Romans 7:7-25 partially expanded & explained

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know about  the sin nature except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet." 8 But the sin nature, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from Law sin is dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, the sin nature became alive and I died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 11 for the sin nature, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was the sin nature, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment the sin nature would become utterly sinful. 

14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to the sin nature. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but the sin nature which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But if I am doing the very thing              I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but the sin nature which dwells in me. 

21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the law of the God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different principle in the members of my body, waging war against the principle of my mind and making me a prisoner of the principle of sin which is in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to the God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of the God, but on the other, with my flesh the principle of sin.
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Grace, the sin nature & the law

* Romans 5:1-21:
Grace, in which
we've been made
to stand, is the
reigning principle.

* Romans 6:1-23:
The believer, who
is in Christ, has died
to the sin nature &
is alive to God.

The believer is
not under law,
but under grace.

Romans 7:1-6:

We have died to
the law (a message
similar to Galatians
2:19) in order to be
intimately joined to
Christ.
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Romans chapters 6 & 7

» Both chapters

6 & 7 start with our
identification with
Christ.

However, the main
theme of chapter 6
is our having died
to the sin nature,
what it does & the
wage it pays.

¢ The main theme
of chapter 7 is our
having died to the
Law to be joined
to Christ & the
experience of
Paul as he tries
to live out the
Law as a believer
who is in Christ.
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What happens when we try to live by the
law that Christ died to separate us from?

« Romans 7:1-6 has « But what if a
told us that we have believer who has

died to the law in died to the law in
order to be joined his eternal position
to Christ. in Christ tries to

« This set of verses live by the law —
is about our eternal even one of the ten
position in Christ. commandments?

That is exactly what Romans 7.7-25 describes.
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Why the expanded & explained?

* Rather than use * The definite article
a standard English in the Greek in front
translation, we have of sin should be
provided a partially ‘the sin nature’,
expanded & ex- but is translated
plained version, only as ‘sin’ in most
because: English translations.

The Greek word that is translated ‘law’ can
best be conveyed as ‘principle’ in some places.
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What shall we say then?

¢ Paulusesthissame <+ He then asks a

approach to asking question, “Is the
the believers in law sin?”

Rome to think it e The response to
through with him this question is an
in Romans 3:3, 9; emphatic negation:
6:1, 15 & here in “May it never be!”

7:7, as he will in :
A X » The problem is not
8:31, & 9:14 & 30. with the law itself.

| The law is holy, righteous & good (vs. 12). |
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“You shall not covet”

Pauldoesn’trollout + And as we will see

all 613 command- just one command-
ments of the Law ment is all it takes
of Moses, nor for there to be a
even just the ten severe spiritual
commandments. problem — just one!
He only brings up » Adding any more
the last of the ten does not help, but

commandments. addstothe problem.
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Law stirs the sin nature

¢ |t doesn’t take a « God does not intend
number of laws for that we seek to live
the sin nature to get by the law, but that
stirred up — just one we live by grace.

will ‘do the trick’. * Paul’s statements

» Thatis why we have about having died
died to & have been & his death are not
separated from any about his position
& all law, God-given but about his daily
or man-made. condition.
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The sin nature

* There are many » Pays a death wage
who would deny (Romans 6:23)
that a believer has . Takes the law as
a sin nature, but an opportunity to
you will notice that produce sin & to
the sin nature does deceive which is
things: how it pays the

» Uses a believer as death wage to the
a military asset believer (Romans

(Romans 6:13) 7:8-11)
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The sin nature uses the law

« The sin nature uses < The sin nature,
the law — any law at attached to the
all —to fully express human body, is

its sinful character. inclined to think
+ So the law — even and act apart
God-given law, from God.

which is holy and + |t either takes on
righteous and good, the law with a ‘can
is used by the sin do’ attitude or it
nature. rebels against it.
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The law is spiritual

» The Law is not only + The problem is not

holy, righteous & with the law, but it
good, but it is also is with what the sin
spiritual. nature does with the
« Still that does not law - any law, God-
solve the problem! given or man-made.

Believers are neverin a place to simply
will to do the right thing or will not to do
the wrong thing.
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message similar to Romans chapters 7 & 8

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and

the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may
not do the things that you please. 18 But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
Law.

Both Romans 7:14-20 & the last half of
Galatians 5:17 tell us that we cannot simply
will to do the right thing & will not to do the

wrong thing.
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What is a principle?

» A principle is either + In this passage the

a fundamental truth places where we

or the way things have translated the
work, & in some word as ‘principle’
cases the word fits instead of ‘law’, it is
both definitions. ‘the way things work.’

Verses 23 through 25, for example, contain
the words ‘principle of sin’ in a couple of

places, referring to the way that sin works.
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The way things work

» Though one might  + And with the way

even agree with that the sin nature
what a law system uses the law — any
says is right & law system — the
wrong, the sin believer who tries
nature attached to will to do the

to this body is right thing & will
going to make it not to do the wrong
turn out all wrong. thing is in trouble.

| The sin nature will pay a death wage (6:23). |
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Wretched man that | am!

¢ The believer has
an issue that the
unbeliever does not:

» The believer may
well agree with the
moral code set in
some law system
& say that the law
reflects God’s
moral character.

But the sin nature
associated with the
human body will run
interference.

Churches may even
teach some kind of
law system, & hold
people accountable,
but these are not
God’s solution!
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Thanks be to God!

» Thank God that » Part of the answer
there is an answer has already been
to this dilemma that given in Romans
the believer finds 5:11t0 7.6 & has
himself in if he tries been summarized
to live by any law in the first two slides
system. on page 2.

But the rest of the answer will come as we
step into Romans chapter 8, introducing the
multiple ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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