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Some not-so-innocent questions

» One observation » That is certainly the
that we can make case in our present
about the pattern of passage, where the
Jesus’ opponents is Pharisees come to

that increasingly Jesus in an attempt
they would pose to get Himto choose
questions with the sides in an ongoing
intent of getting controversy among

Jesus to pick sides the Jewish rabbis
in a controversy. about divorce.
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The Pharisees
would ask two questions

* The Pharisees » Their question
began their test of came from a
Jesus by asking, debate between
"Is it lawful for a two Pharisees two
man to divorce generations back
his wife for any who held different
reason at all?" views on divorce.

The Pharisees would ask another
question after Jesus’ first response.



[image: image3.png]The great divorce debate

< Rabbi Hillel, the « But Rabbi Shammai
grandfather of the said that a divorce
apostle Paul’s rabbi  was allowed only for
Gamaliel, said that unfaithfulness, or for
a man could divorce  abandonment, lack
a woman for any of material support or
reason at all. denial of affection.

Rabbis Hillel & Shammai could not agree.
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» So since the two » And a Jew could
great rabbis could take the decision of
not agree, the Jews one court & it would
in Israel could pick be honored in the

whichever court other court when
they wished to it came time to
get a divorce: be remarried.
Rabbi Hillel, or * The Pharisees
Rabbi Shammai. wanted Jesus

to pick sides.
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Have you not read?

* In response Jesus  + Then He finished

first asked them a His question by
question based quoting Genesis
on Genesis 1:27, 2:24, “For this

“‘Have you not read reason a man shall
that He who created leave his father and

them from the mother and be
beginning made joined to his wife,
them male and and the two shall

female.” become one flesh”?
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So they are not two but one

» Jesus then told * So Jesus answered
these Pharisees their question with
that the man & the the statement that,
woman so married “Whatever God has
are not two but one put together let no
flesh. man separate.”

But Jesus’ response was not at all to the
Pharisees’ liking. They had wanted Him

to pick sides in this ongoing debate.
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But. But. But. But. But.

¢ So the Pharisees ¢ The Pharisees
shot back with their said to Jesus,

reference to the "Why then did
Law of Moses, by Moses command
making a require- to give hera
ment of the Law’s certificate of
allowance for divorce and

divorce. send her away?"
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Your hardness of heart

« Jesus corrects the * In verse 9 Jesus

Pharisees by saying  tells them that He
that Moses had only  agrees with the

permitted them to court of Shammai,
divorce due to their that divorce must
hardness of heart, be for valid cause,
but when marriage & not for just any
was established in matter whatsoever

the garden of Eden as the court of
it was not so. Hillel allowed.
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"When a man takes a wife and marries her,
and it happens that she finds no favor in his
eyes because he has found some indecency
in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce
and puts it in her hand and sends her out from
his house, 2 and she leaves his house and
goes and becomes another man's wife..."

The Law of Moses permitted remarriage after
divorce, but Jesus defined the indecency as

‘adultery’, and not just ‘any dissatisfaction
whatsoever as the Hillel court had allowed.




[image: image11.png]Matthew 19:1-12

The disciples say, “Uh-Oh!”

* When the disciples + Jesus, rather than

hear from Jesus responding to that
that the Hillel court remark, used their
divorces resulted remark to correct
in remarriages that another Jewish

were invalid & were error: The Jews
therefore adulterous, had concluded that
they remarked thatit  to ‘be fruitful &
would be better not multiply’ required
to get married at all! one to marry.
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Singleness is allowed

» Contrary to the
teaching that the
Law of Moses
requires marriage,
Jesus gives three
valid reasons why
a person might
remain single,
which He terms
a ‘eunuch’

Some may be
single because of a
condition from birth.

Some may be
single because of
an event since birth.

But there are some
who will remain
single in order to
serve the Lord.
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How can | tell?

» The apostle
Paul’s teaching in
1 Corinthians 7 is
consistent with that
of Christ in today’s
present passage.

« |f a believer has
desires that can only
be rightly fulfilled in
marriage, then...

That believer is
gifted for marriage
& ought to pursue
being married.

But if someone is
content to remain
single in order to

be devoted to the
Lord’s work, then
they are so gifted.
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What's the point?

* The Pharisees
questions to Jesus
are focused on the
ending of marriage,
with the idea that it
ought to be as easy
as possible or even
commanded by Law,
but Jesus says to
preserve marriages.

* While the Pharisees
wanted to make both
marriage & divorce
required by the Law,
Jesus said that
being married or
being single are
both valid & each
have their place
& purpose.
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What's a church to do?

* The ministries of the + The church ought

church ought to be not to be pressuring
gracious toward the people either into
believers whether singleness or into
they are gifted to marriage, but to

be single or gifted teach & counsel

to be married. for both.

While some are quick to condemn those who
are divorced & especially those who remarry,
ministry ought to build up the body of Christ.
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