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Follow-up on last Sunday’s
message & passage

» Last Sunday we .
addressed Matthew
19:1-12 on marriage,
divorce & singleness.

* Some have read that -
passage without an
understanding of the
history & culture, or
of Israel & Law and
the Church & Grace.

So to clarify how

we are to apply this
passage to us in the
body of Christ:

Christ supported the
court of Shammai
regarding the four
allowable (but not
commanded)
causes of divorce.
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Marriage & singleness

» EvenunderthelLaw < In the last part of

our Lord placed a the passage, Jesus
strong emphasis says that ‘be fruitful
on preserving the & multiply’ does not
marriage, which is require that every-
why we will teach one be married, but
on marriage, offer like the apostle Paul
seminars, & also in 1 Corinthians 7,
counseling, but says that singleness

allunder Grace. is a gift, for some.
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This passage has four parts

* In verses 13-15 * In verses 23-26 He
Jesus says to allow says that it is easier
the little ones to for a camel to go

come to Him, forthe  through the eye of
kingdom of heaven a needle than for a

belongs to ones rich man to enter
like these. the kingdom.

* In verses 16-22 * In verses 27-30 He
Jesus speaks with tells of the disciples’

a rich young man. future kingdom reign.
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The great divorce debate

< Rabbi Hillel, the « But Rabbi Shammai
grandfather of the said that a divorce
apostle Paul’s rabbi  was allowed only for
Gamaliel, said that unfaithfulness, or for
a man could divorce  abandonment, lack
a woman for any of material support or
reason at all. denial of affection.

These conclusions are based upon Deuteronomy
24:1-4 & Exodus 21:7-11. The Law of Moses
did allow divorce, but did not limit remarriage

of anyone who was lawfully divorced.
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

Asacrificial love Motivated by joy

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love | Spiritual intimacy

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love Emotional intimacy

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the

church. Abonded love Physical intimacy
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Little ones...

* In the first half of » So the disciples
Matthew chapter 18 rebuke those who
Jesus talked about bring their children
the little ones, & to see Jesus!

thatthey were prime . Byt Jesus tells them
examples ofhumility  not to stop the little
& ought not to be children from being
turned away. brought to Him to

» But Jesus’ disciples lay hands on them
just didn’t ‘get it’. & to pray for them.
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What Jesus said & did

* And in addition to
telling them not to
stop the children
from being brought
to Him to lay hands
on them & to pray
for them, Jesus also
says their humility is
an example forthose
entering the kingdom.

So Jesus did see
the children that
were brought to
Him & He did bless
them all by laying
His hands on them
& praying for them.

We might even wish
we knew what Jesus
prayed for them.
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The rich young ruler

» Arich young man, » Jesus first asks the
whom Dr. Luke also man why he asked

tells us is a ruler, Jesus about what
comes up to Jesus is ‘good’ — only
asking what one God is good.
good thing he may . This is fitting, of
do to obtain eternal course, because
life, addressing Him Jesus Himself is
as “Good Teacher’.  indeed true deity.

But observe that this man was a ‘human doing.’
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Just do it?

* Butthe real reason + And the rich man
that Jesus brought wanted to know if
up the goodness there was one act
issue is that only that would assure
God is good enough  him of eternal life.
to do anything to « Jesus then tells
save anyone — the man, “...if you
no human being wish to enter into
is good enough life, keep the

to save himself. commandments.”
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Which ones?

* When the rich man
asked which of the
commandments
Jesus meant, He
started to list the
human relationship
commandments
from the ten &

He added loving
one’s neighbor.

The rich young ruler
responded that he
had kept all those
commandments
from his youth.

This rich young
ruler was truly into
doing everything
right here on this
planet.
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"If you wish to be complete, go and sell
your possessions and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me." (Matthew 19:21)

The rich young ruler had accomplishments

& riches & ruler status all on this planet, yet he
still felt like he lacked something. So Jesus told
him to get rid of all of the earthly treasures and

accumulations, exchanging them for heavenly
treasure, & follow Him. At that the rich young
ruler was deeply grieved as he walked away.
Had the rich young ruler followed Jesus he
would have heard that Christ would die for him.
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Prepare to be stunned!

» And Jesus said » "Again | say to you,
to His disciples, itis easierforacamel
"Truly | say to you, to gothroughthe eye
it is hard for a rich of a needle, than for
man to enter the a rich man to enter
kingdom of heaven."  the kingdom of God."

Of course based on Deuteronomy 28:1-14 the
Jews commonly believed that a Jew was rich
because he had been blessed by God in earthly
ways for his obedience to the Law of Moses.
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So that’s why...

* Matthew 19:25&26: + And looking at them
When the disciples Jesus said to them,
heard this,theywere  "With people this is
very astonished and  impossible, but with
said, "Then who can God all things are
be saved?". possible."

This points to the reason that Jesus immediately
brought up the word ‘good’ when the man called
Him ‘Good Teacher”. Only the goodness of God
can save a human being, not one’s own goodness.
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What a big surprise —
Peter says something!

» Peter spoke up » So Jesus told him
saying that they that as He reigns in
had left everything the coming kingdom,
& followed Christ. the disciples would

« What would there sit on thrones reign-
be in the coming Ing over the twelve
kingdom for them, tribes of Israel (in
having done so? ‘the regeneration’).

The kingdom was also called (Acts 3:19, 21)
“times of refreshing” & “period of restoration”.
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Many who are first
will be last, & the last first

+ Jesus tells His * He also tells them
disciples that that those who are
every expense for first in the present
His sake will be order may well be
rewarded many last in the order to
times over in the come in the future
coming kingdom. kingdom.

Jewish disciples were to count the cost, pay the
price, & carry their cross daily, but we in the
Church are to consider His cost, price & cross.
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