[image: image1.png]Romans 7:1-3 expanded & explained

Or do you not know, brethren (for | am
speaking to those who know law), that the law
has jurisdiction over the person as long as he
lives? 2 For the married woman is bound by
law to her husband while he is living; but if her
husband dies, she is released from the law
concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her
husband is living she is joined to another man,
she shall be called an adulteress; but if her
husband dies, she is free from the law, so that
she is not an adulteress though she is joined
to another man.



[image: image2.png]Romans 7:4-6 expanded & explained

Therefore, my brethren, you also were made
to die to the law through the body of Christ,
so that you might be joined to another, to Him
who was raised from the dead, in order that
we might bear fruit for the God. 5 For while
we were in the flesh, with the sin nature fully
in charge, the sinful passions, which were
aroused by the law, were at work in the
members of our body to bear fruit for the death.
6 But now we have been released from the
law, having died to that by which we were
bound, so that we serve in newness of the
Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.



[image: image3.png]In Romans 7:1-6 the apostle Paul is
explaining what he said in Romans 6:14

For the sin nature shall not be having dominion
over you, for you are not under law, but in
sharp contrast under grace.

Paul had already addressed the character of
grace: the grace in which we’ve been made to
stand (Romans 11:2), & the reigning principle
(Romans 11:21). And Paul had already said
that grace is not a justification for us to engage
the sin nature or to sin (Romans 6). So now
Paul will explain why we’re not under law, but
in sharp contrast, under grace (Romans 7:1-6).



[image: image4.png]Romans 7:1

“Do you not know?”

Paul asks this same < Paul is not speaking
question in Romans down to them as he

& 1 Corinthians, asks this question,
& the intended but rather inviting
response is, them to think the
“Yes, we do know™: is_sue f(hrough
“for | am speaking with him.

to those who know ¢ He calls them
law" his ‘brethren’.
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“the law has jurisdiction over
the person as long as he lives”

» This principle holds + While the apostle
true whether some- Paul will address
one is talking about our identification
the Law of Moses or  with Christin

the law of the land. verses 4-6, first
* Nobody who is he provides an

dead gets jailed, example that

prosecuted, or everyone will

fined. understand.
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Law of Moses or secular law?

« Commentators have < Paul chose the

tried to address married woman
whether Paul was as his example,
referring to the Law which would have
of Moses or to the fit both the Law of
secular Roman Moses & Roman
Law, but actually law, since in each
the example he the wife was to
chose fits both. remain faithful.

Roman law didn’t say the man had to be faithful.
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The law binds the married woman
¢ The law binds the ¢ But if the husband

married woman to dies she is free to
her husband for as marry another man,
long as the husband  since the husband’s
is alive. death frees her.

The people of Rome, where laws were
made for the Roman empire, & the Jews
in Rome, also familiar with the Law of
Moses, would understand this example.
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If she is joined to another man

< Ifwhilethewoman’s < But if her husband
husband is alive dies she is free to
she is joined to be joined to another
another man she is man - the law does
called an adulteress. not bind her.

Paul’s point in this illustration is to set up
a parallel with the spiritual realm, so that
in understanding our identification with
Christ it would be clear why we’re not
under law, having been joined to Christ.
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Therefore, my brethren

* Having set up this » So he writes to the

illustration, Paul believers in Rome,
is wanting them “Therefore...”.

to draw some « And as he did in
conclusions about verse 1, he comes
their relationship alongside them

to the law, whether rather than speak-
the Law of Moses mg down to them,

for the Jews or even writing, “my
man-made law. brethren”.
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Comparison & contrast
Romans 6:1-23 & 7:1-6

» The word pair “died + Christ “raised
to” was found in from the dead” is
Romans6:2& 10& in Romans 6:4 & 9
itis alsoin7:4 & 6. & itis also in 7:4.

Being put off-line is in Romans 6:6 & in
Romans 7:6. But while most of Romans
6:1-23 addressed the sin nature, the
central theme of Romans 7:1-6 is law,
whether it is the Law of Moses, a subset
of the Law of Moses, or man-made.
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Made to die to the law

* When Christ died, » That dying in
you died with Him relationship to the
— with the crucified law does not make
& then dead body the law go away.

of Christ — there’s « But we have been
the death Paul was made to die in

talking about, so relationship to the
that you died in principle of law just
relationship to the as we died to the

law —any law atall.  sin nature.



[image: image13.png]Romans 7:4-6 carries a
very similar message,
but more succinctly:

Galatians 2:19-20a

"For through law | died to law, so that | might
live to God. 20 | have been crucified with
Christ...*

The ‘live to God’ part of the message is related
to being ‘alive to God’ (Romans 6:11). Living
to God begins by our considering, counting &
reckoning ourselves dead to the sin nature &
alive to God.
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Before faith in Christ

In Christ
After faith in Christ

Separated from:
Christ

Joined to:
The Sin Nature

Principle of Law

The World

Joined to:
Christ
(Romans 7:4)
Separated from:
The Sin Nature
(Romans 6:6,7,10)
Principle of Law
(Romans 7:1-6)
The World
(Galatians 6:14)
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In order to be joined to
Him who was raised from the dead

* We were previously + Our dying to the law

joined to the law principle was full of
principle, & we were power & purpose:
separated from « It was done in order
Christ, but when for each one of us
we were crucified who believes to be
together with Christ,  joined to Christ,
once we believed, eternally, intimately,
we were separated & fully, in His death,
spiritually from the burial, resurrection,
law principle. ascension & seating.

These not found in Romans
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Bearing fruit to the God
or the bearing of fruit to the death

¢ The believer has ¢ The unbeliever, who
been separated is, as we once were,
from any law as in the flesh, has the
a principle & has sin nature enthroned
been joined to & totally engaged,
Christ (verse 4). & using the body

« This unique spiritual ~ as military assets, &

position enables the fuII_y enabled to bear
believer to bear fruit ~ fruit for the death of

to the God. separation from God.



[image: image18.png]Fruit-bearing & abiding in John 15:1-5
| AM+ the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He lifts up; and every branch
that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may
bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean
because of the word which | have spoken
to you. 4 Abide in Me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless
you abide in Me. 5 | AM+ the vine, you are the
branches:; he who abides in Me and | in him,
he bears much fruit...*

+ The Greek words here are a claim to deity.
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“I'm from the law & I'm here to help!”

* It seems that many -+ But God’s grace is
Christians, in not sufficient already.

understanding the « And the law will be
nature of the law or a ministry of death

the nature of grace, & condemnation (2
feel like grace really  Corinthians 3:7, 9),
needs some help, & will actually stir
sothey bringinlaw & stimulate the sin
to help out grace, nature into even

asifthatwas ‘thefixX.  more activity!
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Released from & died to the law

* \We were released » God did that by

from & have died grace in order that
to any & all law! we might serve in

« That happened by newness of the
our being crucified Spirit instead of the
with Christ — we oldness of the letter.
died with Him on * Newness of the
the day in which Spirit goes along
He was crucified. with the newness

of life (Romans 6:4).
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Newness, not oldness

* Newness isn’t just » But in spite of the
new, it’'s new in kind. fact that the Law

+ And oldness isn’t of Moses was
just old, it'swornout. ~ righteous, holy

« As we discovered & good, it teams

last Sunday we UPtWithtthe SLn
i nature to make
are going to serve a deadly duo.

somebody, either

the sin nature or * Serving by the Spirit
the Lord. is newness - & life.



[image: image22.png]But don’t we need some law,
so that we don’t go hog-wild?

* The law quantifies  + So just how does
sin by type so that the law help us

it can be accounted sin less?
(Romans 5:13). « We've died to the
« The law increases law & have been
sin (Romans 5:20). released from it to
« The law arouses be jOined to Christ
the sin nature (Romans 7:4,6).
(Romans 7:5). » Was any of what

God did incomplete?



[image: image23.png]Galatians 2:20 expanded & explained
“Since | first believed the gospel, by God’s
doing | have been made to be in Christ so that
| was crucified together with Christ, and | died
with Him; and having also been raised with
Christ, and since Christ was also made to
dwell in me, it is no longer | who do the living,
but Christ who indwells me does the living in
me; and the life which | now live in this body
here on this earth | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me immensely and who
expressed that immense love in that He gave
Himself up willingly for me — voluntarily dying
in my place.”
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