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What happens in Matthew chapter 15

* Tradition & the * In verses 21-28
Law of Moses Jesus tells who
is the theme Hewas senttoin
of verses 1-14. His first coming.

* What really does + Jesus healed the
& doesn’t impact crowd, one person
a person’s heart atatime (15:29-31).
is Jesus’ point + He then fed 4000
with His dlSCIp'eS peop|e at once

in verses 15-20. (15:32-39).
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Here they come...

* Pharisees & scribes + "Why do Your
come to Jesus from disciples break

Jerusalem to pose the tradition of the
what they thought elders? For they
was a challenging do not wash their
question, & which hands when they
would ‘stump’ Him: eat bread.”

Red flag: While Jesus kept taking
the Israelites back to the Law of Moses,
He also spoke against their traditions.
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But isn’t washing hands
before eating a good idea?

* From a personal » But the rabbis had
hygiene standpoint, come up with this
we have come to handwashing ritual
understand that as ameansto being
washing our hands ceremonially clean.

before eatingisa  « The water required
good way to prevent  py the rabbis was

ingesting bacteria, only the volume of
viruses, etc. 1% eggs (3 tbsp).

|And... the water might be contaminated! |
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And here’s a question for you!

* Rather than answer + The Law of Moses
the question, which was very clear that
would put Jesus on the Jews were to
the defensive, Jesus honor their parents
responds with a under penalty of
question that points death (Exodus
out that their many 20:12; 21:17;
traditions added to Leviticus 20:9;
the Law of Moses Deuteronomy
break that Law! 5:16), however...
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It depends
on what you mean by ‘honor’...

¢ The word ‘honor’ < But the rabbis had

included not only devised a tradition
words & behavior, by which objects that
but material goods one did not wish to
aswell, & this word give in support of
meaning is carried ones parents could
over into the New be exempted just
Testament (see by dedicating that

1 Timothy 5.3, 17). object to the Lord!

|Anything so dedicated was called corban. |
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Tradition ‘trumps’ law

» So the problem with
the traditions is that
the many man-made
traditions were held
on the same level of
authority as the Law
of Moses, even if
the tradition allowed
one to break that
Law without penalty.

» Jesus spoke out
strongly against this
common teaching
of the rabbis in the
Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew
5:17-48) & also in
the parable of the
Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37).
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And by this you invalidated the word of God for
the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites,
rightly did Isaiah (29:3) prophesy of you:

8 This people honors Me with their lips,
But their heart is far away from Me.

9 But in vain do they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.

Doctrine isn’t just words on paper, it is truly a
matter of the heart! A heart that is ‘far away’
from God is separated from Him. Human
beings can & ought to teach & live doctrine,
but the doctrine needs to come from God!
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To the crowd, from the disciples

» Jesus told the » But the disciples
crowd to hear & told Jesus that He
understand: had offended the

« "It is not what enters  Pharisees (!?).
into the mouth that  + He said that they,
defiles the man, but not being planted

what proceeds out by God, would be
of the mouth, this uprooted, &they are
defiles the man." also blind guides.

Blind guiding the blind, both would fall into the pit.
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Explain, please

* Peter asked the * |f the inside is full of
Lord to explain His vile & horrific sin, a
parable, & Jesus few tablespoons of
wonders at his lack water won’'t come
of understanding. close to fixing that

« But Jesus tells them  problem, so vile &
that pouring a few horrific sin is what

teaspoons of water will come out of that

onthe hands doesn’t  heart—the traditions
clean up the inside. ~ don‘tclean hearts.
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Why did Jesus go
to the district of Tyre & Sidon?

« In afew instances, <+ Jesus went into

& this is one of lands that were
them, Jesus went originally intended
into places that for the Israelites to
were populated conquer & to drive
mostly by Gentiles out the inhabitants
(non-Jews). & hold as their own,

+ Why, if He was sent as initiated u_nder
to the lost sheep of ~ the leadership of
the house of Israel? ~ Joshua.
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A Canaanite woman pleads

* A Canaanite * Jesus doesn’t
woman, whose respond, & the
daughter was disciples ask Jesus
demon-possessed, to send her away —
pleaded for Jesus she’s just irritating!
to have mercy, even . jesus said that He
calling Him Lord & was sent only to the
the Son of David lost sheep of the

(Messiah). house of Israel.
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As you may recall

« Jesus told His e Psalm 119:176,
disciples not to go ‘I have gone astray
to a road that leads like a lost sheep”.
to the Gentiles orto . Jeremiah 50:6,
the Samaritans, but "My people have
to “go only to the become lost sheep;
lost sheep of the their shepherds have
house of Israel.” led them astray.”

"l was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” Matthew 15:24
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She pleads even more

« The words between < Jesus, who does
this pleadingwoman say that her faith is
of Canaan & Jesus great, grants that her
refers to the ‘dogs’. daughter be healed of

« The ‘dogs’ was a demon-possession,
Jewish term for the without Him even
Gentiles (non-Jews). ~ Seeing her.

A similar healing of someone at a
distance had happened (Matthew 8:5-13),
also based on the faith of a Gentile.
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Jesus heads back to Galilee. ..

¢ As Jesus returnsto ¢ Jesus heals them

Galilee, he takes all of their diseases
some time to be & conditions, & they
aloneonamountain.  marvel at what He
« But His location is has done.
discovered, & soon + The people of the
the crowds gather crowd also are said
at His feet, including to glorify the God of
those who are blind Israel as they see

& lame & mute. these healings.
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But after a few days

» After a few days
with Jesus & the
disciples at their
mountain location,
the people have run
out of food supplies,
& Jesus told the
disciples that He
had compassion
on them.

Jesus asked the
disciples how many
loaves they had, to
which they replied,
“Seven & a few
small fish”.

Jesus had all the
people sit down, &
gave thanks for the
loaves & the fishes.
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Leftovers, again?

e Jesus continuedto ¢ In the end, all were
give out the loaves satisfied with what
& fishes to all 12 of they had received
His disciples, & they & the 12 disciples
distributed the loves  gathered up all of

& fishes to the the leftover pieces
entire crowd of of bread & fish, &
more than 4000 there were seven

people. baskets full.
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