[image: image1.png]This passage answers
some key questions

What real difference does it make whether
I'm a believer or not?

What does it mean for me to have
forgiveness of sins?

Just how forgiven is forgiven, really?

Am | locked in to being a captive to
something all my life, or just how free am 1?

Where do | put my hope & where is the
focus of my life?



[image: image2.png]» “you were dead in your trespasses+
and sins*” - Ephesians 2:1

* “we were dead in our transgressions+”
- Ephesians 2:5

» “you were dead in your transgressions+”
- Colossians 2:13

+ trespasses, transgressions -
falling alongside the path

* sins - missing the mark



[image: image3.png]So what are trespasses and sins?

» Trespasses are a
falling off of the path
designated by God;
not just crossing a
line into forbidden
territory, but being
by nature & actions
off of a course
consistent with
God’s character.

Sins are a mortally
serious spiritual &
moral failure to be &
live consistent with
the righteous, holy,
& glorious character
of God Himself.

In each case God’s
character is the
standard —not man’s.



[image: image4.png]The unbeliever is dead
in his trespasses & sins

/— trespasses & sins

The unbeliever’s
position & condition

dead

(death = separation) are consistent

& identical




[image: image5.png]* “Forin Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything, but faith
working through love.” Galatians 5:6

* “For neither is circumcision anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation.”
Galatians 6:15

« See also Romans 3:25-29; 1 Corinthians
7:17-20; Galatians 5:2-6; Philippians 3:2-3

Paul is clear — physical circumcision was not
& is not the spiritual issue at stake here.



[image: image6.png]Colossians 2:13

When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh+, He
made you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions,

+ Verse 11 makes it clear that “circumcision of
the flesh” versus “uncircumcision of the flesh”
is referring to the status of the sin nature; in
uncircumcision of the flesh, the sin nature is

in full control of the unbeliever; in circumcision
of the flesh, the sin nature is put out of
commission (but not eradicated) & the
believer is then positionally in Christ.



[image: image7.png]The unbeliever is dead
in his trespasses & sins & a sin
nature that is “calling the shots”

trespasses & sins & a
/_ fully operational, fully
in-control sin nature

dead
(death = separation)

The unbeliever’s
position & condition

are consistent &
identical




[image: image8.png]Colossians 2:13

When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh,

What turns a little comma into a great divide in
verse 13 is believing — the plural “you” to whom
he is writing are those who have believed.

He made you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions,



[image: image9.png]Colossians 2:13

When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He

made you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions+,

+ having forgiven us all our transgressions:

not only is every believer forgiven of every sin,
past, present & future, but the means to that
that forgiveness & its full extent are colorfully
illustrated in the next verse.




[image: image10.png]Paul draws upon cultural background

» Military capture of * The ransom price

opponents was one for which the
of six ways in which captive was held
someone in that must be paid in

culture could become  order for the captive
a slave, or the captive  to be set free —
might be sold backto  the price of the

the family or nation captive’s freedom
from which they must be paid in
were captured. full.



[image: image11.png]Those who do not yet believe
remain as slaves by captivity to...

The dominion of darkness (Colossians 1:13)
The sin nature (Romans 6:6-20; Titus 3:3)
False gods (Galatians 4:8,9) H, )

The Law (Galatians 4:1-7) }

Men (1 Corinthians 7:23) ‘\ =i

Death (Romans 8:20) Wi
Sins (Titus 2:14)




[image: image12.png]The price of our freedom
was fully paid by Christ

* Only those who “You were
believe that they need bought with
to be freed from sins a price...”
& that the ransom 1
price was paid by Corinthians
Christ’s death on the 7:23

cross take advantage
of that payment &
therefore have
forgiveness of sins.



[image: image13.png]How we were saved

* We were slaves by capture, held captive
until the ransom price was paid.

» Christ paid the price of ransom for all by
His death on the cross (Mark 10:45).

» Only those who believe take advantage of
the ransom price having been paid.

» Through belief, they have been redeemed
(the ransom price paid & accepted by the
captive as such) & therefore have full
advantage of it — the forgiveness of the sins
which otherwise held us captive & destined
as slaves (Ephesians 1.7; Colossians 1:14)



[image: image14.png]Here’s an illustration

« VVern has become < Vern can either

hopelessly in debt, believe it - sign the
to the tune of, say, check & turn it over
10 billion dollars & against the debt — or
there is simply no refuse the gracious

way out of paying it. ~ Payment of the debt

+ A wealthy person & remain under it,
graciously writes unforgiven of the

Vern a check forthe ~ Massive obligation
10 billion dollars. imposed by the debt.



[image: image15.png]Colossians 2:13

When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
made you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions+,

+ having forgiven us all our transgressions:

not only is every believer forgiven of every sin,
past, present & future, but that forgiveness is
colorfully illustrated in the next verse...




[image: image16.png]Colossians 2:14

14 having cancelled out the certificate of
debt+ consisting of decrees* against us, which
was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of
the way, having nailed it to the cross.

+ certificate of debt: statement of obligation

* decrees: in Ephesians 2:15, the only other
use of this word in the New Testament, it

refers to the item by item points of the Law.
The law is not there to make one righteous.
The law allows sin to be categorized &
quantified, so it piles on moral debts.




[image: image17.png]Paul's own use of this practice

«Philemon 18-19, * Philippians 4:18,
“But if he has “But | have received
wronged you in any everything in full and
way or owes you have an abundance;

anything, charge that | am amply supplied,
to my account; |, Paul, having received from
am writing this with my Epaphroditus what
own hand, | will repay  you have sent, a

it (not to mention to fragrant aroma, an
you that you owe to acceptable sacrifice,
me even your own well-pleasing to

self as well).” God.”



[image: image18.png]* 14 For if you forgive

The Jews saw others for their

sins as debts transgressions, your
heavenly Father will

also forgive you.
+ Matthew 6:12,14,15, 15 "But if you do

“And forgive us our not forgive+ others,

debts, as we also then your Father will
have forgiven our not forgive+ your
debtors.... transgressions.”

See Luke 11:4: forgiving debts = forgiving sins



[image: image19.png]The believers’ sins are fully forgiven

* The usual debt note was
self-written, so that the debtor
acknowledged the debt (as
Paul did in Philemon 19).

* The sins of those who
have acknowledged them
& believed in Christ’s death
as full payment of them are
forgiven — beyond that, they
are wiped out of existence!




[image: image20.png]Colossians 2:15

15 When He had disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made a public display of them,
having triumphed over them through Him.

To the readers of this verse in the 15t century
in the Roman empire, coming out of the pagan
culture, this verse was absolutely shocking!
Death on a cross was profoundly disgusting

& repulsive. It was a punishment reserved
for the worst & the lowest, that was painful,
agonizing, done without regard for respect
of life, property or the remaining body.




[image: image21.png]Colossians 2:15

15 When He had disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made a public display of them,
having triumphed over them through Him.

These verses make the victory which began
in Christ’s death — what to the world was the

worst shame & catastrophic defeat possible -
into a victory procession!




[image: image22.png]“...thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities...” Ephesians 1:21

» Some combination
of these words is
brought together
in Romans 8:38;
Ephesians 1:21;
3:10; 6:12;
Colossians 1:16;
2:15; & 1 Peter 3:22.

+ Similarly in 2 Peter
2:10; Jude 8



[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – 77 Law & Grace series – August 12, 2012 
Together with Him - page 3 of 3

