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Eight parables — three explained

» Jesus told eight » Two of them He
parables, some also explained to
to His disciples & His disciples, but
some to the crowd. not to the crowd.

His purpose in providing explanations
as to why He spoke in parables & the

meaning of the parables was to reveal
truth to His disciples, but to hide the
truth from those who were against Him.
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The parable of the sower

» The parable ofthe  + Only the fourth soll
sower is one of the was responsive, &
three that Jesus it was responsive
explained to His in varying degree.
disciples (13:18-23), + People respond in
describing the kinds  varying ways to the

of response to the gospel of Christ’'s
gospel of the death, burial &
kingdom. resurrection, too.

| Some believers grow more than others. |
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Are soils & growth rates fixed?
+ Different kinds of » The soil that had

hearts respond varying rates of
differently to the crop growth —is
truth — but are the that a fixed rate
hearts of people, of growth for each
unchangeable, heart, or can a

or can one’s believer’s ‘growth
understanding rate’ be changed,
impact how & how does that

one responds? change happen?
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The wheat & the tares: the sorting
out of Israelites will come at the end

» The field where the + Romans 9.6, “...they

wheat & the tares are not all Israel
are being sown is who are descended
among the people from Israel”.
of Israel. « Many of those who
» Though all those are ethnic Israelites
descended from will not go into the
Abraham through Millennial Kingdom
Jacob are of Israel (tares), but only the

ethnically... believers (wheat).
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The parable of the mustard seed

* The mustard seed » The beginnings of
is small, & yet over the kingdom at the

time it can grow to time of Christ’s first
be large — much, coming were small
much larger than with little apparent

the mustard seed. significance.

Yet the kingdom of heaven on earth will

grow to global & cosmic significance by
the start of the millennial kingdom.
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The parable of the leaven

* While leaven can » Just like the yeast

be a symbol of evil in the dough makes
in Jewish thinking, the bread rise, the
that is not always developing of the
the case (Leviticus kingdom happens
7:13; 23:15-18), & as an unseen

it seems to have a process, but

good connotation eventually has

in this context. visible results.

| God’s process in us is not visible either. |
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Invisible processes in us

« We're not Israel & ¢ So there are some

our hope is not in invisible things that
the land of Israel. do not change once
« But what God has we’re saved, & also
done in us when there are things that
we first believed, &  God does intend to
the processes that change over time, a
He is carrying out process of growth &
in us are invisible & being conformed

as well. & transformed.
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The parable of the hidden treasure

* The parable of * The recognition of
the hidden treasure the treasure’s value
speaks of a person causes the man to
recognizing what is trade everything

truly of great value, else he has to
so that he sells off gain that
everything else. treasure.

We in the body of Christ have blessings,
treasure, & a glory to behold that are
totally invisible to the rest of the world.
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Ephesians 1:18-19a;
“the eyes of your heart”

1 Peter 2:3,
“you have tasted”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“‘dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”.
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The parable of the costly pearl

* Like the man * So the merchant
who finds the who has been
buriedtreasure, a buying & collecting
merchant who is pearls turns around
seeking valuable & sells all of it in
pearls comes upon exchange for that
the one pearl that one pearl that is
is of greater value of the greatest
than all of the rest. value of all.

| We have ‘spiritual investment’ decisions. |
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The parable of the dragnet

» Jesus tells about
a fisherman who
throws out a net,
pulling in all kinds
of fish, but must
sort out the good
fish from the bad
(Leviticus 11:9-12;
Deuteronomy
14:9,10).

» Like the parable

of the wheat & the
tares, this parable
says that there will
be a sorting out of
ethnic Israelites at
the end of the age,
so that only those
who are faithful will
enter the kingdom.
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"Have you understood
all these things?"

* Matthew 13:51, + the gospel of
"Have you Christ’s death for
understood all sins, His burial &
these things?" They His resurrection
said to Him, "Yes." is that they didn’t

« One way that we understand that

know that thereisa  gospel in the least
difference between (Matthew 16:21-23,;

the gospel of the Mark 9:32; Luke
kingdom & ... 9:45; John 20:9;).
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The parable of the
scribe who becomes a disciple

* The one who has
been studying what
is revealed in the
Old Testament,
as we call it, & then
becomes a disciple,
hears the new
truths that Jesus
has just taught
about the kingdom.

He is like one who
pulls out ‘the family
treasure chest’ &
draws out treasures
about the kingdom
that are old, as well
as treasures that
are newly revealed.

The disciples can
now share both.
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Oh —it's you again!

» As Jesus comes » But they become
to Nazareth He offended at Him
teaches in the when they realize
synagogue &the that He is related
people are quite to all the familiar
amazed at His people in town
teaching & His whom they have
miracles. known all along.

Can it be that God is doing the
extraordinary in what looks just ordinary?
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