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What shall we say then? Are we to continue in the sin nature so
that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we who
died [in relationship] to the sin nature still live in it?

3 Or do you not know [and of course you do] that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For
if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death,
then certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

6 since you know this, that our old man was crucified with Him,

in order that our body of sin might be made powerless, so that we
would no longer be slaves to the sin nature; 7 for he who has died
is freed from the sin nature. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, then
we believe that we shall also live with Him,

9 since you know that Christ, having been raised from the dead,
is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 10 For
the death that He died, He died [in relationship] to the sin nature
once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
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Spectacularly amazing grace

* In Romans 5 we * In Romans 5 we
saw that by faith we also saw that grace
have been made is now the reigning
to stand in grace. principle.

We also observed that sin abounds,

but grace super-abounds. Grace does
not need any help from law, but law does
help sin, by defining sin so that it can

be charged to one’s account. In fact,

law even increases & stimulates sin.
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So far, there’s nothing to do

* In all of Romans * Why is it that the

chapter 5 up to apostle Paul does
Romans 6:10, & in not give anything
fact all of Romans to do until several

up to Romans 6:10, chapters later?
there is nothing for  « Anything God asks

us to do. us to do is based on
* No commands everything that God
« No exhortations has already done &

is doing & will do.
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Shall we continue in the sin nature
so that grace may increase?

+ If the sin nature » Paul’s response?
abounds, but grace  « May it never be! Not
super-abounds, a chance! No way!

then one might ask
if one ought to put
the sin nature in
gear in order that
grace might then
super-abound.

» The reason being
that we have died
in relationship to
the sin nature, so
it makes no sense
at all to live in it.
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Baptized into, united with & with

* Our identification * These are all three
with Christ is stated expressions of our
in this passage with having been joined
the words ‘baptized to Christ so as to
into’, ‘united with’ & share a spiritual
‘with’. identity.

The basic meaning of the word ‘baptize’
is to immerse, with the implication of

changing the character of whatever
is being or has been immersed.
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“Baptized into Christ”

» Those who have » Scripture connects

believed in Christ, &
are therefore saved
have been spiritually
immersed into Christ
& are permanently
& most substantially
changed by that
one immersion.

that baptism into
Christ with being
united (or identified)
with Jesus Christ,
specifically in His
death, burial &

His resurrection
(Romans 6:3-10).
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» Ephesians 2:12, e Colossians 1:21,
“...you were at that “...you were formerly
time separate+ from  alienated®...”

Christ, being aliens* 4+ separate from;
...without God in the apart from

world. * this word occurs
* Ephesians 4:18, only in these places
...e?(cluded from in the whole New
the life of God...” Testament
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« Romans 6:1-11 — dead to sin, alive to God

« Romans 7:1-6 — death releases from
marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

e 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 — dead to ourselves,
alive to Christ

e Galatians 2:19, 20 — died to the Law, to live
to God; dead to ourselves, alive to Christ

» Colossians 2:20 — died with Christ to the
elementary principles of the world

e Colossians 3:5, 20 — dead to sin, died with
Christ to the world
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For Christ also died for sins once for all*,
the just for the unjust, so that He might
bring us to+ God, having been put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in

the spirit;

* Meaning ‘once done, perpetually valid’
+ Meaning ‘to bring us toward’,
indicating that previously we were

separated, alienated & far away
from God (death is separation)
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...and He Himself bore our sins in His
body on the cross, so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by
His wounds you were healed.

Spiritual death in Scripture is about
separation of relationship, but not about
termination, cessation or annihilation

Spiritual life in Scripture is about
establishment of relationship, with
Christ as the sole source




[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]A Romans 5:12-6:23 Timeline

The Sin Nature

The unbeliever
is joined to the sin
nature & separated
from Christ.

Christ
——
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» By the cross, & the words ‘Old Man’ &
‘Faith’ above we mean that one believes
that Christ died for his sins, was buried
& rose again, & that he is identified with
Christ in His death as the starting point to
change ones’ spiritual anatomy & position.
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The Sin Nature F3jth

Christ
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The Sin Nature F3jth

Christ

* The believer is
placed into & is
joined to Christ

The Sin Nature
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Knowing with certainty

* Inverses 3,6 &9 * 3“Ordoyou

the apostle Paul not know [and
talks about what the of course you do]”
believers in Rome (see Romans 7:1)

know about being + 6 “since you know”
identified with Christ. , g «gince you know”

With ‘knowing’ stated three times,
one message of this passage is that we
can know revealed facts with certainty.
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Knowing is to impact how we live

» There has always » Seminaries & Bible

been a hazard colleges are prime
among believers places for this one
that ‘knowing’ hazard, but some
becomes an churches can be
end in itself. ‘hazardous’, too.

Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised

from the dead through the glory of the Father, so

we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4
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Knowing is about relationships

+ All the knowing » These are spiritual
in this passage is relationships that
about who we are matter now & that
in Christ, so as to pivotally impact how
be made dead in we live & who does
relationship to the the living: “...itis no
sin nature, & to longer I who live, but
be made alive in Christwho livesinme”

relationship to God. (Galatians 2:20).
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There is no greater spiritual intimacy

» Our having been » \We do not merely
identified with Christ get sort of close to
in His death, burial Christ, but God has
& resurrectionis not made us to have a
only a matter of our spiritual intimacy

being just in close with Him that is
proximity to Him but suchthat we share
was & is a spiritual an identity with
intimacy that gives Him inthese things

us a new history. now & forever.





What Is The Basis For Using The Term ‘The Sin Nature’?

Looking into the source of the term "the sin nature" brings up a larger issue in understanding Scripture: some meanings are conveyed by specific words, while others are conveyed mostly                or entirely by grammar and context. 

Now for the term "the sin nature", the word 'nature' is not taken from a separate Greek word that means 'nature'. That Greek word with that meaning is actually relatively uncommon in the New Testament. But the term "the sin nature" is not derived principally by Greek word meaning, and most certainly not by explicit use of a word meaning 'nature'. The term "the sin nature" is instead derived by grammar and context.  So there are three main points to make about the term:

1) Some have objected to the term 'nature', saying that we should instead use the term 'disposition' or 'principle'.   But staying with the term 'nature' makes it easier for us to communicate with one another more clearly, rather than using varying terms. 'Nature', 'disposition' and 'principle' are indeed synonyms. One could also use "Godless spiritual                       and moral inclination to think and to act" although that starts to get more 'wordy'.

2) Paul's repeated and deliberate use of the Greek noun that is translated "sin", preceded by the definite article, indicates specificity. Paul is not using the term for 'sin' in general - it is specific. Paul is not using the verb 'to sin' as an action - it is an abstract noun. Paul is also not using the term for a 'man', as in Old Man or New Man, as these are used of the person who has an identity because of identification (either "In Adam" or "in Christ"). Paul does repeatedly talk about the spiritual and moral inclination to action or natural disposition of "the sin" - it's nature. Paul's use of the term "the flesh" is viewed as the sin nature as expressed through the fallen human body with which that sin nature is associated. 

3) Translators and expositors from the Greek text have used "the sin nature" or similar terms as they have sought to bring across what Paul meant by the sin or the flesh. So they have used:

· sinful nature (NIV; NOTE: the suffix "-ful" can have the meaning 'characterized by', which can redundantly communicate the idea of 'nature', so likely the intent is to convey 'full of' sin, that is, "the nature that is full of sin")   See the use of sinful nature in Romans 7:5, et al.
· evil nature (Wuest) 

· Old Sin Nature (OSN: James Allen, Tod Kennedy, Grace Notes, et al - this term was common for those at or from "Old" Dallas Seminary, in the Walvoord era, and presently at Chafer Theological Seminary) 

· sin nature (Hampton Keathley III, Ron Merryman, et al)

So in the end we could allow that someone might use a variant expression for "the sin nature" as long as they don't deny its presence in the believer in this present body. It is a mistake, however, to deny its presence, though that is common among some groups.  Using the term "the sin nature" makes for simple and clear communication.  Like the word "Trinity" it is a helpful 'handle", but it still needs to be explained so that it is not just 'Christian code'.
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