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We are in the last
three chapters of Matthew

» Our study of the * In terms of time,
gospel of Matthew our study of the
26-28 will take us gospel of Matthew

from the Garden of will take us through
Gethsemane to the the middle of July,
Great Commission. however...

Our exploration of Law & Grace will

continue with a series of New Testament
passages on the topic of Law & Grace.
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Judas’ betrayal to Peter’s denial

» As we examined * From there we
last Sunday’s will read of Judas
passage, we betraying Christ in
32232 ;vllTis the Garden, & see
disciples talking Christ interrogated,

as they came to finishing with Peter

the Garden of denying repeatedly
Gethsemane. that he knows Christ.
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My soul is deeply grieved

* When they cameto + From there He went
Gethsemane, Jesus a little farther still, &
asked them to sit in prayed to the Father
one place while He that this cup might

took Peter, James pass, but that the
& John just a little Father’s will might
farther, then told be done.

them that His _soul « He then found the
was deeply grieved.  disciples sleeping.

|Then He urged Peter to keep watch & to pray. |
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Twice more

» Jesus went & spoke + After the third time
to the Father asking He told them that the
that the cup might hour was at hand, &

pass, but leaving it behold, because the
to the Father’s will. one to betray Him

« Afterwards Jesus was at hand.
came back to the » The disciples still
disciples only to had not a clue what
find them all was about to take

nodding off. place.
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Earning his 30 pieces of silver

» Judas came up to » John 18:3 tells us

Jesus, & by a pre- that a cohort came
arranged signal for with Judas, which
those who came would mean that

with him, he kissed the large crowd
Jesus on the cheek. that came to arrest

« Jesus called Judas,  Jéesus was around
“Friend” & told him 600 in number, &

to do what he must. ~ ¢ame with torches,
lanterns & swords.
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Peter to the rescue! Or not.

+ John 19:10,11
clues us in that
it was Peter who
pulled outthe sword
— he was going to
make good on his
promise to die with
Christ if need be
(Matthew 26:35).

So Peter cut off

an ear of the high
priest’s servant,
Malchus (his name
giveninJohn 18:10).

But Christtold him to
put the sword away,
& restored Malchus’
ear (Luke 22:51).
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"Or do you think that | cannot appeal to My
Father, and He will at once put at My disposal
more than twelve legions+ of angels? 54
"How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled,
which say that it must happen this way?*

+ A ‘legion’, at the time of the New Testament,
was 3000 to 6000, so 12 legions of angels
would be 36,000 to 72,000. That would be
enough to greatly overwhelm the 600 men
who came to arrest Jesus that night. But
defeating the men who came to arrest Jesus
was not God’s intent — Christ must die!
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All the disciples left Him & fled

* You will recall that ¢ But when Jesus told

all of the disciples, Peter not to fight
except for Judas, with the sword or
had said that they raise a hand against
would die with Him anyone, they were
(Matthew 26:35). baffled & terrified.

Christ had told the disciples repeatedly, since
Matthew 12:40, but they did not even begin

to understand the gospel of substitution.
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The trial before Caiaphas

» Jesus was brought
by His captors to
the house of the
Sadducee High
Priest, Caiaphas.

» This was where
they plotted to take
Jesus’ life, just a
couple days before
(Matthew 26:3-5).

Since all this was
plannedin advance,
the Sanhedrin (the
Jews’ High Council)
was all present &

- ahem! - prepared.

A series of false
witnesses came
forward, but their
testimony conflicted.
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But the testimony
of two did agree

* "Destroy this temple,
and in three days |
will raise it up." 20

e Later on, two men
did come forward
testifying, "This
man stated, 'l am
able to destroy the
temple of God and
torebuilditinthree
days."

* In John 2:19-21

John records for us:

The Jews then said,
"It took forty-six
years to build this
temple, and will You
raise it up in three
days?" 21 But He
was speaking of the
temple of His body.

Jesus, however, did
not defend Himself
before the council.
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You tell us whether You are
the Christ, the Son of God

* Now Caiaphas was + So Jesus referred
a Sadducee, which themtoPsalm 110
meant that he didn’t & Daniel 7:13, 14.

believe in any sort » Jesus had given

of ‘Messiah’, but he Caiaphas all he
knew well that the needed to call for
Pharisees among a full conviction
them did not view of ‘blasphemy’
Jesus as the against Jesus,

Messiah. by the council.
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Since the Pharisees e

expected the Messiah to Messiah’s

come as we see Christ at His Coming

274 Coming, they rejected

Him as the Messiah.
—_—

Seeing Christ’s claim | Kingdom

as false, they moved

to convict Him of

blasphemy.

Tribulation

A Jewish Timeline
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Then the high priest tore his robes and said,
"He has blasphemed! What further need do
we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now
heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?"
They answered, "He deserves death!" 67
Then they spat in His face and beat Him

with their fists; and others slapped Him, 68
and said, "Prophesy to us, You Christ;

who is the one who hit You?"

Since the council had voted for death, as
planned, which the Romans would carry out,
there was no legal limit to the abuse allowed.
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Peter’s denials in the courtyard

» Johnchapter18lets + As Peter warmed
us know that John himself by the fire
was also with Peter, in the courtyard,
butitwas Peterwho the others there

was recognized recognized Peter
from the Garden, & said that he
probably because was one of Jesus’
he had cut off the followers, & his
ear of the high Galilean accent

priest’s servant. gave him away.
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| swear | am not him! &*@#&*&!

* With each of the
accusations in the
courtyard, Peter
denied that he knew
Christ each time,
first making an
oath, then cursing
& swearing along
with his vehement
denial.

Luke 22:61 tells us
that at one point the
Lord looked at Peter
from across the
courtyard.

At this point Peter
broke down, leaving
the courtyard &
weeping bitterly

at his denial.
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What's going on?!

» The disciples didn’t + They had all said
understand, then, that they would die
but later they would with Christ, but it
call all these things was Christ’s very
to mind & they all purpose to die for
would understand. them.

The way in which they were to die with
Christ was to be God’s accomplishment, in
God’s own way & time, & not their own act.
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And Peter...

* Peter was the * After the Lord Jesus
self-appointed looked at him from
spokesman & across the high
promise maker, priest’s courtyard,
always speaking Peter must have
boldly & ending up felt unredeemable
‘inserting his foot & permanently
in his mouth’. ruined for service.

John records Peter’s restoration to
fellowship & service after Christ is raised.
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