[image: image1.png]This solo drama presents
actual historical events

* What this solo » Some points will be
drama presents speculative, though
are real historical possible, including
events from the the name Valerius
Bible, particularly Maximus, & that he
those from the knew Cornelius the
four gospels. centurion (Acts 10).

Some details are drawn from what is
generally known about the relevant
language, history & culture.




[image: image2.png]Jesus was presented before Pilate

< Jesus, who was < All of the Jews
called the Christ, had celebrated
was presented Passover the
before Pontius night before, & by
Pilate, early in sundown that day, it
the morning on would be the Jewish
a Dies Veneris Sabbath, so we had
(Friday). to respect that time.

The soldiers under my command con-
strained the prisoners & took them away.




[image: image3.png]It wasn’t our job to judge, but...

< As soldiers, itis not ¢ Pilate seemed

our place to judge — unusually eager to
we have a duty to get this case out of
carry out for Rome. his hands or to let

* So while none of us Jesus off without
paid lots of attention ~ Punishment.
to the interaction * And Jesus didn’t
between Jesus & have the usual
Pilate, this case was defensive & loud
something different. criminal behavior.



[image: image4.png]Jesus was sentenced
to scourging & crucifixion

» Ourplaceistocarry + ButasJesuswas

out the governor’s scourged by the
sentence, being soldiers under my
long on action & command | noticed
short on words - that He didn’t yell

& never to ask out the usual curses
questions or to nor spew out wrath
question the like all the other
sentence. criminals did.

Jesus was different, but | didn’t know why - yet.



[image: image5.png]After the scourging,
the cross was just too heavy

* As my soldiers led » My soldiers were

Jesus along the allowed, by the laws
path to where we of the Empire, to
would crucify him, press anyone we
Jesus’ beaten body saw into carrying
could not bear the Jesus’ cross — so
weight of the cross, one of my soldiers
so He collapsed demanded that one
onto the cobbles, of the men nearby

the cross on top. carry the cross.



[image: image6.png]The man was compelled to carry it

» So the man was * My soldiers & | had
forced to carry also brought along
the cross to the hill two other criminals
called ‘The Skull’ — to be crucified, &
Calvaria in Latin & these two other men
Golgothain Hebrew,  were clearly guilty
as | understand it. — without a doubt.

What happened next was a duty we
had lots of practice in carrying out...



[image: image7.png]My soldiers knew what to do

* | really didn’t need « In fact, Jesus was
to direct my soldiers  cooperating fully —

very much at all. as if He was saying,
« They knew what “Let’s do this!”

to do, there were ¢ So the soldiers

only three to crucify placed a nailin each

- & Jesus wasn'’t wrist, at the base

offering any of the hand, & one

resistance! through both feet.

Since they knew what to do, | could just observe.
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* Thecrucifixiontook « At first the two
place about 9 AM. criminals on either
« For awhile Jesus side of Jesus railed

seemed to focus on  at Him & everyone
communicating key  €lse, while my men

information to or gambled over who
about people who got Jesus’ garment,
were before Him, &thenjoinedin with
inthe area around the criminals & the

the cross. others — railing!



[image: image9.png]Jesus was like nobody else

* The character of » Jesus was of such a
Jesus, called the different character
Christ, &the years than any other man
of experience of that we ever cruci-
my men, allowed fied that one of the
meto observe the criminals who was
people & events of crucified next to
the crucifixion far Jesus began to
more closely, & have a radical

I’m very glad | did! change of heart.



[image: image10.png]| will never forget

» At about the middle + From that moment
of the day, when the on, Jesus stopped

sun ought to have saying things to
been the brightest, other people, &
the sky darkened looked to be in
instead! great pain.

As the three o’clock hour approached, things
began to happen — big momentous things...



[image: image11.png]Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani!

« After a few hours of ¢ That seemed odd,
silence, Jesus cried so | asked another

out loud, “Eloi, Eloi, person standing
Lama Sabachthani!” there, who told me

* | asked a know- that Jesus had
ledgable man what called out, "My God!
that meant, & he My God! Why have
told me that Jesus you forsaken Me!”
was calling for (Psalm 22:1)

Elijah. * | pondered that...
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« Jesus then said, +» Finally, Jesus said,
‘I am thirsty” (Psalm  “Father, into your
69:21) when He hands | commit
was given some My spirit”.
sour wine —vinegar « Similar to when
— Jesus said one my men crucified
word that meant Jesus, & He chose
“Paid”, as if a to be crucified, He
debt were paid also gave up His

completely. spirit voluntarily.



[image: image13.png]Events, emotions & expressions

» At Jesus’ death an
earthquake struck,
tearing the rocks
apart, & later that
day | heard that
tombs were opened
& the veil in the
temple torn from
top to bottom.

< But | was afraid.

And my men as well
as many others saw
those puzzling &
amazing events.

But | glorified God,
& said openly that
we had crucified an
innocent man who
was truly the Son
of God!



[image: image14.png]Sabbath was approaching

« Sabbath was
approaching, so we
had to make sure
that all the crucified
men were dead
before sundown.

« So we broke the
legs of the two
criminals so that
they suffocated.

But knowing that
Jesus had died
already, | asked one
of my men to simply
pierce His side.

The blood & water
had separated, so
Jesus was clearly
already dead from
before.



[image: image15.png]Some men asked for Jesus’ body

» Some men had » So Pilate granted
asked Pontius that the body of
Pilate for the body Jesus could be
of Jesus, so Pilate taken & prepared
sent for me to for burial by these
confirm that men.

He was dead. « A number of other

* | testified to Pilate Roman soldiers
that Jesus was were assigned to

indeed dead. watch Jesus’ tomb.



[image: image16.png]| told my centurion friend Cornelius

* When | had the » That was about ten
chance, lateron | years ago, & now |
told my centurion must tell you what
friend Cornelius my friend Cornelius
what | had seen just told me.
that day. + He told me that one

e Cornelius, like me, of Jesus’ disciples

had a regard for the named Peter had
God of the Jews. just spoken to him.



[image: image17.png]Cornelius told me

* Cornelius told me  All other men who
the meaning of that are crucified aren’t
day | had witnessed. doing much or

+ He said that Jesus going anywhere.
died for the sins of  + But Jesus was
the whole world — doing a massive
that would explain work that day —
why He said “Paid!” for you & for me
& died voluntarily. — all of us.

“Today you will be with Me in Paradise.”




[image: image18.png]| believe it...

» Jesus was buried &
then rose again on
early Dies Solus
(OK, Sunday).

» Petertold Comnelius
that more than five
hundred people had
seen Jesus risen,
including Peter
himself.

Now having seen
what I've seen &
having heard what
I've heard, | believeit.

Nobody ever lived
like Jesus lived or
died like He died, or
rose from the dead
like Him, & | believe
in Him.
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