to
get anyone where
we need to be
spiritually.

Only God could deal
with this problem &
to do so He sent His
Son in human form.
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Christ came as an offering for sin

e Christ died for us, » Christ’s death paid
in our place, dyinga  for the sins of the
death we ourselves whole world.

deserved! « Thatpaymentis

* He died instead made effective
of you & me. when a person

« We also died with believes that Christ
Him, but for another  died for their sins,
purpose, but notto was buried, &

pay for ourown sins.  [0s€ again.
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God condemned
the sin nature in the flesh

« God condemned ¢ God did not do

the sin nature right anything, nor will
where it is —in the He do anything to
flesh. try to improve or

» God did not extract save the sin nature.
it from our bodies, « We who are in
because it remains Christ are not
attached until the condemned, but
death of this body. the sin nature is.
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The requirement of the law

» The requirement » Some have taught
of the law is God’s thatthe law was or
righteousness, but is written on our
the law offers us hearts, but that
nothing to get us is in error, taken
there — that’s what from Israel’s New
the law cannot do! Covenant (Jer.31:33).

The law requires righteousness, but doesn’t
get it done, so God provides righteousness
another way — Christ’s righteous life in us!
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Christ’s righteousness is lived out
by the ministry of the Holy Spirit

» There are two ways + A believer can, even

that a believer can though he has been
live life, but only freed from it, walk
one of them makes according to the
any spiritual sense. flesh.

But the sin nature attached to this body
is condemned & has been put off-line.
So the only thing that makes any spiritual
sense at all is to walk according to the
multiple ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may
not do the things that you please.

What this passage tells us is that though a
believer can walk by the flesh or walk by the
Spirit, only walking by the Spirit makes any
spiritual sense. The flesh & the Spirit are
certainly opposite, but they are not equal,
nor does God just want us to just pick one.
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A walk starts with a mind set

* While many will +» If one’s mind is set
try to live out the on the flesh, then
Christian life by the walk will most
attempting to be certainly come out
a good Christian, according to the
the insight from flesh, but the mind
this verse is thatthe  set on the Spirit
walk begins with will result in a walk

setting one’s mind. according the Spirit.
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Mind sets have outcomes

» The mind set on * The mind set on the
the flesh, which is Spirit who indwells
the sin nature as us so as to carry out
expressed through multiple ministries
this human body, focused on Christ
will result in a walk will have the result
that will be spiritual of spiritual life which
separation from is fellowship with
God (death), a God & of spiritually

loss of fellowship. generated peace.
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The flesh is hostile towards God

¢ The flesh, which < Christians can have
is the sin nature biochemical issues,
as expressed in & & Christians can be
through this body in a need for some
is hostile towards biblical counseling,
God, which is what but there is no way
we also saw in to medicate orto
Galatians 5:17, counsel away this
& there is no way spiritual problem:

to change that. flesh vs. Spirit
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The law won't fix the flesh

* The law will not fix, + In spite of what the
repair, restore or do Bible clearly says

anything to make about the sin nature
the flesh right. & the law, there are
+ But the law will those who keep
inflame the flesh trying to apply the
& stir it up to rebel law to the Christian
& resist, so don't as if that is going to
try this at home... fix or help anything.

or anywhere else! + |t just won’t help.
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The law can’t do it
& the flesh can’t either

» Even though the » God doesn’t ever
law is righteous & expect the sin
holy & good, it still nature as it acts
can’t pull off what through the human
God wants. body (the flesh) to
« The flesh, which ever act in faith,
is the sin nature as which is what it
it acts through the takes to please
human body, can’t God (Hebrews

please God - ever. 11:6).
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How not to do it,
& how

« God does not want

us to try to be good
Christians or to give
of our best to the
Master or to try to
pay Him back for
what He’s done

for us or to feel
really, really bad

& condemned.

God does not want
us to try to will the
good things & will
not to do the bad.

He does desire
that we walk in
fellowship with
Him, setting our
minds on Him, &
beholding Christ,
which the Holy
Spirit will use to
transform us from

glory to glory.
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