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Jesus validated as the Messiah

» Matthew chapter8 < In Matthew 8:1-3,
consists of several Jesus cured a leper
accounts of Jesus & the servant (or
performing miracles ~ son) of a centurion.
that validated His * In Matthew 8:14-34

singular identity Jesus cured Peter’s
as God’s Messiah, mother-in-law, cast

the King of Israel out demons, calmed
(Matthew 8:17; a storm, challenging

Isaiah29:18,19...).  those who would
I ’ ) be His disciples.
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Jesus came into Capernaum

* Inthe prioraccount + Jesusthenhealed

we saw that Jesus Peter's mother-in-
had come to the city law with a touch.
of Capernaum. + That very evening,
¢ Once there, Jesus the evil spirits were
came to the house castfrom those who
of Peter, where his were possessed by
mother-in-law was demons & all those
discoveredto have who were diseased

a fever. were cured.
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And when

Jesus had come to Peter's home,
He saw his mother-in-law lying
sick in bed with a fever. And
—————— He touched her hand, and --------
the fever left her; and
she arose, and
waited on Him.

Once Jesus touched Peter's mother-in-law,
each line is the reversal of the corresponding

line before: “with a fever” > “fever left her”,
“‘mother-in-law lying” > “she arose”, etc.
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Demon-possession # disease

» Some have said * But that is not at
that the gospel all what we see
writers were just in this passage.
ignorant, unable « Jesus cast out
to discern demon- the spirits from
possession from those possessed
physical illness. by the demons.

But physical iliness is recognized, & is
healed, but not by casting out the spirits.
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Archaeological & historical confirmation
& a powerful aid to interpretation

» Capernaum has » There was a city
been excavated named Capernaum,
by archaeologists but with no mikvah
& the historical baths, since the sea
documents have of Galilee was there.
been examined. « There was a Roman

¢ These studies, garrison to the east,
in general, have & a house that likely
confirmed the belonged to Peter

gospel accounts. has been excavated.
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Some of Jesus’ disciples had boats

* Since some of * And the boats were
Jesus’ disciples one way forthem all
were fishermen, to both spend time
they had boats with Christ & to get
enough to carry away fromthe press
them all across & demands of the
the sea of Galilee. crowds, for a time.

So Jesus gave orders for His disciples
(to date) to go across the sea with Him.
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Who are truly disciples?

» Jesus had not yet + All of the rabbis in

called all of the the time of Christ
twelve disciples called & challenged
(Matthew 9:9), & disciples in similar
there were to be ways to what Christ
other disciples did — so what was
than the twelve. different with Christ?

Only Christ was deity, sent from the
Father, & the long-promised Messiah.
He also taught with authority & healed.
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Challenges, too, to two disciples!

* A scribe promises » Anotherexpresses

that he will follow a desire to be His
Jesus wherever disciple, if only he
He goes. would be allowed to
« Jesustells him that bury his father first.
foxes have holes, » Jesus saysthat the
birds have nests, dead ought to bury
but Christ has not theirown dead, vs.
even a place to unbiblical customs

lay His head. & idolizing family.
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Jewish disciples vs. Christian disciples

» Some will try to take + Christians, under
principles of Jewish Grace, were called
discipleship & apply disciples in Acts, but
those directly to us not once after that.

in the church, but... . Instead, we find that
» The Jewish disciples  the verb for disciple

were both under & isappliedtousinthe
focused upon the church as learning
Law of Moses. regarding Christ.

“...you did not learn Christ in this way” Eph. 4:20
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Finally, all of you, being spiritually related by
reason of your mutual relationship in Christ, all
those things that are true, all things honorable,
all things right, all things pure, all things lovely,
all things of good repute, since there is moral
excellence and since there is worthiness of
praise, carefully consider and reckon upon these
things. 9 The things you have actively learned
as a disciple and received from me your teacher
and heard from me and seen as reality in me,
you must put into practice by reason of your
eternal position in Christ, and as you do so, the
God of peace will be with you, so as to provide
every resource - His life - for your doing so.
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Storm, sleep, panic & peace

+ After the disciples + Atfirst Jesus openly

get into the boat questions the faith
with Jesus, astorm of the disciples, &
arises while Jesus calms the storm.
is asleep. « The disciples have
» The disciples are their eyes opened,
in a panic over the marveling that even
fierceness of the the wind & the sea
storm, so they obey the command

awaken Jesus. of Christ the Lord.
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How about some questions?

* Is it possible that * How many ways
Christ would diein ~ could God have
this storm event? dealt with this

_ ' situation & still

* Was it necessary been faithful to
that the disciples all of the things
awaken the Lord? that He had

: . promised &
* Was it negligence that had been

for Christ to sleep? prophesied?
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Is this account a ‘picture promise’ that
all threats to us will be safely resolved?

* No. We are not
Christ’s Jewish
disciples with Christ
in the boat in the
land of Israel at the

start of His ministry.

We are a different
people for whom

God has different
plans & purposes.

e Forus,“...our Lord
Jesus Christ, 8who
shall also confirm
you to the end,
blameless in the
day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9
God is faithful...”

1 Corinthians 1:7-9

+ Trials have purpose.
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A small question & a big answer

* And the men * Good question —
marveled, saying, very good question.
"What kind of a man « The truth is that
is this, that even the these men would

winds and the sea continue to discover
obey Him?" - ‘what kind of man
Matthew 8:27 Jesus is’ for years.

Like Jesus’ disciples, we, too can spend
years, even decades, discovering Him
...& who we are as we discover Him.
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Just when you thought
the rough part was over
* When Jesus & His « The demons in

disciples get to the the men express
other side of the concern that their
Sea of Galilee, time of torture is
they encounter a about to begin
pair of dangerous earlier than

men who are expected.
possessed » Demons are

by demons. fallen angels.
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A quick summary
on angels & fallen angels

» Angels are created + The earth is the
spiritual beings who domain of Satan &

were given ‘a time his angels (demons)
window’ to choose until the time when
for or against the they will be cast into
Lord, & Satan led the Lake of Fire atthe
the 1/3who rebelled end of this present
against the Lord. heavens & earth.

Satan will spend 1000 years bound,
& some demons are held in the abyss.
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The porcine solution!

* The demons then * Why would Jesus

request to go into grant permission for
the bodies of a the demons to enter
nearby herd of pigs. the pigs, knowing

* Some questions: that the entire herd

would plunge into
the sea of Galilee &
the demons would
be in search of new
bodies very soon?

* Why were there
pigs present at all,
if the people living
in that area were
Jews?
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First, Jesus gets away from the crowd,
then a crowd begs Jesus to get away

+ Rather than being * They see in Jesus
glad that Jesus had several serious

resolved the local problems:
problem with the » Economic & labor
dem%nlat\)cs, the + Environmental
crowd observes .

what has just Food supply

« Jewish / Gentile
tensions & Jewish
purity debates

happened & begs
Jesus to leave.
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Have you been discovering who Jesus is?

» Jesus presented the + The disciples were
message & validation  discovering who
of the gospel of the Jesus was, & that
kingdom to the would become more

people of Israel: apparent to them
Jesusisthe Messiah. overthe decades.

Even after we believe in the gospel of

substitution, we may have decades &
will have eternity to discover who He is.
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Discovering who He is
means discovering who we are
» Discovering who He + Discovering who He

is means discover- is means discover-
ing who each of us ing who each of us
is, since each one is, since He has

of us who believes been made to dwell
has been placed in each of us who
into Him. has believed.

That discovery means spiritual intimacy,

growth, & clarity of our history & identity.
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