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This judgment is not about you

+» All Scripture is » But our judgment
inspired & profitable will be in heaven,
(2 Timothy 3:16,17), where we are all

so there is value in blessed & seated
our examining this now, & none who
passage, even if a are of the body of
part ofthat value is Christ will go from
simply to clarify & heaventothe Lake

contrast the judging of Fire — ours will
under Law & Grace. only be forreward.
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It's about citizenship

* We in the body of » Butthe judgingthat
Christ are right now we read about in

heavenly citizens Matthew 24.45-
(Philippians 3:20). 25:46 will be to

« We will be judged determine who is
after we are through ~ an earthly kingdom
with these earthly citizen & who is not,
bodies & are not while in this present

on earth. body on this earth.
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Some about Jews, some about Gentiles,
& also something for you to take home

+ Matthew 24:45- + Matthew 25:31-46,
25:30 is focused however, is a pass-
on the Jews —the age that is focused
people of Israel. upon the Gentiles.

Those distinctions & clarifications being
said, we believers in the body of Christ

can learn from the godly virtues of
prudence, faithfulness & watchfulness
conveyed in these judgment parables.
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The parable of the ten virgins

+ |t is important with
parables to see the
point of the parable
& not to seek some
meaning for every
detail that is given.

+ |t is also important
to understand the
culture behind the
parable.

* In Jewish culture

of New Testament
times, the woman
of the household
was to keep a lamp
lit all the time — to
fail at doing so, even
by running out of
lamp oil, was just
unthinkable.
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The ten virgins were
to be guests at the wedding banquet

* Five of them were « The other five were

prudent & came foolish, & did not
with sufficient oil bring sufficient oil
to keep their torch to keep their torch
lamps lit until after lamps lit until after
midnight. midnight.

The critical issue surfaced when the

bridal party was near & the lamps of the
foolish ones were right then going out.
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Sleeping is fine,
as long as one is prepared

» All ten of the virgins + But the virgins who
slept, both the wise came without any

& the unwise. extra oil for their

« For the virgins who torches should have
were prepared, it used the time to go
does not seem to buy some, rather
be a problem that than to have spent
they slept. the time sleeping.

Better yet, they could have come prepared.
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The virgins represent the Jews
during the Tribulation period

* Some Jews will » Some will enter the
be prepared for kingdom & some
the coming of will not be at the
the Messiah & right place & the
some will not. right time.

‘Lord, Lord’ & ‘I never knew you’
are words in common with Matthew
7:21-23 in the Sermon on the Mount.
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"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord*,
will enter the kingdom of heaven+, but he who
does the will of My Father who is in heaven

will enter. 22 "Many will say to Me on that day+,
'Lord, Lord*, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out demons, and in
Your name perform many miracles?' 23 And
then | will declare to them, 'l never knew you*;
depart from me, you who practice
lawlessness.™

* Words also in Matthew 25:11,12

+ As in Matthew 5:20; 7:13, 21, the issue
for the Jews will be entry into the kingdom
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Who is the wife of the bridegroom?

+ Some Bible * But Israel is
scholars have represented by
suggested that the ten virgins &
the bridegroom Christ is married to
is Christ & that the church His bride
the bride is the & this is the groom’s
nation of Israel. wedding reception.

While the church as the bride of Christ
is clearly conveyed elsewhere, His point
about being prudent is directed to Israel.
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No one knows the day or hour

* The parable ofthe  + As we pointed out

faithful & sensible last Sunday, that
slave & the evil clear & repeated
slave (Matthew statement does not
24:45-51) & of the seem to sink into
ten virgins both the minds & hearts
under-score that of some pastors &
no one knows Christian leaders,
the timing of the or of their followers

Lord’s return. & congregations.
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The parable of the talents

* The parable of » For the Jews there
the talents is about will be differences
judgment of Jews of provision in one’s
in two respects: preparation for the

« Some Jews will not ~ kingdom, along with
enter the kingdom, differences in what
& others will enter is expected from
the kingdom. each one entering.

There are also principles for us to take to heart.
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Stewards given different amounts

* The master went
away on a long trip
leaving 5, 2 & 1
talents (1 talent =
about 16 %z years
of alaborers’ wages)
with three servants,
according to their
ability, as judged
by the master.

When the master
returned he spoke
with each about
their use of what
had been given.

The ones given 5
& 2 talents doubled
the number, butthe
servant with one
talent just hid it.
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The outcome

¢ The servants who
had doubled their
number of talents
given them were
each told:

» "Well done, good
and faithful slave.
You were faithful
with a few things,
| will put you in
charge of many
things; enter into
the joy of your
master.'

But the servant who had hidden the one
talent had that talent taken & given to

the one who had ten, & the wicked lazy
servant was cast into outer darkness.
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Outer darkness,
weeping & gnashing of teeth

» ‘Outer darkness’ &  + But every instance
‘weeping &gnashing’  of the term ‘weeping

of teeth are found & gnashing of teeth’
together in a few appearsto be a
places in Matthew reference to the
(8:12;22:13; 25:30),  Lake of Fire, which
& at times ‘weeping is eternal hell.

& gnashing of teeth” « \why so severe
is found separately g punishment for
(13:42; 24:51). hiding one talent?
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Do you know & trust the master?

¢ The servants who » But the wicked, lazy
doubled their talents  servant only saw the
were each given: master to be hard &
1) a commendation, ungracious, which
2) reward & greater was not at all what

responsibility, & we see in the way
3) joy of fellowship he treated the two
with the master. other servants.

The real problem was that the lazy
servant didn’'t know, or trust, his master!
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Prudence & faithfulness

» The parable ofthe  + The parable of the

faithful & sensible 10 virgins was told
slave & of the evil to convey prudence
slave was told to (vs 9), & the parable
convey the need of the talents to

for both prudence convey faithfulness
& faithfulness. (vs 21, 23).

Those who are not prudent & faithful are
called ‘foolish’ & ‘worthless’, in that order.
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Application to the body of Christ

+» If you are a believer + And you are not
who is in the body hoping to be a
of Christ — true of kingdom citizen,
all who believe from because you
Acts 2 to the rapture  already have a

— then unlike these citizenship in
judgments you are heaven, where
not at risk of going you are blessed
to the Lake of Fire in Christ & are

- eternal hell. seated with Him.
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There are similarities of
godly character & perspective

e ltis God’s desire &

intent that we be
faithful & wise:

The Bible says
repeatedly that
God is faithful, so
our faithfulness is to
come from Christ’'s
character & His life

livedin &through us.

* Prudence & wisdom

are from God, are in
Christ, & are also in
God’s written word.

And some aspects
of the perspective
that we are to have
include alertness,
hope, & looking for
Christ’s appearing.
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