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A Matthew Chiasm & Outline

Christ as King & Initiating Ministry to the nation of Israel (chaps. 1-4)

Sermon on the Mount in Galilee:
Qualifying to Enter the King’s Kingdom & Basis for Judgment (chs. 5-7)

Miracles, Instructions & Interactions (chs. 8-9)

Instruction to the Twelve: Authority & Message for Israel (ch. 10)
Opposition: The Nation's Rejection of the King (chs. 11-12)
------------------- Parables of the Kingdom: The Kingdom Perspective (ch. 13)----
Opposition: The Nation's Rejection of the King (chs. 14-17)

Instruction to the Twelve: Authority & Message for the Church (ch. 18)
Miracles, Instructions & Interactions (chs. 19-23)

Sermon on the Mount of Olives:
Events on Entering the King’s Kingdom & Basis for Judgment (chs. 24-25)

Jesus as Savior & Initiating Ministry to the Church (chs. 26-28)

From the Gospel of the Kingdom to the Gospel of Substitution;
From Ministry to Israel (Law) to Ministry to the Church (Grace).
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Five topics in this passage

» This passage
consists almost
entirely of words
from Christ to His
disciples, in a few
places repeating
or restating what
He said before:

* Who is greatest
in the kingdom?

Spiritual ‘stumblers’
& ‘stumbling blocks’

Going after just
one lost sheep

Discipline among
believers & prayer

Forgiveness
of others under

the Law of Moses
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Compare & contrast

* In this passage
we will find that as
we compare what is
the same or similar
between Israel &
the Church & as
we contrast what
is different, we will
discover much
that applies to us:

Comparing. People
are compared to
sheep in both Israel
& the Church.

Contrasting. Under
Law one forgave in
order to be forgiven,
but under Grace we
forgive because we
are already forgiven.
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Who is the greatest?

* The Jews in those  + So they asked

times were often Jesus who is the
eagertoobtainthe greatest in the
highest possible coming kingdom

rank — especially in of heaven.
the comingkingdom, « At that Jesus

& the disciples were began by calling
no exception to that a child to come

pattem. near Him.
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And the greatest one is...

» Though it is likely » Though the disciples
that they were asked one question,
hoping to have Him Jesus answered
tell them which one two questions:

of them was the * One must become
greatest, Jesus humble & come as
surprised them by a child to enter the
pointing to the kingdom & the

humble character greatest is humble

of this child. like this child.
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Receiving & rejecting

* ‘Whoever receives « And in verse 6

one such child in Jesus introduces
My name receives the topic of causing
Me’ conveys that others to stumble,
any disciple of His saying that anyone
who is humble as who causes the
this child also humble disciple to
welcomes other stumble would be
humble disciples better off drowned

into fellowship. in the sea.
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Causing to stumble

« Jesus mentions » Jesus says
the big source of ‘woe’ to both!
stumbling blocks: e He uses hyperbo|e
the world, & the to tell the disciples
personal source of to take radical action
a Stumb“ng block: to avoid being a
a specific person. stumbling block.

Verse 10: The disciples ought not to look
down on (reject) one who humbly follows Him.
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Searching for one lost sheep

» From the question * While no follower of
about a man leaving  Christ ought to do
99 sheep to go look anything to cause
for the one straying, another to stumble,

Jesus puts forth a when one who has
principle for the strayed is restored
earthly kingdom there is rejoicing in
& for us who are heaven over the

in the Church: one restored.

| This principle is consistent with Galatians 6:1. |
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Now about that restoration

» Jesus goes on » Jesus mentioned
to give specific the church in this
instruction on context, as He had
restoring one in Matthew 16:18,
straying sheep but the disciples did
to fellowship. not yet understandit.

The aim of these verses is to bring
restoration of the straying brother, but Jesus
said what to do if the steps in the process
do not bring about the desired restoration.
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Some key points on restoration

* Notice thatthe aim ¢ Thereis anordered

of the process that sequence in the

Jesus outlines is process, not to be

restoration. taken randomly or
« The pattern Jesus to have any step

establishes is to bypassed.

only involve as * Verses 12-14 say

many people as that the Father

are needed to bring desires that each
about restoration. one be restored.
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Just so it's clear

* Matthew 18:18 is * Verses 19 & 20
identical to Matthew are in the context
16:19, which was of dealing with an
about the kingdom. erring brother, not

e These passages say a general promise.
thatthe disciples are <« For us in the body
to decide on matters of Christ, Jesus is
humbly, based on with us all the time,
what God has & God listens to the
already established. prayer of just one.
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How many times to forgive

» Peter speaks up, » Jesus did not intend
asking Jesus how for Peter or for us to
many times to do the math & start
forgive — seven? counting (1,2,3,4...).

» Jesus responds » So Jesus began to
by telling Peter to tell them a parable
forgive seventy to illustrate the
times seven. critical importance

« While that number of forgiveness in

calculates to 490... the Jewish context.
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For us in the body of Christ

» Comparing. » Contrasting:
Both the Jews But for us in the
under the Law body of Christ,
of Moses (which “Be kind to one
also includes the another, tender-
disciples at this hearted, forgiving
time) & we in the each other, just as
body of Christ, are God in Christ also
told to forgive. has forgiven you.’

| We forgive because we’ve been forgiven. |
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