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Plus, three areas of focus

» The focus of the » And the focus of
first part is about the second part
judgment & even is about the eternal
the identification relationship of the
of an unbeliever Father to the Son,
with his sins. & ours with them.

The focus of the third part is about
finding rest in Christ, & what that means.
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We’ll compare & contrast

» We'll be looking for + So we will compare

what is similar in all what is the same &
of these three parts, contrast what is not
as well as what is the same, between
different. different things.

By taking this approach we will
recognize similarities & discern
the differences that matter.



[image: image4.png]Matthew 11:20-24

Judgment of unbelievers

» Salvation for all » But the kind & place
people of all times of blessing & curses
is based on faith & of reward & also
(Genesis 15:6; punishment varies
Isaiah 53:1; by group, time &
Romans 5:1). other factors.

The judgment that Jesus is referring to
in this passage is the still future time of
judgment of all unbelievers by works.
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‘Did not repent’ & ‘more tolerable’

‘Repent’ means to
change one’s mind.

The same phrase,
‘did not repent’, also
appears four times
in Revelation, where
John writes of the
ungodly inthe seven
year Tribulation.

« The words ‘more

tolerable’ do not
indicate degree of
reward, but degree
of discomfort for the
unsaved dead who
are identified with
their sins because
they didn’t believe
God (John 8:24).



[image: image6.png]Matthew 11:20-24

Principle: response to the truth
revealed impacts eternal destiny

» The first dividing * The next issue is
line impacting one’s one of degrees of
eternal destiny is do reward for those
you believe God for who are saved, or

His provision? discomfort for the

» That will determine ~ Ones not saved (&
where & with whom the doing of the sins
one will spend is the basis for their
eternity. relative discomfort).

Rejecting revelation from God is sinning. |
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Five Crowns*:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Jesus prays to the Father

» Jesus then thanks
His Father, who is
sovereign, because
He has revealed
truth, not to those
that this world would
count as the wisest
ones, but to those
who are open to His
message, & humble.

So this part of the
passage is also
about revelation.

And as Jesus prays
& speaks, He makes
clear that He has a
unique relationship
with the Father (‘My
Father’, Father &
Son each know).
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The Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit
are all involved in revealing truth to us

» This passage » The Holy Spirit
makes it clear that is also involved
both the Father & in revealing to us
the Son have a (1 Corinthians 2:10;
place in revealing Ephesians 3:5;
truth to us. 1 Peter 1:12).

Revealing truth is one of a number of ways

in which the Father, the Son, & the Holy
Spirit — the Trinity - are involved with us.
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Since God reveals Himself,
by faith we can know Him

* We come to know * We come to know
God by faith in the Him more & more

gospel which He as we behold Christ
has deliberately the Living Word in
accomplished & the written word of
revealed to us God — this ‘knowing
because He Him more’ is our
loves us. being transformed.

Knowing & believing leads to growing in
& receiving what we already are & have.
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"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy
and My burden is light."

The rabbis commonly asked disciples to
study under them with an invitation to take

the rabbi’'s yoke upon them. Butthereis a
part of Jesus’ invitation that was shocking...
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< Jeremiah 6:16

» Thus says the Lord,
"Stand by the ways
and see and ask for

A claim to be God

* Exodus 33:14: the ancient paths,

* And He [God] said, where the good way
"My presence shall is, and walk in it;
go with you, and and you will find
| will give you rest." rest for your souls."

In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus offers
rest with the exact same words God
had used & that only God could offer!
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Have you discovered His rest?

« lt is critical that we * No, it is not a rest
believers discover &  where we just don’t

enterin to Christ’s do anything in this
most graciously life, as His ‘spiritual
offered rest. couch potatoes’.

As we are resting in the Lord we may
in fact be very busy & active, but we

are not doing things to merit or earn
anything, nor to prove ourselves worthy.




[image: image16.png]Working to exhaustion & striving while resting
Colossians 1:28-29

We proclaim Him,
admonishing every man and
teaching every man
with all wisdom, so that

we may present every man
complete in Christ. 29

For this purpose also | labor [to exhaustion],
striving [with an athletic effort] according to
His power, which mightily works within me.
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Three parts, audiences & messages

» Each one of the » Thefirst partis about
three parts of this the final judgment of
passage are said the cities of Israel
to three different for their lack of
audiences, so that repentance.
there are three « The second is Jesus’

different messages.  prayerto His Father.

The third part is an invitation to take on
Christ’s yoke & find rest for one’s soul.




