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A Matthew Chiasm & Outline

Christ as King & Initiating Ministry to the nation of Israel (chaps. 1-4)

Sermon on the Mount in Galilee:
Qualifying to Enter the King’s Kingdom & Basis for Judgment (chs. 5-7)

Miracles, Instructions & Interactions (chs. 8-9)
About Instruction to the Twelve: Authority & Message for Israel (ch. 10)
2 years Opposition: The Nation's Rejection of the King (chs. 11-12)
* ------------------ Parables of the Kingdom: The Kingdom Perspective (ch. 13)
About Opposition: The Nation's Rejection of the King (chs. 14-17)
Instruction to the Twelve: Authority & Message for the Church (ch. 18)
Miracles, Instructions & Interactions (chs. 19-23)

Sermon on the Mount of Olives:
Events on Entering the King’s Kingdom & Basis for Judgment (chs. 24-25)

Jesus as Savior & Initiating Ministry to the Church (chs. 26-28)

From the Gospel of the Kingdom to the Gospel of Substitution;
From Ministry to Israel (Law) to Ministry to the Church (Grace).

1 year
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Introduction (1-2)

First parable to the crowds (3-9)
Interlude: purpose & explanation (10-23)
Three parables to the crowd (24-33)

Interlude: fulfillment & explanation (34-43)

Three parables to the disciples (44-48)
Interlude: explanation & response (49-51)
Last parable to the disciples (52)

Conclusion (53)

Matthew 13 is a pivotal chapter —
a chiasm in the middle of a chiasm.
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Why parables?

 Priortothis, Jesus « And Jesus did use

used illustrations parables to reveal

orword pictures to His disciples, but
to convey a conceal from Jesus’
meaning. deadly antagonists.

That is why we read in Matthew 13:3
that Jesus began to speak in parables,
& in Matthew 13:10-13 that Jesus spoke

in parables to conceal their meaning
from those who would not truly listen.
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About those parables...

» Jesus didn’t begin * When Jesus was
teaching in parables  only with His own

until the opposition disciples He did not
to His ministry was consistently teach
clear & substantial. them in parables.

» The disciples, as * In general, we may
they wrote the New say that parables
Testament letters, are used if there
did not continue to is resistance to

teach in parables. the message.
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And the disciples came and said to Him,
"Why do You speak to them in parables?" 11
Jesus answered them, "To you it has been
granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.
12 For whoever has, to him more shall be
given, and he will have an abundance; but
whoever does not have, even what he has
shall be taken away from him. 13 Therefore

| speak to them in parables; because while
seeing they do not see, and while hearing
they do not hear, nor do they understand.”
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Mystery moose?

* In Matthew 13:11
Jesus referred to
‘mysteries’ (Mark
4:11 & Luke 8:10).

The Greek word is
mousterion, which
is a truth that wasn’t
revealed before, but
now is revealed
(Colossians 1:26).

» This word ‘mystery’

has been seen by
some as a ‘mystery
form’ of the earthly
kingdom, remaining
through the church
age, but there are
good reasons for
usto believe Jesus
meant only Israel.
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The ‘good reasons’

» The church as a » The word ‘mystery’
separate program is not really said to
of God, & a new & be a mystery form,
separate spiritual but simply a mystery,
body, had not been which has the same
introduced yet in meaning throughout
Matthew (we will both the Old & New
begin to see that Testaments: a truth
in chapter 18). that is now revealed.

The meaning of ‘kingdom’ remains the same...
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The kingdom

In Matthew 13, the
kingdom is variously
called ‘the kingdom’,
the ‘kingdom of their
Father’, but mostly
‘the kingdom of
heaven’, which we
have shown is a
synonym for the
‘kingdom of God’:

» Seethe supplement,

“The kingdom of
God & the kingdom
of heaven”

The kingdom that
both John & Jesus
referred to is the
kingdom in which
Christ will reign as
King of Israel over
the land & people
of Israel, & as King
of kings & Lord of
lords over the earth.
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Approach to Matthew chapter 13

* There is no actual
distinction between
the terms ‘kingdom
of God’ & ‘kingdom
of heaven’.

» There is no ‘mystery
form’ of the kingdom
during this present
church age, the age
of grace.

* The word ‘mystery

means just what it
always does in the
Bible: a truth not
revealed before,
but now revealed.
‘The kingdom’ is
Christ reigning as
King over the land
& people of Israel.
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But what applies to us?

* We will examine  In contrast, we will
Matthew 13 with look at the things
both comparison that differ between
& contrast. Israel & the Church.

* In comparison, we  * The problems of
will look atthe things interpretation arise
that are the same when we try to apply
or similar between everything said to
Israel & the church. Israel, or nothing.
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Questions about parables
* What is the point of + What are the key

the parable? insights from our

« What is the parable understanding the
illustrating? culture?

« What is the cultural * VWhy would Jesus
context of the select that specific
parable? illustration?

Where should the ‘parable’ aspect end, so
that we draw out only the infended meaning?
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More questions about parables

* In some cases * Can we learn from
Jesus will explain what He explains to
the meaning of the help us understand
parable to His own the parables that
disciples. are not explained?

How will we know what aspect of the parable
applies directly to us & what aspect does not?
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There will be much for us
to ‘take home’, for example...

» Though Jesus is » The hidden treasure
talking about the & the pearl speak to
coming kingdom what is of great value
on earth ruled by & we in the body of
principle of Law, Christ have a place
the receptiveness to learn & recognize
of the soils to the & discern what is of
gospel of grace real & lasting &

will have parallels. eternal value.
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